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SURAH AL– FATIHA 
(THE OPENING) 
The First Chapter (Surah) of  The Quran 

For more Islamic Educational  Resources, visit www.icliny.org 
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THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S (PBUH) LAST SERMON 
(This Sermon was delivered on the Ninth Day of Zul Hijjah 10 A.H in the Uranah Valley of Mount Arafat) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

All Praise is due to ALLAH, so we praise Him, and seek His pardon and we turn to Him.  

We seek refuge with ALLAH from the evils of ourselves and from the evil consequences of our deeds. Whom AL-
LAH guides aright there is none to lead him astray.  

I BEAR WITNESS THAT THERE IS NO GOD BUT ALLAH, the One, having no partner with Him. His is the sovereignty 
and to Him is due all praise. He grants life and causes death and is   powerful over everything.  

THERE IS NO GOD BUT ALLAH, the One; He fulfilled His promise and granted victory to His bondsman, and He 
alone routed the enemies of Islam. 

"O People, lend me an attentive ear, for I do not know whether, after this year, I shall ever be amongst you 
again. Therefore listen to what I am saying to you carefully and take these words to those who could not be  pre-

sent here today.  

O People, just as you regard this month, this day, this city as Sacred, so regard the life and property of every Mus-
lim as a sacred trust. Return the goods entrusted to you to their rightful owners. Hurt no one so that no one may 

hurt you. Remember that you will indeed meet your LORD, and that HE will indeed reckon your deeds.  

ALLAH has forbidden you to take usury (Interest), therefore all interest obligation shall  henceforth be waived...  

Beware of Satan, for your safety of your religion. He has lost all hope that he will ever be able to lead you astray 
in big things, so beware of following him in small things.  

O People, it is true that you have certain rights with regard to your women, but they also have right over you. If 
they abide by your right then to them belongs the right to be fed and clothed in kindness. Do treat your women 
well and be kind to them for they are your partners and committed helpers. And it is your right that they do not 

make friends with any one of whom you do not approve, as well as never to commit adultery.  

O People, listen to me in earnest, worship ALLAH, say your five daily prayers (Salah), fast   during the month of 
Ramadan, and give your wealth in Zakat. Perform Hajj if you can afford to.  

You know that every Muslim is the brother of another Muslim. All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has 
no superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab has any superiority over an Arab; also a white has no    superiority 
over a black nor a black has any superiority over a white - except by piety and good action. Learn that every Mus-
lim is a brother to every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood. Nothing shall be legitimate to 
a Muslim that belongs to a fellow Muslim unless it was given freely and willingly. Do not   therefore do       injus-
tice to yourselves. Remember one day you will meet ALLAH and answer your deeds.                 So beware: do not 

stray from the path of righteousness after I am gone.  

O People, no prophet or apostle will come after me and no new faith will be born. Reason well, therefore, O Peo-
ple, and understand my words that I convey to you. I leave behind me two things, the QUR'AN and my  example, 

the SUNNAH and if you follow these you will never go astray. 

All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others and those to others again; and may the last ones un-
derstand my words better than those who listen to me directly.  

BE MY WITNESS O ALLAH THAT I HAVE CONVEYED YOUR MESSAGE TO YOUR PEOPLE."  
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  Islamic Center Of Long Island 
Brief History and looking ahead Alhamdulilah (By the Grace of God) 

 

Vision 
To be a center of excellence for developing and sustaining a vibrant Islamic community, and a nurturing 

environment for the society at large 
 

Mission 
To serve and engage Muslims by promoting the values and teachings of Islam and to advocate interfaith 
harmony in a multicultural environment in accordance with the Qur’an and Sunnah of Prophet Muham-

mad (pbuh). 
 
  The need for the Islamic Center of Long Island grew out of the concerns of a small group of 
Muslim families on Long Island, mostly immigrants who settled in Nassau County, New York in the early 
70s. The desire to preserve their Religious and Ethnic identity lead to the conception of the Islamic Center 
of Long Island (ICLI). 
 
  The property was purchased in 1984, and the donations for the purchase of land and the 
building came from private donations. The initial property was a small two-story house with an adjoining 
piece of land.  
The small house on the property was altered for the Quranic instructions and spiritual needs of children 
and adults. The first Jumma (Friday Congregational Prayer) had three adults and the weekend school had 
15 to 20 children. The first expansion of the center was started in 1989 and completed in 1991. This ex-
pansion added a prayer hall for men and women, instructional classrooms, library and offices, an area of 
10,000 square feet with a cost of two million dollars, Alhamdulillah.  
 
  The services that ICLI was providing are tailored to the spiritual needs of all age groups. 
Some of the community programs at ICLI are; A vibrant and busy Sunday School with about 400 students 
from KG to 12 grade, IC kids 3 to 5 years old, sisters Halaka, Adult Quranic education, Hifz classes, girl 
scouts, boys and girls basketball leagues, Salaam group for recent reverts to Islam, Interfaith seminars and 
Speakers’ Bureau, Matrimonial counseling and services, and funeral arrangements for Islamic Burial.  
 
  Through its interfaith initiatives, ICLI has been a steady force of resistance against Islam-
ophobia and dispelling stereotypes against Islam and Muslims. The Islamic Center of Long Island has a 
proud history of interfaith work and initiatives to a level of distinction, which delivers the message of uni-
versalism brought by all the Prophets and Messengers of God. In October 2015, Dr. Faroque Khan, a 
founding member and an interfaith maverick at ICLI established the Interfaith Institute of Islamic Center 
of Long Island. The Institute has prominent academic and community partners who firmly believe in ICLI’s 
work of building bridges of respect and understanding among the diverse Long Island communities. 
With the growing needs of the community, ICLI delved into its 2nd expansion in 2013 and completed in 
2016. This expansion added almost 19,000 sq. ft., with state of the art classrooms, conference rooms, li-
brary and an indoor professional regulated basketball court. 
 
  ICLI has been very actively involved with the diverse communities of Long Island, building 
community coalitions with the interfaith communities of Long Island. The Interfaith Iftaar that ICLI hosts 
every year bring about 300 guests from all walks of life, under one roof to break bread together with the 
Muslim Community.  
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  At the Islamic Center of Long Island, we have built relationships of trust, mutual respect and 
collaboration with the government, nonprofit entities and private organizations on Long Island. We en-
gage actively with our multifaith partners and the current president Mr. Habeeb Ahmed is in the forefront 
civic engagement projects and providing support to the various communities in need on Long Island and 
the Tristate area. Every year at the most revered Muslim Holiday of Eid Al Adha, which commemorates 
Prophet Abraham’s devotion to God’s commandments he leads the community in donating over 70,00 lbs. 
of meat to various organizations to help feed the families in need of our support. Under Mr. Ahmed’s lead-
ership, the community actively participates in Winter Blanket Drives, Soup Kitchens, and Disaster Relief 
Initiatives on Long Island.  
  
  ICLI is in the forefront in condemning Human rights violations, Anti Semitism and Islam-
ophobia around the world. Alhamdulillah (by the Grace of God Almighty), ICLI has been recognized as one 
of the top eight spiritual places in the United States, published by Next Avenue and Huffington Post. Keep-
ing with the tradition and teachings of Islam, ICLI elected its first President, Dr. Isma Chaudhry, for the 
term 2015-2017. Dr. Chaudhry has been named among the 50 Most Influential Long Islanders 3 years in a 
row. She has participated as a panelist and speaker at the United Nations, and The United States Institute 
of Peace, presenting ICLI’s model of engagement at a grassroots level. She now serves as the Chair of 
Board of Trustees of the Center.  
 
For more information about ICLI’s involvement and ongoing initiatives, we encourage you to visit the Is-
lamic Center of Long Island. Please call the office for joining the Jummah (Friday Congregational prayer). 
 

  835 Brush Hollow Rd,  
  Westbury, NY 11590 
  516.333.3495 
  http://www.icliny.com 

http://www.icliny.com
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(In the name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful) 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

The Islamic Center of Long Island wishes to express its sincere and heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to 
all, who, in whatever way, small or big, visible or  invisible, contributed to the success and growth of this 

institution.  We pray that as you help this institution grow in its development and services to the             
community and to the cause of peace and justice, that Allah (SWT), in turn bless you and your families 

abundantly, both in this world and the hereafter. Ameen 
 

Islamic Center of Long Island 

“SERVING COMMUNITIES, INSPIRING HOPE & COMPASSION” 
 

Annual Report 1440AH/2018AD 

 
Front Cover Art Work  

Zaiba Mustafa 
 

Editor in chief  
Javed Munawar 

Editor 

Zainab Bey 
 

 

835 Brush Hollow Road 
Westbury, NY 11590 
Tel: 516-333-3495 
Fax: 516-342-3703 

Website: www.icliny.org 
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             Services Offered 

Ramadan Iftar – Services organized for the local community every evening during the month of Ramadan.  
 
Dawah- Distribution of literature on Islam and Muslims. 
 

IC PASS – To make it convenient for our community and well-wishers to donate funds, ICLI has initiated 
this Auto Donation Program.  Please call the office for a copy of the form. 
 

New Muslims (Shahadah) Program - To provide a strong support system and a welcoming environment to 
facilitate the transition of new Muslims and their families to the Islam.   
 
Event Booking -One of the services offered by the Islamic Center of Long Island is Space rental services. 
The Community can rent the facility for their family and athletic events.  
 
General Events:  General events such as Nikah, Aqeeqah etc. can be held at the Masjid/Lower level   which 
can accommodate a maximum capacity of 175 people. The courtyard (open air) accommodates 200 peo-
ple approximately. The Basketball court accommodates 250 people maximum. 
 
Athletic Events: Youth can rent the space in the evenings for the Basketball game with hourly charges.  
 
Food Drives and Disaster Relief Support- Provides non- perishable foods to community food shelters and 
more than 3,000lbs of “qurbani” meat following Eid-ul-Adha to local soup kitchens. 
 
Blanket Drives-Every winter ICLI donates more than 300 blankets and warm clothing for the needy in NY 
metropolitan Area. 
 
Funeral Arrangements for Islamic Burial- At ICLI we value a proper Islamic burial and the needs for the 
grieving family and we will do our best to serve your rights. Our services include full burial, release of 
body, washing of body, kafan and grave plot. ICLI also provides funeral services through Saint James Funer-
al Home.  
 
Quran Program- We offer a Full time Maktab program (Mon-Fri : 4-7:30 pm) and Part time Hifz program 
(Mon-Fri:4-7:30 pm) and Full time Hifz program (Mon-Fri : 8 am-12:30 pm). 
 
“IC” Kids Preschool- Designed to meet the needs of a growing number of parents who are looking for a 
head start in the English curriculum as well as an Islamic education for their child. The teacher provides 
structured, well-planned and fun activities in a safe and caring environment. Available for children be-
tween the ages 3 and 5. 
 
Interfaith Institute - Established to foster better understanding of Islam and dispel misconceptions about 
Muslims led by a diversified Board of Trustees.  To promote interfaith dialogue and understanding among 
different faiths through conferences, seminars, essay contests and proactive education. 
Visits to ICLI- First hand introduction to Islam and Muslims offered to groups or individuals. 
 
Weekend Seminars-Lectures and presentations on various Islamic topics together with the Ahadeeth ses-
sions are offered every Sunday throughout the year. 
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Marriage Services-The Islamic Center of Long Island offers Nikah Services for the Community. If you are in-
terested in inquiring about our Nikah services, we welcome you to call the ICLI main office at (516) 333-
3495. 
 
Marriage Counselling- ICLI offers secure and confidential counseling services.  Executive Director Mufti Far-
han conducts Marriage Counselling by appointments. 
 
Jummah Services-Based on the tradition of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), the week-
ly congregational prayers for Muslims are held on Fridays.  ICLI welcomes visitors-women/men/school chil-
dren-to observe the services, which include a khutbah (sermon) in English followed by prayers, which are 
always in Arabic. 
 
ICLI Sports Program- ICLI offers Sports programs for Kids and Youth from Kindergarten to Grade 10 through-
out the year with discounts offered for members/siblings. 
 
Salaam Group- Establish an organized and efficient system that provides the educational, intellectual, social 
and moral support in the transition of those accepting Islam. 
 
Sisters Halaqa-A forum for sisters to learn the Qur’an, hadith and issues related to day to day life in Urdu, 
every Monday 10-1pm. English Halaqa- Journey through Quran program, Every Thursday 11-1pm. 
 
Weekend School- Education is one of the key components of ICLI’s overall mission to strengthen and nur-
ture our present as well as future generation.  Its mission is to provide a well-rounded, comprehensive reli-
gious knowledge to all its student body, from age 4 to high school age. The curriculum is designed to balance 
all aspects of Islamic learning in 
cluding Arabic language and Qur’anic recitation. 
 
Summer Camp: The camp runs from July through August for children from Kindergarten through 8th grade. 
The children are given a healthy balance of Quranic instruction and recitation, academic instruction and sup-
port, arts and crafts and structured sports activities. Lunch, snack, fruit, & juice are provided. 
 
Library- Has a large selection of Qur’an with translation in various languages, books on Islamic History, Had-
ith, basic beliefs etc. 
 
Youth Programs- Organized by Muslim youth of ICLI throughout the year.  
 
Zakat- Zakat Committee plays an integral role in collecting donations from the community and distributing 
them to the needy. Our mission is to enrich the lives of the less fortunate and strengthen community efforts 
in outreach programs. 
 
ICLI Cub & Girl Scouts – In accordance with the Nassau County Girls & Boys Scouts of Long Island, we build 
girls & boys of courage, confidence, and character who make the world a better place. Call the office for 
time and location of meetings. 
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Bismillah Ar Rahman Ar Raheem 
In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
 
As Salam O Alikum Wa Rahmatullahe Wa Barakatuhu 
(May the Peace and Blessings of God Almighty be with all of you) 
 
Dear esteemed guests, and respected brothers and sisters, 
 
    I am honored to welcome you to The Islamic Center of Long Island’s 2018 Annual Gala. My heartiest con-
gratulations to all the honorees for this well-deserved recognition of their commitment, dynamic engage-
ments, and service to the community. 
 
    The Theme of this year’s Gala is “ ICLI: Serving Communities, Inspiring Hope & Compassion.” This year’s 
theme epitomizes Islamic Center of Long Island’s commitment to serving not just the Muslims but the com-
munity at large. By the Grace of God Almighty, ICLI is at the forefront of every service-oriented initiative, lo-
cally and beyond Long Island. Compassion and Service to humanity are the guiding principals and essence of 
Islam. 
 

The Holy Quran states in Chapter 4:37: “And worship Allah and associate naught with Him and show kind-
ness to parents, and to kindred, and orphans, and the needy, and to the neighbor that is a kinsman and the 
neighbor that is a stranger, and the companion by your side, and the wayfarer, and those whom your right 

hand possess (employees). Surely, Allah loves not the proud and the boastful.” 
 
    I would like to acknowledge the diligent commitment of the executive committee under the indefatigable 
leadership of Mr. Habeeb Ahmed; to bring new programs to serve the needs of the community. I would also 
take this opportunity to welcome Dr. Mufti Mohammad Farhan as ICLI’s first Executive Director. It is heart-
warming to see the religious and spiritual initiatives that have been added to the existing programs at the 
center. 
 
    It is rewarding to see the center energized and bustling with activities that engage and serve the commu-
nity. May Allah (SWT), Bless us to sustain the vision and the mission of the center according to the teachings 
of the Quran and the Sunnah of our beloved Prophet (Peace and Blessings be upon him). 
 

Al Quran Chapter 29 Verse 7: 
“And those who believe and do righteous deeds - We will surely remove from them their misdeeds and will 

surely reward them according to the best of what they used to do.” 
 

Ameen 
 
Isma H. Chaudhry, M.D., M.P.H. 
Chairperson Islamic Center of Long Island 

Chairperson ’s Message 
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Bismillah Ar Rahaman Ar Raheem:  In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
As Salam O Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahe Wa Barakatuhu 
May the peace & Blessings of God be with all of us. 
 
I am honored to welcome you to the Islamic Center of Long Island’s 2018 Annual Gala 
Dinner.  
My sincerest congratulations to all the honorees for their well-deserved recognition 
as we acknowledge their immeasurable dedication, and devoted undertakings to the 
community. I would also like to thank our Honored Guests and respected brothers 
and sisters for your continuous kind and generous support. 
We are truly blessed to have the Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI) as an exceptional place of worship that 
positively impacts the entire community. Such occasions are always inspiring reminders of what can be 
achieved when a community comes together, sharing their time, energy, skills and dedication to craft some-
thing that is truly good and lasting and that will continue to grow and mature for years to come. 
 
The Theme of this year’s ICLI Gala: “Serving Communities, Inspiring hope & Compassion”, exemplifies ICLI’s 
vision and commitment to serve the community at large. The Holy Quran is a book of Guidance and thus we 
are reminded of our duties towards society. 
Quran 49:13 “O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female and made you into na-
tions and tribes, that we may know each other not that we may despise (each other). Verily the most hon-
ored of you in the sight of God is (he who is) the most righteous of you. And God has full knowledge and is 
well acquainted (with all things).”   
 
It is critical, therefore, that we cherish, preserve and recognize the essential role we each play in developing 
inclusive societies where all citizens from all faiths and all communities can work together in a spirit of mutu-
al respect and understanding. 
 
During the past twelve months, a few new developments have happened in ICLI.  We had a very successful 
summer camp with about 80 children, who enjoyed a host of fun-filled summer activities.  We have started a 
full-time HIFZ (Memorization of the Holy Quran) program.  We also implemented a part-time Hafiz, Nazirah 
program, which operates from 4:30-7:00 pm.  Finally, ICLI now has our first full-time executive director, Mufti 
Mohammad Farhan who is specialized in Islamic Hadith studies, economics and finance.  We look forward to 
his spiritual leadership. 
 
I am also blessed to have a very dynamic and committed executive committee, who go above and beyond to 
serve the community. I would like to thank and express my gratitude to each member of the executive com-
mittee:  Br. Rashid, Br. Javeed, Br. Faisal, Br. Rizwan, Br. Amin, and Sr. Zainab.   Also, my sincere thanks go out 
to our Iman Hafiz Mohammed Ahmad. Further, I would like to offer a special thanks and appreciation to all of 
the office staff, the building management team and maintenance personnel.   
I pray that the God Almighty Grants us the wisdom and the will to serve Him and our community as is pre-
scribed to us in the Quran and in the teachings of our beloved Prophet Mohammed (Peace be upon him) 
Ameen. 
        Habeeb Ahmed 
        President Islamic Center of Long Island 
        2018-2020 
 
 

President’s Message 
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    Temple Sinai Of Roslyn  
   

         

      cherishes Our Friendship with  
 

 

             The Islamic Center Of Long Island 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 

         Rabbi Michael White 

         Richard Evans, President 
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MESSAGE FROM 
SILENT AUCTION COMMITTEE 2018 

On behalf of the Silent Auction Committee, we would like to sincerely thank all the people who generously 
donated items and money for this year’s Silent Auction.  
A special thank you to the ICLI Weekend School parents as well as the ICLI Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts for 
their generous contributions. The donations were used to create various themed baskets and to purchase 
select items auctioned at the event. 

 
Everyone’s generosity is greatly appreciated. 

From the volunteers who helped make this Silent Auction a success this year! 
 

Sincerely, 
Co-Chairs 

Sarah Eltabib        Seema Rahman 
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A Beautiful Program Of Youth Iftaar Arranged by ICLI 
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           November 18, 2018  

 Islamic Center of Long Island   
835 Brush Hollow Road  
Westbury, New York 11590  
  
Dear Friends of the Islamic Center of Long Island,  
  
I am honored to take the occasion of the Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI)’s Annual Gala 
Dinner to recognize this religious institution for its continued mission to serve our community 
while inspiring hope and compassion. ICLI works to engage the Muslim community by pre-
serving the religious and cultural identity of Islam, while educating families across Long Is-
land about the core Islamic principles.   
  
Throughout the year, the ICLI hosts events that bring together friends, neighbors and leaders 
from diverse backgrounds to celebrate religious diversity and inspire harmony. I applaud the 
ICLI for its dedication to building relationships and trust within our community.  
  
A very special congratulations to tonight’s honoree Ms. Joan Saltzman for her commitment to 
serving the community and for her unwavering dedication the ICLI. She has been a true advo-
cate for the ICLI and a champion in connecting people together.     
  
I would also like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to President Habeeb Ahmed, Chairper-
son Isma Chaudhry, the executive committee and board of trustees at the ICLI, and all the 
guests here tonight for their continuous commitment to promoting the rich values of Islam in 
a multicultural environment.   
  
Best wishes for a successful and enjoyable evening!  
  
  

Warm Regards,  

 

 

 

 

 

Judi Bosworth  
North Hempstead Town Supervisor  

Town Board 
VIVIANA L. RUSSELL 
PETER J. ZUKERMAN 
ANNA M. KAPLAN 
LEE SEEMAN 
DINA M. DE GIORGIO 

 
Town Clerk 
WAYNE H WINK, JR. 
CHARLES BERMAN Receiver Of Taxes 

   TOWN OF NORTH HEMPSTEAD  
     OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISOR 
 
                    TOWN HALL 
  220 PLANEDOME ROAD 
  MANHASSET, NY 11030 
  (516) 869-6311 
   FAX (516) 627-4204 

Supervisor  
JUDI BOSWORTH  
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Free Delivery 
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                November 18, 2018 

 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
It is my honor to congratulate the Islamic Center of Long Island on the occasion of your Annual Gala Dinner. I am thankful for the 
work that the ICLI does to promote harmony, tolerance, and respect throughout Nassau County’s communities. 
 
I’m also pleased to recognize the ICLI as an important partner in the Nassau County Police Department’s efforts to not only keep 
Nassau County one of the safest places in the country, but to also celebrate its diversity.  
 
I give my very best wishes for continued success and look forward to many more years of collaboration and friendship. Please enjoy 
your evening! 
 

 
Sincerely, 

        
Patrick J. Ryder  
Commissioner of Police 

PATRICK J. RYDER 

POLICE COMMISSIONER 

1490 Franklin Avenue 

Mineola, New York  11501 
(516) 573-8800 

LAURA CURRAN 

NASSAU COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
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NRS Accounting Services Inc. 
 

80 Hillside Ave 
Williston Park, NY 11596 

Phone: 516-873-0530 
Fax:  516-873-7275 

Contact: Bashir Kapdi 
  
 
 A full service accounting firm serving all types of business. 
 Small Business is our Specialty! 
 We prepare tax returns for Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations. 
 We prepare tax returns for Estates and Trusts. 
 Payroll & Sales Tax forms. 
 Offers and Compromise. 
 Proficient in Quick Books and Peachtree. 
 Assist in your Real Estate and Mortgage needs.  
 We are the "Friendly" accounting firm. 
 
 
 
 

10 % fee will be donated to Islamic 
Centre Of Long Island 
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Hope And Compassion 

 Hope and compassion are essential to every community. When we fail to mani-

fest these things, we can find ourselves imprisoned by anxiety. Anxiety attacks our faith 

in God and in ourselves and replaces it with uncertainty and fear leaving many feeling 

isolated and alone, in despair and darkness separated from the blessings and favor of 

God. The Islamic Center of Long Island serves as a light in our community that beckons 

each of us out of isolation, doubt and fear into warm fellowship with family and friends 

where we can pray together, listen to one another, and celebrate each other as chil-

dren of God.  

 This strong testimony of light cuts through the darkness of ignorance, fear and ha-

tred, for in the presence of this light, lies, myths, deception, and misconception cannot 

exist. They are quickly disregarded and replaced with the truth of God’s unconditional 

love. The presence of the Islamic Center of Long Island offers our community powerful 

benefits by virtue of this light where hope and compassion can replace anger and fear, 

attitudes can be changed and relationships can be established based on the love of 

God for all of His children. In this Light, we can renew our minds, deepen our faith and 

transform our world. 

 

 

Reverend Dr. Marcus D. Tillery  
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Weekend School In Progress…. 
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Summer Camp @ ICLI  
Field Trip to Cradle of Aviation Museum 
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Misquoting the Prophet of Mercy 

Ibrahim Negm  
Senior Advisor to the Grand Mufti of AlAzhar , PhD 
 

These days, 1.8 billion Muslims across the globe celebrate Prophet Mu-
hammad’s birth.  
The Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon him) is a model 
for all observant Muslims. Muslims not only revere the personality of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) but they strive to emulate 
him in accordance with the Qur’anic description of him as a “beautiful 
example.” Muslims remember the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) as the Qur’an describes him: a “mercy to the world.” His compas-
sion and magnanimity are immortalized in Islamic culture through both 
the high culture of poetic expression and the everyday stories parents tell their children. 
 The first prophetic saying that is taught to a student of Islam is, “Those who show mercy are shown mercy by 
the All-Merciful. Show mercy to those who are on earth and the One in the heavens will show mercy to you." 
What observant Muslims have learned about Islam and the Prophet Mohammad (peace and blessings be up-
on him) have been taken from the clear, pristine, and scholarly understanding of the role of the Prophet as 
gift of mercy catered to all human beings.  
 
This profound example of mercy is being deliberately tarnished and misquoted by extremists everywhere 
who commit abominable crimes against Prophetic reports—they take the Prophet’s words out of context and 
imbue them with the worst of meanings, violence, and savagery.  
 
They are totally ignorant of the tools of comprehending hadith, the rules of inference, the objectives of Is-
lamic law and its principles. As a result, the words of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) which fill 
hearts with peace and mercy and reverence for religion are replaced with ugly, bloody, distorted words 
which fill hearts with repulsion and fear. 
 

This warped extremism is illustrated in the report about the three men who went to the Prophet’s wives to 
ask about his worship. When they were informed about it, they considered their worship insufficient and 
said, "How far we fall from the Prophet’s example for Allah has forgiven his past and future sins!" 
Then one of them said, "I will offer prayer throughout the night forever."  
The other said, "I will fast [everyday] throughout the year and will not break my fast." 
The third said, "I will keep away from women and will never marry." 
 
Upon hearing this, the Messenger of Allah [peace and blessings be upon him] went to them and said, "Are 
you the same people who said such-and-such? By Allah, I am more submissive to Allah and more mindful of 
Him than you; yet I fast and break my fast, I sleep and I pray, and I marry. So, he who does not follow my way 
in religion, is not from me (not one of my followers)." This kind of extremism is measured according to its ap-
proach and practice; when numerous, it becomes reprehensible and turns into comprehensive dogmatic ex-
tremism. 



37 

ICLI Annual Gala Dinner 2018 AD / 1440AH 

 
The more hazardous kind of extremism is the one based on confused and erroneous beliefs. It is the second 
kind of extremism and is called comprehensive dogmatic extremism. Its seeds were sown by Ibn Dhil-
Khuwaisara al-Tamimi when he confronted the Messenger of Allah [peace and blessings be upon him].  Abu 
Sa’id al-Khudri [may Allah be pleased with him] narrated, “While the Prophet [peace and blessings be upon 
him] was distributing the spoils of war after the battle of Hunain, Abdullah Ibn Dhil-Khuwaisara al-Tamimi 
approached him and said, ‘Be just, O Messenger of Allah!’ The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said, ‘Woe to you! Who would be just if I were not?’  'Umar Ibn al-Khattab [may Allah be pleased with him] 
said, "Allow me to cut off his neck!” The Prophet said, “Leave him, for he has companions; you will look 
down upon your prayers and fasting when you compare them with theirs. Yet they will pass through reli-
gion as an arrow passes through game.” 
In another wording of the hadith, it was reported that the Prophet [peace and blessings be upon him] said, 
“There will arise among you people who share his same disposition. They will recite the Quran but it will 
not go beyond their throats and they will kill Muslims and spare idolaters. They will pass through religion 
just as an arrow passes through game. If I should live up to their time, I will kill them as the people of Ad 
were killed.”                              
 

This year’s message around these beautiful days of celebrating the Prophet’s birth is simple and yet deci-
sive. Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) was sent as a gift of mercy for the entire 
world. Extremist ideologies must be challenged and rooted out with a proper presentation of true teach-
ings of our beloved Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), the ones that have been passed down for 
centuries through the wisdom of a collective mass of sages and scholars. American Muslims are the best 
ones to do this job at this critical time.  
 
 

 

 
 
 

                   Congratulations to the 

                  Islamic Center of Long Island 
"In a chaotic and hate filled world, ICLI continues to be a resource of education, 

tolerance and understanding. Your Board and congregation demonstrate these virtues ever day through 
works of charity and community. My involvement with the Center continues to provide me with a 

model of humility and humanity which is sorely missing otherwise in our world.  The new Center will 

be a focal point for the continuation of ICLI's mission.” 

Michael A. L. Balboni 
President & Managing Director 
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Laura Curran was sworn into office as Nassau County Executive on Monday, January 1, 2018.  She is the 
9th County Executive in County history, and the first woman elected to the office.  Immediately prior, she 
served as a member of the Nassau County Legislature from 2014-2017.      
County Executive Curran, who represents more than 1.3 million residents, has said her priorities are 
reestablishing faith and trust at the highest levels of government, working with local municipalities to fos-
ter economic development and regional projects that support and enhance the use of mass transit, and 
the restoration of order to a county budget process that historically yields deficits. 
Restoring Faith and Trust in Government 
Within 30 days of taking office County Executive Curran issued an executive order barring any member of 
her staff, including department heads, commissioners and deputies, from holding leadership positions in a 
political party or committee. It also prohibits her appointees from contributing to the County Executive’s 
campaign committee.  
Encouraging Economic Development 
Advancing economic development in Nassau County is a key component of County Executive Curran’s 
agenda. She is actively working on strategic investments in public infrastructure and transit-oriented-
developments (TODs), as well as the implementation of reforms to its Industrial Development Agency 
(IDA). 
Operating with Fiscal Integrity 
Even before she was inaugurated into office, County Executive Curran knew that restoring Nassau County 
to true fiscal health was going to be one of her biggest challenges. Taking steps to balance the budget, 
while providing the services residents expect and without increasing the financial burden on property 
owners, the County Executive submitted a $3 billion no-property-tax-hike budget for 2019. A barebones 
budget, it provides for a fully functioning Department of Assessment, public safety, special programs, and 
NICE Bus. She understands that it is going to take some time and a lot of hard work to clean up the fiscal 
mess she inherited.  
Personal 
County Executive Curran began her career as a reporter at the NY Daily News and the NY Post. She special-
ized in in-depth features, often writing about Long Island. She was an adjunct professor of journalism at 
SUNY Purchase. 
She started in public service as a Trustee on the Baldwin Board of Education from 2011-2014, serving as 
president in her final year. 
She earned her B.A. in Liberal Arts at Sarah Lawrence College, and lives in Baldwin with her husband and 
their three daughters. 
 

                Keynote Speaker 
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Senator Elaine Phillips was elected in 2016 to represent the 7th Senate District in Nassau County, following 
a long and successful career in finance, and public service as Mayor of the Village of Flower Hill. 

In the Senate, Elaine has worked to apply her experience to deliver honest, responsive and effective gov-
ernment, install fiscal responsibility and lower the cost of living and working in New York. She currently 
serves as Chair of the Senate Banks Committee, as well as the Ethics Committee. 

Elaine has championed lower taxes and voted to reject billions of dollars in tax increases. Her insistence on 
delivering our fair share has resulted in record State aid for Long Island schools, additional funding for 
highways and local roads, and $10 million in special grants to schools, libraries, fire companies, veterans 
and nonprofit groups in communities throughout the district. 

She has authored seven laws—including historic domestic violence legislation that keeps guns away from 
known abusers—and helped inspire dozens more, including the landmark law to stop sexual harassment 
in the workplace, doubled tax credits for families with child care expenses, and protected Nassau County 
homeowners from hidden property tax hikes. 

She has partnered with lawmakers on both sides of the political aisle to protect Long Island’s drinking wa-
ter supply, improve transparency and accountability and rebuild public trust in government, and has 
earned a reputation at the Capitol for her hard work and integrity. 

Senator Phillips is especially proud of her and her staff’s work assisting more than 3,000 individual constit-
uents navigate government bureaucracy and solve problems.Elaine was the first in her family to attend 
college, and graduated with a Bachelor’s degree and an MBA in Finance from Penn State University. She 
and her husband, Andy, are parents of three daughters, Kate, Hannah and Sarah. 

           Guest Speaker 



40 

ICLI Annual Gala Dinner 2018 AD / 1440AH 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mohammed Mahmoud and his wife, Kedija Nur, who were both born in the Somali re-
gion of Eastern Ethiopia, gracefully enjoy their septuagenarian age, their fulfilling marriage 
since March,1964, the pleasure of four great children – two daughters and two sons – and, 
most of all, six loveable grandchildren who Mohammed often says that – had he known he will 
love them this much, he would have had them first! 
  
Mohammed was adopted by his uncles at an early stage from his family and domicile to a 
small town called Mojo, where he dubbed a notorious nick name “Mohammed Mojo” ever 
since. 
     
Fast forward Mohammed was always a good provider and was very involved in his children’s 
Life made sure they get well educated and pass to their children the kind of best aptitude one 
would be proud to bequeath to them. That, with the grace of Allah, he hopes they have 
achieved. 
  
Mohammed is a man of great convictions and holds everyone around him to the same virtues. 
He is a religious man who believe in uplifting Muslims and Islam. His other passion is helping 
students who otherwise would have no means to universities around the world.   
  
Besides his faith, he has enduring attachment to the Commercial Aviation: He has been in it for 
over five decades. He had only two major employment: 1961 - 1984 to one Airline and 
since1986 to his Company. In 1978 his employer, Ethiopian Airlines, promoted him to NY to 
take over the last function remaining with TWA - The American Company who established 
Ethiopian Airlines in 1946. He heads and establish - In the United States of America- the first 
African Airline Supply Chain Office. The last task TWA held.   
Mohammed retired from Ethiopian Airlines in 1984 and in 1986 established his own aviation 
business – Aero Industrial Sales co. in 1986 which after 32 years is still flourishing. 
  
Mohammed Mahmoud cherishes your prayers a lot for him. 

         President’s Award 
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             Chairman’s Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Abdul Jamil Khan was born and raised in Allahabad, India.  It was there that he received 
both his early school training and college education. Dr. Khan was a devoted student and he ob-
tained his medical education at Kings George Medical College, in Lucknow, India where he 
graduated in 1962. He further continued his training and postgraduate medical education, at 
Post Graduate Institute in Chandigarh, India, in the field of Pediatrics.  After graduating, he 
served as a faculty member at Jawaharlal Nehru Medical College, and Aligarh Muslim Universi-
ty. 
 
Dr. Khan moved to the United States in 1969 and completed his studies in Pediatrics, where he 
specialized in the field of Pediatric Nephrology, at the Jewish Hospital of Brooklyn, an affiliate of 
SUNY Downstate Medical Center.From 1992-1998, Dr. Khan served as chairman of Pediatrics 
at Inter-Faith Medical Center, Brooklyn, and SUNY Down State.  Due to his commitment to the 
medical field, Dr. Khan contributed more than 100 published research papers. During his tenure, 
he also published several chapters in medical related books in the area of Pediatrics and Pedi-
atric Nephrology. 
 
After Dr. Khan’s retirement from his medical career, he pursued his lifelong passion for studying 
and writing about History and Linguistics. As a result, he is a published author of various books 
related to this subject.  One of his books, titled “The Politics of Language, Urdu/Hindi: An Artifi-
cial Divide”, is profoundly scholarly and exceptionally well- researched with a plethora of histori-
cal facts.  In the book, Dr. Khan suggests “that London deliberately set India’s Hindu and Muslim 
population against each other in the 1800’s by artificially splitting their one language in two”.  
Dr. Khan’s passion for history and linguistics enabled him to share his knowledge as he present-
ed at national and international conferences on the subject of linguistics. 
 
Dr. Khan served as President of the Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI) for a full term. Since 
then, he has been a member of the ICLI’s Board of Trustees, where he enthusiastically partici-
pated on the education and finance committees. 
 

Dr. Jamil Khan is married to Dr. Farida Khan, also a founding member of ICLI. He is a proud fa-
ther and father- in law of Faiz & Nazia, and Faiza & Leonard. He is an even prouder grandfather 
of five grandchildren, Zain, Noah, Layla, Zahra, and Zade. 
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      Honored Speaker 

Mufti Farhan is raised in New York. He completed his initial education and High School in New York. He 
pursued his education for 8 years in Islamic studies. In which, he completed a bachelor’s degree in Arabic 
and Islamic Sciences, specializing in hadith studies, and then went on to complete a Masters in Islamic The-
ology from Binoria International University, Pakistan. Finally, he accomplished a PhD in Islamic Jurispru-
dence and Law, from the same University. He is also specialized in Islamic Economics and Finance. 
Currently, he is the Executive Director of Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI) Westbury, NY.  
He is the Co-founder & President of a Non-for-Profit Organization for Youth called “Children of Adam”. 
For more than a decade, following are the initiatives for the youth that Mufti Farhan has worked on: 
Promote confidence, self-esteem and the ability to set and achieve goals for the 
youth through the directives of Islam. 
 
• Create dedication to the principles of positive and effective youth development. 
• Provide platform and resources to ensure quality and core competencies for youth development and 
community leadership. 
• Develop confidence that youth shall grow up in a healthy, substance/abuse-free environment and be a 
productive member of crime-free society. 

• Expand the youth horizon to achieve high academic status, be physically/mentally fit and become cul-
turally sound. 
• Equip youth to get education and meet the skills required to be a member in the 21st century work-
force. Offer workshops to educate youth in the fields of religion, academics as well as carriers and profes-
sions. 
• Ensure the youth has programs and/or places available to them that provide a safe and well guided en-
vironment. 
• Enable youth to encounter a positive experience as a result of the programs. 

• Strive that youth are leaving the programs and events better off than they were before they attended 
them, and  assess individual needs for appropriate assistance. 

• Refer youth to places in which they can go to receive guidance in a safe environment. 
• Design training seminars, retreats, conventions and diverse programs to enhance the development of 
youth. 
• Inspire youth by providing learning opportunities to increase and expand Islamic knowledge to en-
hance positive personality characteristics and skills. 
Compile inter-faith programs for youths to enhance in learning and teaching about the different religions 
and cultures. 
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       Community Service Award 

 
 
 
ICNA Relief strives to uplift the underserved in the US through a nationwide network of shelters, food 
pantries, health clinics, skill development programs, disaster relief services, refugee services and 
more. ICNA Relief works to build healthy communities, strengthen families and create opportunities 
for those in despair while maintaining their dignity and advocating for their basic human needs. 
 
ICNA Relief has worked alongside several governmental agencies and major NGOs including FEMA 
(Federal Emergency Management Agency), NVOAD (National Volunteer Organizations Active in Disas-
ter), American Red Cross, NECHAMA Jewish Response to Disaster, Habitat for Humanity, NYDIS (New 
York Disaster Interfaith Services), CCUSA (Catholic Charities USA), LSSDR (Lutheran Social Services Dis-
aster Response), UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) and the New York State Chaplain 
Task Force. 
 
At ICNA Relief we believe in the importance of good governance, ethical management practices 
and accountability to our donors. We are an Accredited Charity meeting all the standards by BBB and 
Gold-Level GuideStar Nonprofit, demonstrating this organization’s commitment to transparency. 
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Joan Saltzman is the embodiment of inspiring leadership, civic responsibility and generous philanthropy.  
As an advocate and activist, she has shown rare courage and commitment in working to protect Long Is-
land’s and New York State’s most vulnerable residents, combat discriminatory policies and practices, and 
strengthen and expand health and human services. 
 
A graduate of Barnard College, Ms. Saltzman has had a significant impact on health and mental health ser-
vices. Her efforts laid the foundation for citizen involvement and equal access by persons of differing ages, 
races, backgrounds and abilities to improved resources, including safe, supportive and affordable housing. 
On the state level, between 1973 and 1985, Ms. Saltzman served as a member of key state policy and plan-
ning bodies, including the NYS Health Coordinating Council; the NYS Office of Mental Hygiene Planning 
Council; as Chairperson of the Special Housing Task Force of the Office of Mental Hygiene Council on Citi-
zen Participation; and as Co-Chair of the NYS Special Mental Health Committee of the Task Force for the 
Development of Community Residential and Rehabilitation Programs.  On the local level, she served as 
Planning Chair of the Nassau County Mental Health Board.  
 
In 1960, Ms. Saltzman helped found the North Shore Child & Family Guidance Association, serving as a 
board member and also president.  In 1972, she co-founded Community Advocates, a non-profit organiza-
tion that has been a major catalyst for social and racial justice, affordable housing and housing for home-
less individuals and families on Long Island.  She served as president for 14 years and still serves on its 
board and executive committee.  She was a founder of the Long Island Community Foundation in 1978, 
serving on its board and grants committee for more than 30 years, and also a founder of the Long Island 
Fund for Women and Girls (recently renamed the Long Island Women’s Fund).   
 
Ms. Saltzman became a well-known expert in the development of apartments and group homes within the 
community for persons leaving psychiatric institutions and persons with emotional and developmental dis-
abilities. Starting in the early 1980’s, she founded Long Island's first residence for children with autism and 
related disabilities, and then founded residences for teens and for adults with special needs. 
 
Ms. Saltzman and her husband, Ambassador Arnold A. Saltzman, have shared a lifelong dedication to help-
ing people in need.  In 1991, through their vision and generosity, a new facility was built on the Hofstra 
University campus to house child development and outreach programs for families and children from 
Hempstead and surrounding communities.  In recognition of their support, the University named the facili-
ty the Joan and Arnold Saltzman Community Services Center.  Ms. Saltzman is currently chair of the Cen-
ter’s board. 
 

                 Interfaith Award 
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                 Interfaith Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 The Reverend Dr. Marcus D. Tillery proudly serves as Pastor of the Community Church of East Williston 
since July, 2017. He was born and raised by his paternal Great Grandmother on a small family farm in Till-
ery, North Carolina.  
  
Marcus is an alumnus of North Carolina A&T State University where he earned the Bachelor of Science in 
Industrial Technology. He earned the Masters of  
Science and the Doctor of Philosophy in Industrial Technology from Iowa State University of Science and 
Technology in Ames, Iowa. Marcus earned the Masters of Divinity degree from the Princeton Theological 
Seminary as a capstone for a life of service to humanity and his calling to preach and teach the Word of 
God. 
  
Marcus brings over 25 years of experience in higher education to the ministry, having served as a profes-
sor of engineering technology and administratively as Department Chair, Dean, Provost and Vice President 
of Academic Affairs. He has served in business and industry, working his way up from process engineer to 
plant superintendent in the plastics packaging industry.  
 
Most recently, he served in the Mission for Social Justice at the Riverside Church in Manhattan, as well as 
Interim Pastor and Worship Leader at the historic First African Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania and Brook Presbyterian Church in Hillburn, New York. His career is highlighted by unique abilities 
to vision, develop and lead innovative enterprises, build sustainable partnerships and drive strategic de-
ployment. Marcus possesses the collaborative spirit and the ethical and moral compass necessary to lead 
in today’s challenging times. 
  
Marcus is the proud father of four, Teon, Kharmika, Marcus II and Kaya. He is engaged to be married to 
Ms. Angela Spencer, the love of his life. Marcus values family as his foundation and the source of his inspi-
ration to serve all of God’s children. 
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 Ilyas And the Duck Event Organized by ICLI 
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6800 Jericho Turnpike, Suite 109W, Syosset, NY 11791-4401 

ERASE Racism 

 
 

 

 
 

 

V. Elaine Gross, President 
& 

 Board and Staff  

Salute  

Islamic Center of Long Island  
 

& 

Executive Director 
 

Mufti Mohammad Farhan 
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Role of Compassion in Muslim Ethics  
 
 
Islam today means many different things to many different people. Seeing the magnitude and scale of vio-
lence plaguing many societies across the globe, some have no choice but to ask: “Are Muslims capable of 
showing any compassion at all?” I find this question highly suspect and problematic. Yet, I do not blame 
them. Within the rich history of Muslims’ intellectual traditions, we find a plethora of ethical concepts that 
were developed and are still relevant to today’s society. One such concept is compassion. 
 
In the Noble Qur’an, one cannot but to notice the abundance of Arabic idioms to denote Rahman. This term 
“is used to denote the type of tenderness which stimulates in one the urge to show kindness to others.” It 
covers “the qualities of love, compassion, benevolence, and generosity.” One of the chapters in the Qur’an 
is called al-Rahman, meaning Most Compassionate. This term is significantly a divine attribute of God. It is 
an attribute that finds itself mentioned no further than the second verse of the first chapter of the Qur’an. 
(Q.1:2) Various exegetes have shown that this verse’s relation to the proceeding verses indicates that God’s 
mercy and compassion encompass all aspects of His creations. Indeed, His mercy encompasses all things. 
(Q.7:156) Incidentally, Muslims are encouraged to recite “In the Name of God, Most Compassionate, Most 
Merciful” before they begin an act. The point to note here is that this recitation is not just a mere invoca-
tion by the Muslims. This recitation is supposed to be a reminder for them to embody the divine values of 
mercy and compassion within themselves and in every conduct of theirs. In an important verse in the 
Qur’an, God says that He had inscribed upon Himself the law of mercy. (Q.6:12) In another verse, God tells 
man not to despair of His mercy. (Q.39:53) Thus, there is no doubt that God, as portrayed in the Qur’an, is 
essentially a benevolent God. 
 
The presence of compassion can also be discerned from its various extensions in ethics. The basis of imper-
atives such as to be kind, just and tolerant, is always compassion. There are various ahadith [recorded tradi-
tions of Prophet Muhammad PBUH] to indicate this. One oft-quoted saying of Muhammad PBUH is: 
“Be merciful to the inhabitants of the earth and He who is in Heaven will be merciful to you.” 
In another similar saying, Prophet Muhammad PBUH said: 
“One who is not compassionate, God will not be compassionate to him.” 
The references in Islamic sources to argue for a tolerant, just and merciful conduct in all affairs of Muslim 
life are too numerous for me to elaborate here. 
 
It is important to note also that compassion is an ethical imperative that extends itself to all humanity, even 
the natural world. In one narration, one of the Companions of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH, Abu Musa al-
Ash’ari told him that “You remind us so frequently concerning compassion (rahmah) even though we actu-
ally think that we are compassionate toward one another.” To this, Prophet Muhammad PBUH replied: “But 
I mean compassion to all”, meaning here, to humanity at large, including to animals and all of God’s crea-
tions. 
 
The feeding of the poor, protecting the orphans, being kind to parents and practicing forgiveness and re-
strain of anger, are all dominant themes within the Qur’an and further exemplified in Prophet Muhammad’s 
PBUH life. In fact, the Qur’an declares that even prayers are meaningless if one does not have any regards 
for the feeding of the poor and protecting the orphans. (Q.107:1-7) 
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It is important here to point out the reason why Islam pays so much attention to helping the poor, the 
needy and the weak – it is because of the high value it attaches to the dignity and worth of a human be-
ing. In fact, human life is regarded with so much sanctity that the Qur’an declares that to kill an innocent 
man is akin to killing an entire human race (Q.5:32). Without the value that one attaches to human life, 
there can be no justification for any form of compassion. This sanctity accorded to man is further exempli-
fied in man’s assigned role and responsibility as God’s vicegerent on earth (Q.33:72), He is to administer 
the world in the best manner and not to create corruptions on this earth (fasad fi’l-ard), a theme often 
mentioned in the Qur’an. 
Even in Muslim legal theory, there exist concepts to extend compassion within society, albeit through a 
legal framework. The most important of these are the five basic values that must be protected within Di-
vine Law. These are the protection of and right to (1) life, (2) religion, (3) intellect, (4) lineage or honor, 
and (5) property. These five basic values cannot be violated upon any individual. They form the aims and 
objectives of Divine law. 

 

Mufti Mohammad Farhan, Ph.D  
Executive Director ICLI 

Role of  the Zakat Committee 
Zakat committee consist of  four board members and two general members. It is led by brother Ghulam M 

din. Committee members meet Ist Monday of each month. All applications collected by office staff during 

previous month are reviewed  by committee members to ensure  that the needy and other deserving 

groups receive proper support from ICLI  community. The distributions are conducted  according to Islamic 

principles while abiding by federal, state and  local regulations for non profit organizations. Zakat  com-

mittee selects the priorities according to the circumstances and needs of the community, nation and the 

Muslim Ummah at large. 

 In 2016 and 2017, zakat committee of ICLI  Alhamdullilah has distributed $300,000 to poor and 

needy. Zakat funds are mostly distributed  to individuals in NYC, Nassau and Suffolk county. Zakat com-

mittee will like to thank and encourage members of the community to continue to support ICLI in this en-

deavor for sake of All SWT and for sake of purifying their own  wealth. 

Ibn Taimiah said that, “ the soul of one who gives Zakat is blessed and so is his wealth” 

Zakat committee  like to request ICLI community  members to refer deserving candidates. Application can 

be obtained by contacting ICLI office at (516) 333-3495. 

         On Behalf of Zakat Committee, 

         Farida Chaudhri MD 

         ICLI Board Member  
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Highlights from the 2017 Gala 
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       ICLI Cares 

Oct-29-2018 Prayer Vigil held at ICLI Standing in Solidarity with prayers for Jewish 
community of Pittsburgh and Humanity 
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EID 2018 At 
Mitchel Athletic Complex 
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                  Hall Rentals at ICLI 

- Masjid/Lower Level 

- Courtyard 

- Basket Ball Court 

 For detailed information 
please contact the ICLI office. 
Ph:516-333-3495 
Email: info@icliny.org 
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                            Hall Rentals at ICLI 
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Islamic Center Of Long Island On a mission to keep Westbury 
blooming like these beautiful flowers. 
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NY Knicks Super Star Enes Kanter  Visited ICLI 
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    Message From Saturday School Chair 
      Dr. Naz Daniyal 

 
Salaam Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuhu, 
Welcome to ICLI Saturday School 2018-2019.  
By the Grace of Allah( SWT), under the guidance of the Executive Committee and with the steady, experi-
enced leadership of Sr. Zainab Bey, we have had a very smooth and well-organized start to the  new school 
year. With the return of our dedicated volunteer Education Committee of Saturday school, we were able to 
utilize our experience and familiarity with managing the school last year to align our vision and execute 
much needed and anticipated changes to the weekend school. Along with our Sunday school counterparts, 
and with a renewed spirit of collaboration and transparency, we were able to execute an efficient transition 
into the 2018-2019 school year. 
 
The groundwork for this transition had to be laid well before the new school year began. We were able to 
conduct interviews for all our returning teachers as well has hire new and qualified teachers in the process, 
and were able to match each teacher with the appropriate age-group and co-teacher that would enable  
the classroom and their collaborative spirit to thrive. Each classroom has been assigned a pair of teachers 
based on their compatibility and personality in order to complement each other’s strengths and work syn-
ergistically. We were also able to redesign the delivery of lunch to our classrooms in order to minimize 
classroom disruptions and missed learning time. We were able to utilize Mufti Farhan’s knowledge and ex-
perience to lay the groundwork for a new, robust Salah curriculum, which is still in development. We were 
also able to start planning for the most appreciated activities and events of last year such as Peace Day, Su-
rah Competition and Graduation, and start high level discussions about new programs that we would like to 
implement this coming year for our youth. And all this happened even before the first weekend of the 
school year! 
 
The Salah curriculum has been further developed by the addition of new teachers, and each student has 
received individualized testing, and then grouped into groups based on their current Arabic and Quran un-
derstanding. This has allowed for a more customized and personalized approach to their current knowledge 
and development. 
 
We conducted a bake sale on the premises to raise money for the ICLI Gala which was very exciting for the 
kids as it gave them various choices of sweets and savories, and the children were thrilled to be part of the 
fundraising effort.  
 
We have a very exciting line-up of activities and events planned for our children for this upcoming school 
year, and we hope that you stay tuned for all the latest updates and happenings for ICLI Saturday school.  
Jazak Allah Khair for all your support and encouragement.  
Sincerely, 
 

Naz Daniyal Khan 
Chair- ICLI Saturday School 
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Bake Sale arranged By the Saturday School 
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As-salamu-alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuhu, 
 
The 2018-19 school year is off to a great start thanks to the collaborative efforts between the education 
committee members and ICLI leadership. The Sunday School has been operating for many decades now. 
Our efforts are dedicated towards instilling a culture of continuous improvement in the school. Not being 
satisfied with status quo and constantly pushing our leadership, teachers, students, parents and volunteers 
towards raising the bar every year is our mission.  
 
Some of our goals for this year are improving the classroom experience for our students, offering 
professional training and development for our teachers and increasing overall student, parent and teacher 
engagement. We started by having all our returning and new teachers go through a thorough interview 
process to ensure there is a good fit between the skills, knowledge and motivation of the candidates and 
the needs of the school. Every week, the dedicated volunteer education committee spends hours pouring 
over and reviewing lesson plans, observing teachers and students in the classroom in addition to managing 
the overall operations. With Sr. Zainab Bey’s expertise in the area, we are able to offer professional 
development for our teachers right at ICLI. We are fortunate to have Mufti Farhan’s guidance and 
participation in strengthening our Salah Program. He has been working with the Salah teachers and 
coordinators and proividing valuable input as needed. We welcome Parent participation and feedback and 
do our best to incorporate suggestions.  
 
The school year has just begun and we have many more events and activities to look forward to. In 
December, we will be celebrating Peace Day (modeled after the United Nations Peace Day Celebrations). 
In addition to participating in the annual Speech Competition at the Muslim Center in Queens, we will 
continue with the Surah Competition introduced last year. The library is undergoing changes and parent 
and student feedback is solicited by the library committee.  
It is equally rewarding for us to see our graduating students every year, In Sha Allah, ready to transition to 
college life as it is to see our youth returning to volunteer and give back to the community they grew up in. 
Our basket ball coaches, salah coordinators and other volunteers play a very important role in the school’s  
success every year.  
 
In addition to learning about our religion -  Islam, our students also spend time practising some basic tenets 
such as giving back to the community through fund-raisers and donations and by simply being good human 
beings. We hope the values they learn at Sunday School will stay with them for the rest of their lives, 
especially Salah.  We look forward to a rewarding  year. 
 
Jazakallah Khair for all the support everyone offers to the school. I would like to especially thank my 
Education Committee members Nadia Pervez, Gulnoor Khwaja and Sarah Eltabib who volunteer numerous 
hours every year and surely but silently keep the wheels of the school in motion year round!  
 
Hina Kausar 
Chair – ICLI Sunday School 
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Brief Recap 
By Faroque A Khan—Chair Interfaith Institute Board of Trustees (BOT) and Member ICLI -BOT 

 

Brief recap of some major highlights since the 2017 annual ICLI dinner: 
 

 Vision: Be a Center of excellence for developing and sustaining a progressive, vibrant interfaith communi-
ty and a nurturing environment for the society at large.  
 

Mission: Engage Muslims and members of other faiths by promoting values and teachings of Islam and 
other faiths and to advocate/promote inter-faith harmony in a multicultural environment in accordance 
with the Holy Quran and the Sunnah.”  
 
Institute Governance: On Dec 31st 2017 the IFI board members completed their three-year term. The IFI 
was delighted to welcome back—Rev Dr. Calvin O. Butts, Rev Tom Goodhue, Ms. Jean Kelly, Dr. Unni 
Mooppan, Imam Malik Mujahid, Dr Faroque A Khan and Prof Diana Eck to serve on the board of IFI for a  
 
second three-year term from Jan 2018 to Dec 2020. 
The current 40-member IFI board has thirteen members from ICLI (eight from the ICLI board and five from 

the general membership). In addition IFI board is blessed to have six members from various clergy—Imam 

Malik Mujahid, Rabbi Michael White, Rev Tom Goodhue, Rev Mark Lukens, Rev Vicky Eastland, Rev Joann 

Barrett,  president of SUNY @ OW-Dr Calvin Butts, dean of Hofstra university-Benjamin Rifkin,  emeritus 

professors Arthur Dobrin and Arfa Khan , CEO of Ethan Allen Mr Farooq Kathwari, representatives from 

media Robert Keeler,  and public officials-Tom Suozzi, Mayor Peter Cavallaro, activists and representatives 

from other masajids-IALI/MDQ/Hamza academy, and representatives from  Iranian, Jain and Sikh commu-

nities.  

Here are some highlights of programs IFI sponsored and or supported in 2018: 
March 7,2018: Sr Shaida Khan represented IFI at the 2018 American Jewish Committee (AJC) NY / ACCESS 
NY Diplomatic and Interfaith Seder at the B’nai Jeshurun synagogue upper West Side in NYC. 
 
April 19,2018: Sr Shaida Khan represented the Interfaith Institute of the ICLI in the 8th Annual Gala orga-
nized by The Muslim Community Network (MCN). 
 

May 8, 2018: Sr Shaida Khan represented the IFI at the annual Pre-Ramadan Conference which brings to-

gether NYPD Officers and members of the Muslim community at One Police Plaza Headquarters in NYC.  

July 27th 2018—IFI board member Tom Suozzi hosted a Congressional briefing in Washington in which the 
IFI supported book WISEUP was introduced to 100 plus congressional staff and elected officials. 
Sept 16th 2018: IFI board member Robert Keeler organized and moderated a program titled: If News is 
Fake What is at Stake. Over 150 attendees participated and several news reports resulted from this. 
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Oct 7th 2018—Third annual IFI awards event, this year’s awardee was Rabbi Jerome Davidson. An attractive 

journal spear headed by Br Sohail Nabi highlighting the 1400 plus year history of Jewish-Muslim relations 

was shared with the 100 plus attendees, in addition a lively informative chat was held with the two national 

co-chairs of Muslim Jewish Advisory Council- Mr Farooq Kathwari CEO of Ethan Allen, IFI board member and 

Mr Stanley Bergman former president of AJC and CEO of Henry Schein Inc.  Thanks to Dr Unni Mooppan’s 

initiative and support the highlights of this seminal event will be broadcast globally on the Keralite TV out-

let. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IFI Board Members at the 3rd Annual Awards Event-Oct 7th 2018: Standing L to R last row: Rev. Mark 
Lukens, Br Sohail Nabi, CEO of Ethan Allen Farooq Kathwari, Dr Unni Mooppan, Sant Singh Parhar, Imam 
Khalid S Lateef, standing middle row L to R: Rev Tom Goodhue, Dr Syed Yousuf, Rabbi Michael White, Prof 
Marjaneh Issapour, Dean Benjamin Rifkin, Sr Zainab Bey-seated L to R: Faroque A Khan, Sr Seema Rahman, 
Dr Panna Shah, Prof Arfa Khan, Chaplain Sr Sanaa Nadim, Rev Vicky Eastland. 
Picture Legend: L to R.  Anna Kaplan-Councilwoman town of North Hempstead, Judy Bosworth Supervisor 

town of North Hempstead, IFI awardee Rabbi Jerome Davidson, Dr Faroque A. Khan and NYS Assemblyman 

Chuck Levine.  
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Institute Trustees presenting award to Professor Eck 

Dialogue with Muslim Jewish Advisory Council Speakers 

 
Impact of the Programs:  
So far—early November- over 300 guests –majority from other faiths visited ICLI, many for the first time 
and the evaluations have been very upbeat, reassuring and uplifting.  
 
Sunday, Nov 4th – IFI and Domestic Harmony Foundation workshop for Clergy/Imams - With focus on fami-
ly dynamics: IFI guest: Imam Mohd Majid - Former ISNA President and Senior Imam at Adams Center in VA. 
Panelists: Rev Dwight Wolter IFI Board, Rabbi Michael White, IFI Board Member and others. 
Sunday Nov 11th 2018- Book Discussion: The Sunflower by Simon Weisenthal - A prisoner in a concentra-
tion camp is asked for forgiveness by a dying Nazi Soldier. What would you do if you were in such a situa-
tion? 
The Book Discussion will be moderated by Prof. Arthur Dobrin with panelists Rev. Tom Goodhue, Rabbi Lin-
da Henry Goodman, Joshua Green and Prof Faroque Khan.  
Friday Nov 23rd 2018 Evening—Interfaith Sabbath service at Temple Beth-Ol-Elohim, Jericho. 
Sunday, Dec 2nd – 2:15 pm to 4:30 pm: True Jihad - Yesterday’s Hero Today’s Need. Celebrating Emir Abdel 
Kader (1808-1882): Speakers: Sr Sahar Hussain (IFI), Mufti Farhaan, and others.  
Sunday April 28th 2019 --Passover Cedar at ICLI–2:15 pm to 4:30 pm. Organized by IFI Board Members-
Dean Benjamin Rifkin and Rabbi Michael White. 
 

P.S: As I write this report in early November 2018 I am encouraged by the great interest from the commu-
nity and the positive written feedback from attendees. 
 

For further information about the Interfaith Institute, or to be added to their mailing list for future events, 
call 516.434.0313 or E-mail: Faroquekhan@outlook.com  and do visit the evolving web site at 
www.interfaithny.com. 
 

Faroque A Khan –On behalf of IFI executive board: Seema Rahman, Marjaneh Issapour, Sahar Hussain, 
Khalid S Lateef, Sohail Nabi and Dr. Unni Mooppan. 

 

    

 

 

The National Center for Suburban Studies at Hofstra University  
 And The Celebration of Suburban Diversity Committee 

Congratulates the Islamic Center of Long Island,  

its President Habeeb Ahmed 

   and tonight's esteemed honorees for their work to make  

  Long Island a more tolerant place for ALL people.  

 

mailto:Faroquekhan@outlook.com
http://www.interfaithny.com
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Ghazi Yahya Khankan Scholarship Fund of ICLI 

 
In honor of his leadership for the Muslim Community, activism 

through positive civic engagement and interfaith coalition 
building and determination in aspiring Muslim Youth to be a 

part of something bigger than themselves. 
- Scholarship Fund – $1,500 for 2018 

 

- Awarded at ICLI’s Annual Dinner in November to One recipient. 

 

- For High School Seniors or College Attending Students (Undergrad 

and Graduate Students)  -  Priority will be given to ICLI members 

 

- Application Window – October 1st – October 31st of each year 

 

- Award to be presented based on academic excellence and 

achievement, Civic Engagement, ICLI Volunteerism and degree of 

Islamic knowledge 

 

- Request for Funding (Check made out to ICLI with “Scholarship 

Fund” in remarks section)  

 
  Address                                              Phone                Website 
   835 Brush Hollow Road, Westbury, NY 11590      516-333-3495           www.icliny.com 
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Annual  
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Highlights of 2018 

Jan 1st- Supervisor Laura Gillen Inauguration attended by Rizwan Qureshi and Habeeb Ahmed. 
Jan 1st- County Executive Laura Curran Inauguration – Mufti Farhan gave Benediction. 
Jan 3-  Westbury Synagogue Rabbi Stanger's group @ ICLI Dr. Isma Chaudhry hosted 
Jan 5- Nassau County Legislator's Oath-taking Ceremony. Dr. Isma Chaudhry offered closing prayers 
Jan 7- Town of North Hempstead Oath-taking Ceremony. Dr. Isma Chaudhry offered Benediction 
Jan 15- Nassau County MLK Celebration Luncheon br. Habeeb represented ICLI and Muslim community of 
NC Emcee Dr. Isma Chaudhry attended by ICLI members 
 
Feb 1- Islam 101 at Congregational Church of Manhasset Rev. Jimmy Only Dr. Isma Chaudhry presented. 
Feb 10 - Dr. Isma Chaudhry again was selected as a Member of Long Island Press’ “50 most Influential peo-
ple of Long Island”.  
 

March 4: Myanmar Genocide event with HM&TC Dr. Qamar Zaman, Dr. Kausar Zaman, Dr. Habeeb Ah-
med, Sr. Seema Ahmed, Dr. Isma Chaudhry, Dr. Irfan Amin, Dr. Safdar Chadda, Hafiz Ahmed, Zaiba Mustafa 
and members of community attended. 
 
April 3: Press Conf. against “Punish a Muslim Day” Br Habeeb Ahmed, Sr. Seema, Sr. Zainab Bey, Dr. Isma 
Chaudhry and members of the community attended 
April 4: County MLK Assassination 50 Anniversary event Br. Habeeb, Sr. Zainab, Dr. Uzma Syed, Dr. Isma 
Chaudhry attended and represented the ICLI community 
April 5: Police Commissioner’s Opioid crisis meeting Br. Habeeb, Dr. Isma Chaudhry, Dr. Uzma Syed, Br. 
Faisal Zakaria attended 
April 7: Spring Awakening @ Molloy College; Meditation in Islamic Tradition Dr. Isma Chaudhry 
April 8: ICLI Spring Fund Raising Event 
April 9: Police Commissioner’s Community Council Swearing in; Br. Habeeb Ahmed, Dr. Isma Chaudhry, 
Dr. Uzma Syed, Br. Ali Mohammad were inducted. 
April 12: Dr. Isma Chaudhry inducted (for the 3rd year) in 2017 LI power list. Members of BOT of ICLI 
attended. 
April 15: Reach out America event Br. Habeeb Ahmed, Dr. Isma Chaudhry represented ICLI. 
April 15: Immigration forum with Cong. Peter King & Cong. Tom Suozzi, Dr. Isma Chaudhry presented faith 
based & community prospective. 
April 16: Muslim Jewish Advisory Council - NY Board Meeting Dr. Faroque Khan, Dr. Isma Chaudhry attend-
ed 
April 17: Hofstra Panel discussion “Navigating Faith at Work” Dr. Isma Chaudhry attended.  
Apr 20th – Syosset Interfaith Clergy Meeting, Dr. Isma Choudhry, Discussion on day of prayer – May 3rd. 
Planning for Interfaith Youth Iftar at ICLI. 
Apr 23rd – Nassau County DS Task Fource Meeting on School and Community Saafety. ICLI represented by 
Dr. Isma Chaudhry. 
Apr 23rd – Students from SUNY Old Westbury hosted by Sr. Seemi Ahmed. 
Apr 25th – Students from SUNY Old Westbury hosted by Dr. Isma Chaudhry. 
Apr 26th – Syosset Interfaith Clergy meeting at ICLI – Br. Habeeb Ahmed, Dr. Uzma Syed, Dr. Isma 
Chaudhry. 
Apr 27th – MSA SUNY Old Westbury - Speaker Dr. Isma Chaudhry. 
Apr 28th – Weekend School Teacher Appreciation Luncheon – Dr. Naz Danial. 
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May 3rd – Day of prayer at Syosset Hospital – Br. Habeeb Ahmed, Hafiz Ahmed. 
May 22nd – Interfaith Teen Iftar – Dr. Uzma Syed, Br. Faisal Zakariya, Br. Habeeb Ahmed, Dr. Isma Chaudhry. 
May 30th – Annual Interfaith Iftar. 
 
Jun 27th –  IC Kids graduated, and the event was a success  
 
July 3rd – Dr. Mangnas from Stoney Brook University brought a class of School superintendents & Principals 
of Public Schools of Long Island for a class with Sr. Seemi Ahmed and Br. Habeeb Ahmed.  
July 11th – Social Services Department of Nassau County conducted a seminar for the South Asians , to keep 
them informed on the benefits that are available for the community. The Seminar was attended by a good 
number of ICLI Members.  
July 12th – “Neighbors coming Together” was an event conducted at Wyandanch Baptist Church. The key-
note speaker was Dr. Isma Chaudhary. Br. Habeeb Ahmed and Br. Habeebuddin and a few members also 
attended the event.     
 
Aug 6th – Hiroshima Memorial event was held at Unitarian Universalist Church in Manhasset. Br Habeeb 
Ahmed with a few members attended it. ICLI was one of the sponsors of the event.  
Aug 7th – “National Night Out” at Westbury. National Night Out is an annual community-building event that 
promotes police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to make neighborhoods safer, 
caring places to live. 
Aug 14th – Attended 6-month anniversary of Stoneman Douglas High School shooting in Florida. 
Aug 21st – Eid ul Adha was celebrated at Mitchel Athletic Complex in Uniondale. 1st Prayer was at 8:00 am 
and 2nd at 9:30. Total attendance was approximately 7000 people. County Executive Laura Curran, Senator 
Todd Kaminsky and Police Commissioner Patrick Ryder came to wish Happy Eid.  
Aug 21st – Salaam Group Eid Celebration for new Muslims, Reverts and Interfaith couples was at ICLI  
Aug 29th - Sports Clinic by Enes Kanter the New York Knicks star center was at ICLI. It was a great success. 
This event was open to the youth only. At the conclusion of the event, there was a Question & Answer ses-
sion. It was house-full and a memorable event. 
 
Sep 28th – Muslim American Night at Citi Field - Home of the New York Mets. Dr. Isma was given Community 
Service Award. Maghrib Salah was performed in congregation. Mufti Farhan led the Prayers. Halal food was 
provided. 
 
Oct 3rd – Town Hall Forum at ICLI – 11 candidates running for NYS Assembly, Congress & Senate spoke about 
what they stand for and it was followed by question and answer session. 
Oct 7th – Third Annual Interfaith Institute Award – Theme was Jewish – Muslim Relations Over Past 1400 
plus Years. Recipient of the 3rd Annual IFI Award was Emeritus Rabb of Temple Beth El. 
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Beautiful Ceremony Of Surah Competition held by the Weekend School 
Committee  
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Members  :  Chair Dr. Tanveer Mir  ,  Mr. Imran Zaidi (BOT) E, Br. Khalid S. Lateef (BOT) E,Dr. Qamar Zaman 
(BOT), Br. Nasir Farooqi (BOT,),Dr. Hala Ubaid (BOT), Dr. Isma Chaudhry (BOT)          
Patron Members: Shiekh Negm  (E) Mufti Farhaan (E ),Br. Nazir Mir, Br. Habeeb Ahmed, Dr. Irfan Amin  
 
Institute of Islamic Learning: Spiritual connectivity and growth at ICLI remains a strong theme.  

Goals:       - Focus on depth of Islamic knowledge, application to practical life/ways and usability of             
 knowledge.  

                  - To develop a long-term strategic plan for ICLI. 
 
Education :  
- Promote Quranic education and understanding. 
- Seminary/Visiting scholars program.  
- Accredited programs with credits from Universities.  
- Imam’s knowledge exchange, develop training models and grants. 
Goal: To develop a long-term educational plan for ICLI. 

 
Youth activities:  
- Consider super bowl dinner at ICLI  
- Girls’ basketball weekly sessions  
- Over 55 basketball tournament and coaching. 
Goal: To promote youth activities and engagement at ICLI. 

 
Young families Group:  
Goal: To provide support and assistance to young families in all aspects of life, work, family and balance. 
 
Eldercare: To promote spirituality, wellness and socialization of Islamic elders served by ICLI. 
- Day Program for Muslim Seniors  
- Senior Living /Housing 
- Senior health & wellness 
- Intergenerational programs 
- Volunteerism to serve/help seniors 
- Goal: To develop a portfolio of senior services for ICLI members and their families. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Tanveer Mir MD, MACP.  

Update From The Long Term Planning Committee (LTPC)-2018 
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The Salaam Group 

The vision of the Salaam Group at the Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI) is based fostering and estab-
lishing organized and efficient religious, and social supports for new Muslims.     We are a diverse net-
work whose main focus is to identify various forms of individualized support for new Muslims, Interfaith 
couples, and any Muslim who would like to deepen their knowledge of Islam.   The Salaam Group’s mis-
sion is actualized as new Muslims receive a welcoming environment that help them and their family’s 
transition into the religion.  Dedicated and collaborative committee members ensure that the vision and 
mission of the Salaam Group is maintained, and members are constantly seeking ways that will support 
and strengthen the Islamic journey of a new Muslim.  
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The committee engages in on-going meetings, either in person or via telephone conferences.    The 
meetings serve as an opportunity for committee members to coordinate relevant activities such as 
scheduling guest presenters, planning networking events, and creating topics for an electronic web-site.  
Every year, we host Eid celebrations and we also hold an Annual Fall Social Event where we include an 
Islamic presentation, and new Muslims have an opportunity to share their stories about their converting 
to Islam. They also have a chance to meet members of the ICLI community, as they network with other 
Muslims in order to establish long-term relationships. Having Muslims gather and network as a commu-
nity of learners, is another one of our important goals. During our 2018 Eid Celebrations, we were 
blessed to have witnessed someone take Shahada at our event! 
 
The Salaam Group Committee distributes regular information to group members notifying them about 
programs and events offered at ICLI, such as the Sunday Adult Program, the Interfaith Institute’s Annual 
Event, Sisters’ Halaqa classes, and other Islamic classes in and around the Long Island area. Further-
more, we send our members e-mail announcements and newsletters that address a host of Islamic top-
ics. 
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We continue to seek ways that will assist New Muslims increase their participation in a wider spectrum of 
Islamic engagements, based on information that they share with ICLI staff after taking their Shahada.   Spe-
cial thanks to the ICLI Executive Committee and Board of Trustees for their continuous sponsorship of the 
Salaam Group’s initiatives, and their willingness to facilitate workshops and serve as Mentors to new Mus-
lims.     
The Salaam Group Committee gladly welcomes comments and suggestions from the ICLI community, as we 
work to encourage new Muslims to constantly pursue knowledge in order to deepen their Iman. 
Wassalamu Alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh, 
 
Respectfully submitted  
Sr. Zainab Bey, Committee Chairperson 

Weekend Seminars (Interactive & Educational Sessions) was introduced at ICLI in 2016. The seminars consists 
of two parts 
  
• Current affairs & Day-to-Day Life Matters 

• Forty Ahadeeth of Imam Nawawi 
  
 The Latter part is a series of lectures by notable Mufti Farhan which are based on the 40 Ahadeeth of 
Holy Prophet PBUH. The topics deal with basic tenets of Islam. First half of the series deals with issues and 
topic which are relevant to the Muslim community. Speakers are invited from various different faculties to 
come and speak on their area of expertise.  
 So far the topics have included the areas of health, Religious sciences, Political and social Awareness, 
Charity Giving, Finances, Justice System, Inter-religious studies. Many notable speakers have spoken at Semi-
nars which include Hon. Judge Carter, Dr Faroque Khan, Attorney Albert Kahn, Dr Nasar Shahid, and Michael 
Balboni. We have a gradual increase in attendance and popularity for these seminars. The feedback from the 
community has been very positive.  
 The committee hopes to continue and add more topics that are of interest to the community. Upcom-
ing topics include Building a mosque in America, Parenting, and Engaging with the younger generation, CPR 
and emergency response. Efforts are also being made to reach out a larger audience through email, text and 
social media.  
         Regards, 
         ICLI Adult Education Committee  
         icliweekendseries@googlegroups.com 
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On March 11, 2018, the Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI) held its 15th Annual Black History Month Celebra-
tion. The theme, “Celebrating Black Life, History and Culture” highlighted the various aspects of African- 
Americans throughout the history of America.  
Black History Month, or National African American History Month, is an annual commemoration of achieve-
ments by African- Americans and a time for recognizing the central role that they played in our nation’s histo-
ry. 
The program began with a Qur’anic recitation by Aisha Maoor and Bilal Siddique. 
The Keynote speaker, Frederick Brewington, Esq, a prominent Long Island Civil Rights Attorney, presented a 
mesmerizing and riveting speech that illuminated some of the tragedies of African- Americans in slavery. 
However, while he shared some of the challenges that African-Americans faced both in the past and present, 
he highlighted the importance of “hope” for all Americans. 
Our Honorary Speaker, Dorothy L. Goosby, Senior Council Woman, Town of Hempstead, and the first African-

American to serve on the Town Board, captivated the audience with her touching personal and historical ac-

counts of Hempstead. 

Dr. Irene “Betty” Hylton, an Educator, Community Advocate and Activist, was honored with ICLI’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This Award is presented at our Annual Black History Month’s Celebration to outstanding 
men and women who have made significant contributions to the lives of others.  Dr. Hylton shared heartfelt 
thoughts regarding the importance of volunteerism and her passion for community service. 
Joining the celebration and enthralling the audience with her background and rhythmic poetry was Ms. Renee 
McRae, a charismatic Poetic Motivator, Author, Poet and founder of Poetic Motivations, LLC. 
Showcasing her art was Dr. Alicia Evans of The Hidden Talents Fiber Arts Collection, a local Fiber Artist who 
displayed her beautifully hand-woven wool and wood tree artistry. 
ICLI was pleased to have as our guests many elected and public officials, community organizations and mem-
bers of the community at large who routinely support this annual celebration. 
The Islamic Center of Long Island annually commemorates the outstanding achievements of African- Ameri-
cans, and have had a host of distinguished keynote speakers such as Rev. Calvin O. Butts, Pastor, ABYSSINIAN 
Baptist Church, and President, SUNY College at Old Westbury, and Dr. Phillip Elliot, Deputy County Executive, 
Senior Pastor, Antioch Baptist Church, Hempstead, New York. 
The celebration was truly a wonderful community event, as everyone present paused to acknowledge the ex-
tensive and exemplary accomplishments of past and present African- Americans. 
The program came to a memorable close with guest networking, and the enjoyment of delectable hot and 

cold entrees catered by members of the Islamic Center’s community. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sr. Zainab Bey, Program Coordinator 
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The Sisters’ Halaqa Program at the Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI), is an “Islamic Circle of Knowledge” 

composed of a diverse group of sisters of various ethnic, educational and cultural backgrounds. We seek 

to enhance and enrich our total learning experiences; to get to know each other, and develop love, ap-

preciation and respect for one another. 

Our program provides a variety of Islamic topics, taught by dedicated teachers who are learned and well 

versed in areas such as Qur'anic and Islamic Studies. The climate is one that is nurturing, caring, and re-

spectful towards all that attend.  

We also have “Sisters to Sisters” presentations, and discussions that are relative and pertinent to our 

Deen, as well as our perspective roles in our families, communities and our society. Occasionally, we in-

vite guest speakers to educate, and enlighten us from their perspective fields and areas of expertise.  

During our Halaqa sessions, our focus is on developing and perfecting the pillars of faith, enhancing and 

fulfilling the different levels of Islamic knowledge and understanding, and developing informed and edu-

cated Muslimahs in our communities. 

Sisters’ Halaqas have provided regular presentations by sisters, for the purposes of learning, implementa-

tion, and for the preparation of dawah, an integral component of our program. The sessions cover a wide 

range of topics based on the Qur'an and Sunnah.  Some of the topics include: "Becoming Closer to Al-

lah", "Creating Good Relations", "Preparations for Ramadan", "How to Develop Kushoo in our Pray-

ers", "Islamic Manners and Adab", "A Mercy for all Mankind", "Family Matters in Islam", and 

"Treasures from the Quran and Hadiths." 

 We engage in book studies, focusing mainly on the book “TA’LEEMUL HAQ”, edited by Shabbir Ahmed E. 

Desai. During our Islamic talks, we deepen our knowledge in areas such as Shahadah, Salat, Saum, Zakat 

and the rituals of Hajj. This year, we have recently started a more in-depth study of the Hadith, focusing 

on the book, Zad-UT-Talibeen, by Moulana Ashiq Ilahi Sahib as our guide for discussion. 

 

Since its inception, Halaqa sisters have participated in many events and activities that foster strong family 

and community relationships, such as Ramadan community Iftars, Eid celebrations, distribution of Eid 

food and fruit baskets, Dawah activities and donating to relief causes both at home and abroad. 

 

Our motto is: "Building a Strong Sisterhood, in a caring and a respectful learning environment, based on 

the Qur'an and Sunnah of our Prophet (SAW)."  

Our goals are to provide a quality Islamic education to sisters in regards to our Deen, to focus on dawah 

and inviting others to Islam. 

Our Halaqa program is held every Sunday, at ICLI, from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM. All sisters are welcome 

and invited to attend.     

For more information, please contact us at: halaqa4sisters@yahoogroups.com . 

The Sisters Halaqah 

mailto:halaqa4sisters@yahoogroups.com
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179.22 UNION TURNPIKE FRESH MEADOWS NY 11366 

   TEL: 718 969 7000 

        For Reservations 

       Call Asim @ 718 747 0101 & Usman @ 516 7178999 

 FB: IG & SNAPCHAT: JUNOOONCAFE                  #ENDEDUPATJUNOOON 
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ICLI Youth Group 

 The ICLI Youth Committee engages our Muslim youth so that they may develop a sense of belonging 
to a community and to the Masjid. Our aim is to give our youth the confidence and tools to succeed in this 
life and the hereafter.  
 
 We organize programs and events that address various relevant topics such as Islamic knowledge, 
spirituality, interfaith relationships and everyday challenges of growing up Muslim in America.  
We held an informative Youth Career Fair where our youths had an opportunity to hear about some inter-
esting career choices.   On another occasion, we hosted an engaging presentation, “Growing up in America as 
Muslims”, which featured a conversation with Dr. Mufti Farhan, ICLI’s newly appointed Executive Director, 
and Bisma Anwar, Therapist. Other youth events include the weekly Ramadan youth halaqas, in which Mufti 
Farhan also participated, was well received.   Additionally, our youth thoroughly enjoyed Qiyaamul layl and 
basketball nights.  Our young sisters were excited about the coordination of a “girl only” sports session. 
We seek to have our youth engaged in a broad range of activities and initiatives. As a result, this year, we or-
ganized the ICLI's Ghazi Yahya Khankan scholarship in honor of the late Br. Ghazi.  Brother Ghazi’s leadership 
in the Muslim community and activism through positive civic engagement, inspired Muslim youth to be a part 
of something bigger than themselves.    
 
 We are blessed that our facility at ICLI includes an abundance of space for the youth to utilize, the 
availability of volunteer programs, and an athletic center with various sports programs and resources. 
We look forward to developing future programs and activities that will encourage and inspire our youth to 
improve their physical and spiritual well- being. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Dr.Hala Ubaid, Youth Group Chair 
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        Girl Scouts             

            

Girl Scouts is about sharing the fun, friendship, and power of girls together. Any girl—from kindergarten 
through 12th grade—can join ICLI Girl Scouts.  Girl Scouts is the world’s largest organization of and for girls, 
currently encompassing 2.3 million girl members and nearly one million volunteers! Our troops at ICLI, start-
ed in 2005, are unique because we stand shoulder to shoulder with our Muslim sisters. To help our Muslim 
girls learn more about their environment in a creative and interesting manner. The scout activities promote 
Islamic values, self-esteem and provide a safe environment under the peaceful light of Islam.  Combining Is-
lamic education with scout activity is our prime goal.   
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This past year, 2017-2018, our 30+ troops of Daisies to Cadettes, did many events including our annual 
food drive, cookie sales, and various community service efforts such as “Smile in a Bag” project and cloth-
ing thrift store to help raise money for women’s shelters.  Some of the highlights this past year for the 
younger troops were beach cleanup, sleepover at the Long Island Children’s Museum, Scout Day at Citifield 
which allowed them to walk the bases, skating with Merrick Association, movie viewing of “The Breadwin-
ner” and a fun scavenger hunt at Lord & Taylor.  The Cadettes were given the opportunity to explore our 
wonderful city by walking over the Brooklyn Bridge as well as touring the United Nations.  Our girls learned 
so much about leadership and the needs of our international community.  Additionally, they took a digital 
photography course at local Microsoft store.  A Scout Family BBQ was hosted by the ICLI Boy Scouts in the 
summer.  This year was kicked off with some scouts attending the Mets Muslim Day at Citifield in Septem-
ber.   
 
In the spirit of giving back to our Center, the scouts did an Interfaith Earth Day spring planting as well as 
donated a basket towards the Silent Auction.   In addition, scout families contributed money to pay for 
community iftar during Ramadhan.  
 
Our Junior Troops are working towards their Bronze Award, the Cadette Troops are working on their Silver 
Award.  Our three Ambassador cadette scouts earned the prestigious Gold Award!     
                *Way to go Girls!! *                                                   Submitted by Seema Rahman 
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Providing a place where kids want to learn, grow and have fun is our objective and “IC” KIDS. 
A learning experience for 3 to 5 year olds who have not attended kindergarten. 

 
 

“IC” KIDS was established to provide a nurturing environment that encourages children to explore, learn and 
thrive. Our curriculum has been created and established for kids in both Arabic and English to enhance and 
develop a level which meets the requirements of New York State Department of Education. Once graduated 
from our enriched program, children will be prepared to begin kindergarten. Our goal is for each child to grad-
uate the class not only recognizing the alphabets in both Arabic and English but also be able to read and write 
them. Once the kids learn to recognize, write, and understand the phonic sounds of each letter, he/she start to 
put letters together to make new words. They then are introduced to three letter word families such as (-at, -in, 
-an, -en).  
 

Hands on activities teach basic math, social studies, and science concepts. We focus on monthly themes (Hajj, 
Islamic New Year, Eid) and seasonal changes (winter, spring, summer, fall). We make it an essential part of 
our program to help kids learn about Islam through stories and enjoyable activities. Each prophet story is fol-
lowed by a craft to make learning fun. Our curriculum also includes memorization of small Surahs and Duas. 
The goal is to have kids learn 4-5 surahs towards the end of the school year. Apart from exciting activities we 
teach and enforce etiquettes.  
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 We understand that physical activity is crucial for a child to better develop their gross motor skills, 
therefore thirty minutes of our daily schedule is allocated for physical activities such as “parachute play”, 
“daily exercise”, “musical chairs” and much more. To congratulate and celebrate the accomplishment of our 
children we hold a graduation ceremony at the end of our school year. At the moving up ceremony, there are 
several performances by the kids to show what they learned throughout the year. It is our mission at “IC” 
KIDS Preschool to provide a safe nurturing environment in which children are encouraged to acquire 
knowledge and skills through creativity, socialization, respect for diversity, and physical activity necessary to 
become lifelong learners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Registration for the upcoming year (September 2019-June2020) begins in March 2019. If seats are available, 
we also take new admissions throughout the year. Please make an appointment to visit our classrooms in the 
new building. There is a discount for ICLI members.  
Our hours of operation are: Monday-Friday 9:30am-3:30pm) If you have any further questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact the director and teacher of “IC” KIDS (Sr. Naveen) at ickids.icli@outlook.com or 
visit us on the web www.icliny.org under Educational Program. 

mailto:ickids.icli@outlook.com
http://www.icliny.org
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Best Wishes to  the  
 

Islamic Center of Long Island 
 

For all the 
 

Service provided to the community 
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Crescent School has been established for the last 25 years” 
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