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THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S (PBUH) LAST SERMON
(This Sermon was delivered on the Ninth Day of Zul Hijjah 10 A.H in the Uranah Valley of Mount Arafat)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

All Praise is due to ALLAH, so we praise Him, and seek His pardon and we turn to Him.
We seek refuge with ALLAH from the evils of ourselves and from the evil consequences of our deeds. Whom ALLAH guides aright there is none to lead him astray.
I BEAR WITNESS THAT THERE IS NO GOD BUT ALLAH, the One, having no partner with Him. His is the sovereignty
and to Him is due all praise. He grants life and causes death and is powerful over everything.
THERE IS NO GOD BUT ALLAH, the One; He fulfilled His promise and granted victory to His bondsman, and He
alone routed the enemies of Islam.

"O People, lend me an attentive ear, for I do not know whether, after this year, I shall ever be amongst you
again. Therefore listen to what I am saying to you carefully and take these words to those who could not be present here today.
O People, just as you regard this month, this day, this city as Sacred, so regard the life and property of every Muslim as a sacred trust. Return the goods entrusted to you to their rightful owners. Hurt no one so that no one may
hurt you. Remember that you will indeed meet your LORD, and that HE will indeed reckon your deeds.
ALLAH has forbidden you to take usury (Interest), therefore all interest obligation shall henceforth be waived...
Beware of Satan, for your safety of your religion. He has lost all hope that he will ever be able to lead you astray
in big things, so beware of following him in small things.
O People, it is true that you have certain rights with regard to your women, but they also have right over you. If
they abide by your right then to them belongs the right to be fed and clothed in kindness. Do treat your women
well and be kind to them for they are your partners and committed helpers. And it is your right that they do not
make friends with any one of whom you do not approve, as well as never to commit adultery.
O People, listen to me in earnest, worship ALLAH, say your five daily prayers (Salah), fast during the month of
Ramadan, and give your wealth in Zakat. Perform Hajj if you can afford to.
You know that every Muslim is the brother of another Muslim. All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has
no superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab has any superiority over an Arab; also a white has no superiority
over a black nor a black has any superiority over a white - except by piety and good action. Learn that every Muslim is a brother to every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood. Nothing shall be legitimate to
a Muslim that belongs to a fellow Muslim unless it was given freely and willingly. Do not therefore do
injustice to yourselves. Remember one day you will meet ALLAH and answer your deeds.
So beware: do not
stray from the path of righteousness after I am gone.
O People, no prophet or apostle will come after me and no new faith will be born. Reason well, therefore, O People, and understand my words that I convey to you. I leave behind me two things, the QUR'AN and my example,
the SUNNAH and if you follow these you will never go astray.
All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others and those to others again; and may the last ones understand my words better than those who listen to me directly.
BE MY WITNESS O ALLAH THAT I HAVE CONVEYED YOUR MESSAGE TO YOUR PEOPLE."
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Islamic Center Of Long Island
Brief History and looking ahead Alhamdulilah (By the Grace of God)

Vision
To be a center of excellence for developing and sustaining a vibrant Islamic community, and a nurturing
environment for the society at large

Mission
To serve and engage Muslims by promoting the values and teachings of Islam and to advocate interfaith
harmony in a multicultural environment in accordance with the Qur’an and Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).
The need for the Islamic Center of Long Island grew out of the concerns of a small group of
Muslim families on Long Island, mostly immigrants who settled in Nassau County, New York in the early
70s. The desire to preserve their Religious and Ethnic identity lead to the conception of the Islamic Center
of Long Island (ICLI).
The property was purchased in 1984, and the donations for the purchase of land and the
building came from private donations. The initial property was a small two-story house with an adjoining
piece of land.
The small house on the property was altered for the Quranic instructions and spiritual needs of children
and adults. The first Jumma (Friday Congregational Prayer) had three adults and the weekend school had
15 to 20 children. The first expansion of the center was started in 1989 and completed in 1991. This expansion added a prayer hall for men and women, instructional classrooms, library and offices, an area of
10,000 square feet with a cost of two million dollars, Alhamdulillah.
The services that ICLI was providing are tailored to the spiritual needs of all age groups.
Some of the community programs at ICLI are; A vibrant and busy Sunday School with about 400 students
from KG to 12 grade, IC kids 3 to 5 years old, sisters Halaka, Adult Quranic education, Hifz classes, girl
scouts, boys and girls basketball leagues, Salaam group for recent reverts to Islam, Interfaith seminars and
Speakers’ Bureau, Matrimonial counseling and services, and funeral arrangements for Islamic Burial.
Through its interfaith initiatives, ICLI has been a steady force of resistance against Islamophobia and dispelling stereotypes against Islam and Muslims. The Islamic Center of Long Island has a
proud history of interfaith work and initiatives to a level of distinction, which delivers the message of universalism brought by all the Prophets and Messengers of God. In October 2015, Dr. Faroque Khan, a
founding member and an interfaith maverick at ICLI established the Interfaith Institute of Islamic Center
of Long Island. The Institute has prominent academic and community partners who firmly believe in ICLI’s
work of building bridges of respect and understanding among the diverse Long Island communities.
With the growing needs of the community, ICLI delved into its 2nd expansion in 2013 and completed in
2016. This expansion added almost 19,000 sq. ft., with state of the art classrooms, conference rooms, library and an indoor professional regulated basketball court.
ICLI has been very actively involved with the diverse communities of Long Island, building
community coalitions with the interfaith communities of Long Island. The Interfaith Iftaar that ICLI hosts
every year bring about 300 guests from all walks of life, under one roof to break bread together with the
Muslim Community.
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At the Islamic Center of Long Island, we have built relationships of trust, mutual respect
and collaboration with the government, nonprofit entities and private organizations on Long Island. We
engage actively with our multifaith partners and the current president Mr. Habeeb Ahmed is in the forefront civic engagement projects and providing support to the various communities in need on Long Island
and the Tristate area. Every year at the most revered Muslim Holiday of Eid Al Adha, which commemorates Prophet Abraham’s devotion to God’s commandments he leads the community in donating over
7,000 lbs. of meat to various organizations to help feed the families in need of our support. Under Mr. Ahmed’s leadership, the community actively participates in Winter Blanket Drives, Soup Kitchens, and Disaster Relief Initiatives on Long Island.
ICLI is in the forefront in condemning Human rights violations, Anti Semitism and Islamophobia around the world. Alhamdulillah (by the Grace of God Almighty), ICLI has been recognized as one
of the top eight spiritual places in the United States, published by Next Avenue and Huffington Post. Keeping with the tradition and teachings of Islam, ICLI elected its first President, Dr. Isma Chaudhry, for the
term 2015-2017. Dr. Chaudhry has been named among the 50 Most Influential Long Islanders 3 years in a
row. She has participated as a panelist and speaker at the United Nations, and The United States Institute
of Peace, presenting ICLI’s model of engagement at a grassroots level. She now serves as the Chair of
Board of Trustees of the Center.
For more information about ICLI’s involvement and ongoing initiatives, we encourage you to visit the Islamic Center of Long Island. Please call the office for joining the Jummah (Friday Congregational prayer).
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(In the name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Islamic Center of Long Island wishes to express its sincere and heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to all,
who, in whatever way, small or big, visible or invisible, contributed to the success and growth of this institution. We pray that as you help this institution grow in its development and services to the community and to
the cause of peace and justice, that Allah (SWT), in turn bless you and your families abundantly, both in this
world and the hereafter. Ameen

Islamic Center of Long Island
“Faith And Resilience”

Annual Report 1442AH/2020AD
Front Cover Art Work

Zaiba Mustafa
Editor in chief

Javed Munawar
Editor

Zainab Bey
835 Brush Hollow Road
Westbury, NY 11590
Tel: 516-333-3495
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Web: www.icliny.org
Email: info@icliny.org
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Services Offered @ ICLI

Five Time daily prayers
along with 2 Jummah
Prayers. Ramadan Tarawih prayers along with
everyday breaking of fast

Community service,
food drives, blanket
drives, disaster relief
efforts, Qurbani meat
distribution of over
7,000lbs for the needy.

IC Kids PreSchool
available
for kids

1-1 Counselling Services
for the community by ICLI
Executive Director Mufti
Farhan.

ICLI Cub & Girl Scouts –
In accordance with the Nassau County Girls & Boys
Scouts of Long Island, we
build girls & boys of courage, confidence, and character who make the world a
better place

Full/Part Time Hifz
Program, Quran Nazirah
after school.

Kids/Youth/Adults Sports

Weekend School: Available for kids
from Kindergarten to highSchool.

Hall Rental and Event Booking: General
events such as Nikah, Aqeeqah etc. can be
held at the Masjid/Lower level which can
accommodate a maximum capacity of 175
people. The courtyard (open air) accommodates 200 people approximately. The
Basketball court accommodates 250 people maximum.
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A forum for sisters to learn the
Qur’an, hadith and issues related to
day to day life

Established to foster better understanding of Islam and dispel misconceptions
about Muslims led by a diversified
Board of Trustees. To promote interfaith dialogue and understanding among
different faiths through conferences,
seminars, essay contests and proactive
education.
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Our services include full burial, release of body, washing of body,
kafan and grave plot

Shahada Program: To provide a strong support system
and a welcoming environment to facilitate the transition of new Muslims and
their families to the Islam.

Ramadan Iftar – Services organized for the local community every
evening during the month of Ramadan.

Lectures and presentations on various Islamic and social topics together
with the Ahadeeth sessions are offered every Sunday throughout the
year with the supervision of the Executive Director Mufti Farhan

Zakat: collecting donations
from the community and distributing them to
the
needy. Our
mission is to

Marriage Counselling: ICLI offers
secure and confidential counseling
services. Executive Director Mufti
Farhan conducts Marriage Counselling by appointments.
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Establish an organized
and efficient system that
provides the educational,
intellectual, social and
moral support in the transition of those accepting
Islam.

The Islamic Center of Long
Island offers Nikah Services
for the Community.

Summer Camp: The camp runs from
July through August for children
from Kindergarten through 8th grade.
The children are given a healthy balance of Quranic instruction and recitation, academic instruction and support, arts and crafts and structured
sports activities. Lunch, snack, fruit,
& juice are provided.
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Chairperson’s Message
Bismillah Ar Rahman Ar Raheem
In the name of Allah (God), Most Gracious, Most Merciful
As Salam O Alikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakathu
(May the Peace and Blessings of God Almighty be with all of you)
Dear esteemed guests, respected sisters and brothers,
I am honored to welcome you to The Islamic Center of Long Island's 2020 Virtual, Fund-Raising Gala.
This year has been a tumultuous and challenging year for us individually and collectively. As we ruminate on the challenges of this year, we see our community readily engaged in acts of solidarity in supporting not just the Muslim community but fostering support to the larger and diverse communities of Long
Island.
Alhamdulilah, we are Blessed and Inspired by the teachings derived from the Holy Quran and the Sunnah
of our beloved Prophet (SAW). We are guided to never despair in the worst of situations, derive resilience from our faith and seek resolve in the Compassion and Mercy of Allah (SWT). "And of the people is
he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched by good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by
trial, he turns on his face [to the other direction]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is
what is the manifest loss." (Al-Quran 22:11)
The theme of this year's fund-raising gala is; ICLI 2020: Faith and Resilience. This theme reflects ICLI's
commitment to serving our neighbors near and far, from all communities. By the Grace of Allah (SWT)
and scholarship of Shaykh Ibrahim Negm and Mufti Farhaan, we were able to provide spiritual support to
our community through zoom lectures and seminars. During the peak months of COVID, ICLI served
about 1000 meals per week, and Alhamdulilah ICLI inaugurated its fully functional food pantry. We collaborated with Northwell Health through the New York State Governor's office and provided space for
COVID testing and Flu vaccine. In collaboration with the County, we actively participated in census
2020 to ensure that the vulnerable and the immigrant communities get counted and given their due relevance and respect.
For all of the above and many more initiatives, we are grateful to the Executive Committee under the
leadership of Br. Habeeb Ahmed, the office staff, and the volunteer for their time and commitment. May
Allah (SWT) accept their efforts and Bless them with credits for fulfilling their Haqook Allah and
Haqook ul Ibaad. Alhamdulilah, I had the honor to serve the community as the Chair Board of Trustees
for three years. I am grateful to fellow Board Members, the Executive Committee, the office staff, the
wonderful volunteers, each and every member of our community, and last but not least, my family for
their support, guidance, and prayers. Inshallah, 2021, will welcome new leadership to ICLI. I pray for our
incoming President, Br. Amin Khawaja, his Executive Committee, and the incoming board. May Allah
(SWT) Bless them and their families for their time and commitment.
May Allah (SWT) continue to Guide and Bless us in our pledge to serve humanity
with compassion, dedication, and empathy, Ameen.

Isma H. Chaudhry, M.D., M.P.H.

Chairperson Islamic Center of Long Island
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President’s Message
Bismillah Ar Rahaman Ar Raheem:
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
As Salam O Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahe Wa Barakatuhu
May the peace & Blessings of Allah be with all of us.
I am honored to welcome you to the Islamic Center of Long Island’s 2020 Annual Gala Virtual Event.
The theme of this year’s ICLI Gala: “ICLI 2020: Faith and Resilience” exemplifies ICLI’s vision and commitment to serve the community at large. The Holy Quran is a book of Guidance and thus we are reminded of our
duties towards our community and the larger society regardless of what we are all up against.

Since COVID-19 started, it has been difficult, but we are managing with social distancing and all safety precautions. We were able to open a food pantry on ICLI’s premises, which is open to the entire community. Our
IC Kids program for 3 to 5-year-old children is in session on ICLI’s premises serving approximately 30 kids.
Full Time Hifz program is being held at ICLI five days a week. We are holding three Friday prayers with strict
safety precautions in place. Every evening, Mufti M. Farhan holds a virtual session about Riyad- us- Saliheen
on Facebook and Zoom. He concludes the week with a question and answer session every Friday evening at
9:00 p.m.
As Allah (SWT) says in the Qur’an in Surah no. 94, “So, surely, with every difficulty, there is relief.” (94:5)
I am blessed to have a very dynamic and committed Executive Committee, who go above and beyond to serve
the community. This is the last year for this Executive Committee, and Insha’Allah from January 2021, a new
Executive Committee under the leadership of Brother Amin Khwaja will be at your service.
I would like to acknowledge and express my gratitude to each member of the Executive Committee: Br. Rashid, Br. Javed, Br. Rizwan, Br. Amin, Br. Moizuddin and Sr. Zainab. Likewise, I offer my sincere thanks to
Dr. Isma Chaudhry, Chair Board of Trustees and the members of the Board of Trustees for their continuous
support during my tenure as President. Additionally, I would like to extend special thanks to our Executive
Director, Mufti Mohammad Farhan, and Iman Hafiz Mohammed Ahmad.
Further, I present my deepest appreciation to all the office staff, the building management team and maintenance personnel. In the past three years, if any mistakes (unintentional) have been made, I seek your forgiveness.
I pray that Allah Almighty Grant us the wisdom and the will to serve Him and our community as is prescribed
to us in the Qur’an and in the teachings of our beloved Prophet Mohammed (Peace be upon him). Ameen.

Habeeb Ahmed

President Islamic Center of Long Island
2018-2020
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Message From President Elect
Amin Khwaja
Assalamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuh!
(May the Peace, Mercy and Blessings of Almighty Allah be with all of you)
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
Dear Respected Brothers and Sisters,
It is with a great sense of humility and honor that I am addressing the Islamic Center of Long Island’s community for the first time. Since the initial establishment of ICLI in 1984, ICLI through the grace of Allah
(SWT) has maintained a proud and successful process of exchanging leadership positions every 3 years. It
is through this humbling nominating process that, I will be privileged to serve as President of the Center
starting January 2021 for a three-year term, Inshallah. I will be joined by an incredible team whom are passionate, enthusiastic and sincere in volunteering their time for the betterment of the community and in
providing all of us the means and resources to increase our Iman, understanding and practice of our beautiful
faith, Islam.
The next Executive Committee of ICLI, serving from 2021 – 2023 Inshallah, will include:
Dr. Tanveer Mir –
Br. Mohammad Rashid –
Dr. Naz Daniyal Khan –
Br. Mohammad Moiz –
Br. Mohammed Moizuddin –
Br. Imran Zaidi –

President-Elect
First Vice President
Vice President
Treasurer
General Secretary
Joint Secretary

Along with a new Executive Committee, we look forward to working with a new slate of Board of Trustees
in continuing the dedicated work for the Islamic Center of Long Island and its community. The present ICLI
could not have been established without the continuous and passionate efforts of its Founders, past Executive
Committees, Boards of Trustees and most importantly the community members that have always risen to
support ICLI in its programs, active participation and financial support.
We thank Allah (SWT) for allowing this center and its community to have progressed successfully over the
years and we pray that Inshallah, Allah (SWT) will continue to give Barakah in the continued successes of
the Center.
We are honored to welcome you to this year’s Virtual Annual Gala! It has been an unprecedented and challenging year for all of us in many regards and has allowed each and every one of us to introspect and soulsearch our purpose in life and to appreciate the gifts of Allah (SWT) that we might have taken for granted.
“Faith & Resilience,” the theme of this year’s Annual Gala has truly identified our experience as Muslims
and members of ICLI, over the past year. As Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Quran (94:6-8), “Verily, Along
with every Hardship is Relief. So when you have finished (your occupation), devote yourself for Allah’s
worship. And to your Lord (Alone) turn (all your) intentions and hopes.” Our devotion to our faith, our
Masjid, The House of Allah (SWT), the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessing be upon him) is a testament to our “Faith and Resilience.”
Our Iman in Allah (SWT) and our resilience through the practices of our beloved Prophet Muhammad
(SAWS) will allow each one of us individually and collectively to Inshallah witness the relief that Allah
(SWT) has promised.
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ICLI Annual Gala Dinner 2020 AD / 1442AH

Over the next three years, I look forward to working with our Executive Committee members, Board of
Trustees, our Executive Director, Mufti Farhan, our Resident Imam Ahmed, our dedicated office staff and
personnel to continue to build upon the foundation of ICLI as a center fulfilling its vision and mission.
Please know, that this center, this masjid is your center, your masjid.
We are here to serve to the best of our abilities; to Inshallah allow ICLI to be a means of increasing our
Iman, unifying our Community, engaging our youth, and allowing every one of us to be ambassadors of our
beautiful faith and sunnah of our beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon him.)
We pray that Allah (SWT) guides us, keeps us on the righteous path and allows us and our community to be
amongst those to serve humanity with our Iman intact and hearts softened.

Amin Khwaja
President (2021 – 2023)
Islamic Center of Long Island
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LAURA CURRAN
NASSAU COUNTY EXECUTIVE

1490 Franklin Avenue
Mineola, New York 11501
(516) 573-8800

PATRICK J. RYDER
POLICE COMMISSIONER

November 22, 2020

Dear Friends:
It is my honor to congratulate the Islamic Center of Long Island on the occasion of your Annual Gala Dinner.
While tonight’s event may look different than previous gala dinners, it is still important to celebrate the work
that the ICLI does to promote harmony, tolerance, and respect in all of Nassau County’s communities.
As Commissioner of Police, I’m also pleased to recognize the ICLI as an important partner in our community
policing efforts. We are proud of the work we do to keep Nassau County a safe place to live and work and are
grateful for the ICLI’s assistance.
I give my very best wishes for continued success and I look forward to many more years of collaboration and
friendship. Please enjoy your evening!

Sincerely,

Patrick J. Ryder
Commissioner of Police
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NRS Accounting Services Inc.
80 Hillside Ave
Williston Park, NY 11596
Phone: 516-873-0530
Fax: 516-873-7275
Contact: Bashir Kapdi











A full service accounting firm serving all types of business.
Small Business is our Specialty!
We prepare tax returns for Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations.
We prepare tax returns for Estates and Trusts.
Payroll & Sales Tax forms.
Offers and Compromise.
Proficient in Quick Books and Peachtree.
Assist in your Real Estate and Mortgage needs.
We are the "Friendly" accounting firm.

10 % fee will be donated to Islamic
Centre Of Long Island
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Message from Rabbi Jay Rosenbaum
I thank you for the great honor of having my words included in your journal on
this blessed and auspicious occasion. I send it with love from my spiritual home
to yours and my prayer that God bestow his choicest blessings upon you.
While the religious calendars for both Islam and Judaism are distinct from the
secular designation for this year, nonetheless, we must mark that 2020 lacked no
shortage of challenges for all people of good faith and the opportunities before
us to work together. You have my pledge and continuing commitment to finding
ways that we may join hands and hearts in order to bring about the day when
Shalom and Salam will not only be words that share a common route, but also
may be embraced by the entire world.
May all that is Holy help us, guide us and inspire us in that sacred work.

Rabbi Jay Rosenbaum,
Senior Rabbi Temple Israel, Lawrence,
New York
President, North American Board of Rabbis
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The Prophet  ﷺremains a gift of
mercy despite Islamophobic rhetoric
As the Muslim world celebrates the birth of Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, it has awaken to violence that erupted in France over the past weeks in response to desecration of the honor of the Prophet
of Islam.
We Muslims consider the murder and beheading of Samuel Paty and the attack in Nice afterwards grievous and
heinous and completely against the teachings of Islam. Our religion does not permit terrorism or extremism under any circumstances and anyone who claims otherwise acts against the teachings of the Holy Quran and contrary to the noble character of the Holy Prophet of Islam.
We also consider the cartoons depicting the Holy Prophet Muhammad(sa) published by Charlie Hebdo and
those published in the past by other publications to be extremely offensive, distressful, and provocative. This is
a natural human reaction based upon our extreme love and devotion to the Holy Prophet Muhammad(sa) who
we consider to be a perfect role model for mankind. Moreover, we consider it unfortunate that the sanctity of
religion is eroding day by day.
It goes without saying that violence of any sort, whether inspired by religious sentiment or vested interests, must
be condemned unequivocally and in the strongest terms possible. This is in keeping with the best of Muslim tradition, which abhors sectarian rife, inter-ethnic conflict, and interreligious violence. This lesson is best contained in the example of the Prophet Muhammad himself, who was repeatedly subjected to the worst treatment
by his enemies, only to consistently disregard these insults and instead take the path of forgiveness, mercy and
compassion.
This is why he is known to Muslims as “the Mercy to all worlds.” Indeed, this example is most succinctly summarized in the Qur’an itself, which instructs believers as follows: “The good deed and the evil deed are not
alike. Repel the evil deed with one which is better.” The world is sorely in need of such lessons, which represent
the authentic teachings of the Qur’an and the Prophet of Islam. It is important to separate these noble messages
from those that are bandied about by those who have no competencies in religious interpretation, Qur’anic hermeneutics, or the history of Islamic thought.
Unfortunately, the current state of the Muslim world is such that institutions and structures of legitimate authority have been challenged to such an extent that inflammatory rhetoric has taken the place of thoughtful analysis
as a motivator of action and a guide for religious sentiment.

We are today in desperate need of serious religious leaders who engage the reality of the modern world – complete with its challenges and difficulties – to create an environment in which people can coexist. This must be a
joint effort from members of all faith groups and cultures.
A necessary part of any such effort must be a sincere desire to understand what is behind the Muslims’ reverence for the Prophet.
For more than 1.7 billion Muslims around the world, the Prophet Muhammad is their ultimate example. He is
their reference point and, as the Qur’an explains, “dearer to them than their own selves.”
Prophets are the means, in the Islamic worldview, through which people have been taught about God. This is no
less true for the succession of Prophets that preceded Islam – including Abraham, Moses, and Jesus – than it is
for the Prophet Muhammad himself. They are revered teachers who taught us the very nature of reality, the purpose of our existence, and how to connect with God Himself.
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As a result, Muslims strive to emulate the example of the Prophet in every aspect of their lives. They seek to
inculcate the values in a deep and profound manner. These include, among other things, the ability to confront evil provocations with patience, tolerance, and mercy. These are, for Muslims, spiritual values of the
utmost importance, and they are best exemplified in the life of the Prophet Muhammad himself.
A famous story from his life is known to Muslims around the world. One of his enemies was a woman who
lived above a street he used to pass daily and would litter the streets with garbage as he walked past. One
morning, when the Prophet was walking by, he noticed no such provocation. His response to this sudden reprieve was to ask after the woman’s health, concerned that she had strayed from her daily routine, as painful
as it might have been for himself. The stories of the Prophet’s praying for his enemies and exhibiting enormous steadfastness in the face of insults and provocations, are legion in Islamic literature.
This should be the Muslim ideal, there is no doubt.
Unfortunately, it is not possible that everyone can live up to the ideal. What is clear is that people’s attachment to the personage of the Prophet is undiminished, even when they are unable for their own reasons to
live up to the lessons he has taught.

Ibrahim Negm
Senior Advisor to the Grand Mufti of AlAzhar , PhD

Zakat Committee Update 2020
Alhamdulillah, we have completed another year.
The Zakat committee meets monthly, usually on a Monday to consider the zakat applications received by
the ICLI office.
All applications are carefully reviewed by the committee. Appropriate distribution decisions result in
checks mailed according to the needs of the applicants and in accordance with the Guidance of the Holy
Quran.
The office staff has been very helpful in maintaining the record of dollar amounts given to each recipient.
Last year, due to the ongoing COVID-19 situation, zakat collections were significantly lower than in previous years. May Allah help us through these times of trials and tribulations.
Thank you and May Allah bless you all.

Irfan Amin, MD
Zakat Committee Chair
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Assalaamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakathu
In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Beneficent.
Praise belongs to Allah Almighty, we praise Him, and we ask Him for guidance and forgiveness.
Salutation and blessings be upon our Prophet, Muhammad (peace be upon him), his family and all his companions.
Respected brothers and sisters, our world is full of chaos; wherever we look, we find people undertaking difficulties, complications, facing problems, fearing for their lives and that of their families. Many people track
the news and deliberate these situations in their families and friends, but if asked about their involvement to
improve these situations, their answer would disclose no input, based on the certainty that a common person
is incompetent of bringing about change. Seemingly it appears true that an individual is incapable to resolve
such big issues, but one must remember that Allāh Almighty has granted His servants such tools through
which they can lessen any problem, big or small.
Allāh Almighty has shaped this world in such a way that not only do we feel moments of ease and delight,
but also difficulties and adversities. We as believers accept that everything that happens, whether good or
bad, is the result of the Ruling of the Almighty Allāh.
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) has stated,
Know that whatever has afflicted you was not to miss you, and whatever has missed you was not to afflict
you... (Aṭ-Ṭabarānī)
Though the recent outbreak of the Coronavirus (COVID- 19) has fetched about a sense of anxiety and alarm
amongst many, a true believer will have complete faith in his Creator and determinedly believe that everything is from Allāh Almighty and that He is All-Wise, so in whatever He does there is Khair (goodness) for
us. By this trust and belief, one will find comfort and peace regarding the current situation.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) asserted:
No calamity befalls a Muslim, but that Allah expiates his sins because of it, even though it were the prick he
receives from a thorn.
It should also be understood that it is normal that one’s faith constantly fluctuates. At times, the heart feels
motivated to worship and on other instances it feels low-spirited and detached. The duty then for the believer
on the path is that they must learn their emotions so that in these different conditions, in instants of weakness
they know what Allah requires of them. By keeping one’s hope and fear composed the believer will be able
to reach a balance. When the hopeful feels low-spirited and becomes despondent, they must reflect of the divine mercy of Allah and imagine on all what they have been blessed with. This will increase one’s hope in
Allah.
In such times of difficulty and lack of hope and resilience, below are some points from the Quran and Sunnah
which each and every person can perform whether rich or poor, young or old, man or woman through which
one can attract the Help of Allāh Almighty:
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1. Seeking Forgiveness – Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) has mentioned,
Whoever holds fast to istighfār, Allāh creates a way out for him from every difficulty, grants him relief
from every worry and provides for him from sources he does not even imagine. (Abū Dāwūd)
2. Supplication – Du‘ā is such a powerful tool that not only does it remove current calamities, it also prevents future difficulties.
So, in times of distress and difficulty, one should supplicate to Allāh Almighty, the Most Powerful and ask
for His Help.
Allāh Almighty has mentioned,
Supplicate to me, I will respond to you. (40:60)
I respond to the call of one when he supplicates to Me. (2:186)

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) has mentioned in a Ḥadīth,
Indeed, du‘ā benefits (a person) with regards to what has already befallen and with regards to what has not
yet befallen. So hold fast, O servants of Allāh, to du‘ā. (At-Tirmidhī)
3. Charity – Ṣadaqah is also an actual method of eliminating present calamities and stopping future difficulties.
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) has mentioned,
Treat your sick through ṣadaqah. (Aṭ-Ṭabarānī)
Hasten in giving ṣadaqah, for tribulations cannot get past ṣadaqah. (Aṭ-Ṭabarānī)
4. Ṣalāh – Just like supplication, ṣalāh (prayer) is also a tool through which a person is able to obtain the
Help of Allāh Almighty.

Allāh Almighty says,
Acquire (the Help of Allāh) through patience and ṣalāh. (2:45)
Along with farḍ ṣalāh, one should aim to perform all the sunan mu’akkadah (emphasized sunnah), sunan
ghayr mu’akkadah (non-emphasized sunnah) and nafl (optional) forms of ṣalāh too to continuously seek
and receive the help of Allah Alimghty.
5. Patience – Exercising patience appeals the Help of Allāh Almighty, which subsequently leads to the uplifting of difficulties.
Allāh Almighty says,
Surely Allāh is with those who are patient. (2:153)

Mufti Mohammad Farhan, Ph.D
Executive Director ICLI
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ICLI Volunteers receiving Citations From the County Executive Laura Curran for
their Outstanding Work.
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Summer Camp 2020 Update
During the summer of 2020, ICLI held a One World Girl, free annual summer empowerment camp for 25 girls, ages 8-12. From August 10- August 14, 2020, the camp was in session at ICLI, from 8:30am-1:30pm.
One World Girl, founded by Lesley Mazzotta, “is a nonprofit organization that unites girls to
be changemakers in the world.”
The program afforded the girls at ICLI the opportunity to engage in a multitude of activities
to help them visualize how they could be Changemakers.

Lessons were carefully designed to be enjoyable and foster discussion and reflection on topics such as empowerment and leadership. The participants were given opportunities to
learn from many sources about being facilitators of change. Girls learned about selfawareness, confidence, diversity, empathy, and current events.
Further, the girls collaborated with each other daily to share stories, participate in arts and
crafts, storytelling, read fables and myths, draw, as well as play outdoor and theater games.
These ongoing activities enabled the girls to build relationships and establish new friendships.
Throughout the week, safety procedures were in place regarding Covid-19 to comply with
the guidelines of small group gatherings.
It was an exciting and memorable summer
event for our children!
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Kids Working at the
One World Girl Summer
Camp at ICLI
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Beautiful Art work
created by the young girls
from the “One world Girl”
Summer Camp at the
Islamic Center Of Long
Island
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From Left To Right:
Dr. Afzal Sheikh, Dr Isma Chaudhary, Town Clerk Wayne Wink, Legislator Arnold Drucker, Nassau County
Executive Laura Curran, Senator Anna Kaplan, Councilman Peter Zuckerman, Hafiz Ahmed, Habeeb Ahmed
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Oct-09-2020 ICLI Inaugurated their Food Pantry.
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ICLI Chairperson Isma Chaudhry And President ICLI Habeeb Ahmed receiving Citation
from the County Executive Laura Curran

ICLI Imam Hafiz Ahmed with Executive Director
ICLI Mufti Farhan with the Community members
for the Inauguration of the Food Pantry
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ICLI Cares:
Oct-09-2020
ICLI Inaugurated
their Food
Pantry.
This pantry is to
serve the
deserving people
in need. Open
for everyone.
Mon, Wed, Sat
10AM – 2PM
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ICLI Volunteers
always on the
front line to help
the community
during these
tough times of
COVID-19
Pandemic

Senator Kevin Thomas with ICLI Volunteers distributing Hand sanitizers

Senator Anna Kaplan
with ICLI Volunteers
distributing groceries
while ICLI Volunteers
serving Iftaar meals to
the community
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ICLI Volunteers Preparing Eid
gift Bags for the Drive Thru Eid
Celebrations at ICLI
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Spring At ICLI

45

ICLI Annual Gala Dinner 2020 AD / 1442AH

46

ICLI Annual Gala Dinner 2020 AD / 1442AH

The blooming gardens of Islamic
Center Of Long Island were
covered by Newsday in their June28-2020 edition.
Pictures Courtesy Newsday. Please

Click here to read this amazing
Cover Story
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ICLI Salutes Our
Healthcare workers,
Essential workers.

THANK
YOU
for Your
Services

ICLI Volunteers Serving Hot meals at the 3rd precinct.
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ICLI Cares:
ICLI Volunteers Serving Hot meal at the Westbury Fire Department
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ICLI Cares:

County Executive Laura Curran was present at the antibody testing along
with ICLI Volunteers and health Professionals from Northwell.
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Hall Rentals at ICLI
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Hall Rentals at ICLI
- Masjid/Lower Level
- Courtyard
- Basket Ball Court
For detailed information please contact
the ICLI office.
Ph:516-333-3495
Email: info@icliny.org

ICLI Follows CDC and NY state
guidelines For Covid-19. For any
Booking Please call ICLI office
for the latest updates.
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Message From Weekend School Chair
Assalaamu’ Alaikum and Greetings from ICLI Saturday School
We hope and pray that you are all safe and healthy with the Blessings of Allah SWT. We are starting this
school year on a quite different note. We have had to deal with an unprecedented pandemic which has drastically changed our lives and brought about a new normal into our daily routines. There has been much suffering with this healthcare crisis all over the world, but we have also witnessed unbelievable acts of courage,
resilience and selflessness from people all around us, which has given us hope and faith and sustained us
through this predicament.
We have all had to adapt and adjust our daily lives to keep ourselves, our loved ones, and our communities
safe, and no one has had to adapt more than our children. They have had to change their school routines, suspend their sports and extracurricular activities, socially isolate from their friends and loved ones, enjoy their
vacations and Eid in social isolation, and spend more time at home than they want to. But our children have
adapted to this sudden change in their lives with courage and resilience, and that spirit is evident with our
Saturday school children as well. We had to suspend in-person classes last March after Nassau County and
the Dept. of Education mandated all schools to close, and we switched to a virtual learning platform almost
immediately. Our teachers and students learnt the new online systems and continued their classes to the best
of their abilities during a rapidly changing and evolving healthcare crisis.
We learnt many lessons during this time, and we came back stronger and more savvy for the new school
year. We changed our learning platforms and adapted a hybrid in-person and online model to accommodate
everyone’s preferences. We changed our school timings to decrease time spent at the center. We went above
and beyond the Dept. of Health’s cleaning and sanitizing guidelines to ensure maximal safety for our students, staff, and teachers. We added desk shields, mandated face masks, eliminated on-site lunch program,
implemented temperature checks at the entrance and minimized foot traffic within the school area to avoid
any potential exposures.
We continue to monitor the County and State health guidelines and mandates and adapt as these changes
evolve. Throughout this journey, we have never lost sight of what is most important to us- the safety of our
children, and to continue their Islamic education seamlessly.
We are grateful to our wonderful teachers who have gone above and beyond to adjust and adapt as the guidelines and directives are updated routinely. We are also very thankful to the office staff, ICLI leadership and
to the dedicated members of our Education Committee who have continued the work of keeping Saturday
school up and running while working tirelessly behind the scene to ensure stability during these tumultuous
times.
I hope and pray that Allah SWT Grants everyone His Protection, Blessings and Mercy. Ameen.
Naz Khan, MD, MBA
Chair, ICLI Saturday School
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Students From ICLI
Weekend School at the
Graduation Ceremony.
(These are pre pandemic pictures)
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The Sisters Halaqah
Alhamdulillah, the Sunday Sisters’ Halaqa Group at the Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI), has been going
strong for approximately 20 years!
The Halaqa is an “Islamic Circle of Knowledge”. ICLI’s Sisters’ Halaqa is composed of a
diverse group of sisters of various ethnic, educational, and cultural backgrounds. The sisters seek to enhance
and enrich their total Islamic learning experiences; they are committed to deepening their Iman, as the get to
know each other, develop friendships, and build community. They engage in weekly lectures and discussion
on Islamic topics that are taught by a knowledgeable and dedicated teacher who is well versed in Qur'an, Hadith, and Islamic Studies.
The group’s motto is: "Building a Strong Sisterhood, in a Caring and a Respectful Learning Environment,
based on the Qur'an and Sunnah of our Prophet (SAW)”. Some of the group’s topics include: Becoming Closer to Allah, Preparation for Ramadan, Islamic Manners and Adab, Islam as A Mercy for all Mankind, Family
Matters in Islam, Quran, Hadith, Tafsir and Seerah of Prophet Mohammad (SAW).
From its inception, Halaqa sisters continue to enthusiastically support ICLI’s programs and initiatives. Sisters
attend and /or participate in programs facilitated by Mufti Farhan, the Weekend School, the Interfaith Institute, the Annual Fundraiser Gala, just to name a few.
Since Covid-19, the sisters meet faithfully Sunday mornings on Zoom to continue their Islamic learning. On
occasions, the class is extended, so that sisters can remain on Zoom to fraternize and support one another, ensuring that everyone is doing well in this pandemic. The group has been able to engage sisters who may otherwise be unable to join the class in-person.
As a result, one of the sisters has been able to log-in to weekly sessions all the way from Mecca!
However, while the group appreciates some of the benefits of Zoom, they look forward to the time when they
can once again sit together in a gathering to learn our Deen and embrace each other in sisterly love, and
friendship for the sake of Allah (swt).
“So give good tidings to My servants. Who listen to speech and follow the best of it. Those are the ones Allah
has guided, and those are people of understanding.”
(Quran 39:17-18)
The Sisters’ Halaqa is held every Sunday on Zoom from 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM.
For more information, please contact Sr. Zainab Bey, Executive Board Member, and Sunday Sisters’
Halaqa Chair at: info@icli.org
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Update From The Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC)-2020
“Indeed everything that we have created is according to a measure”
Surah Al Qamar, 49
The Long Range Planning Committee of ICLI held several meetings in 2018 and 2019. On October 27 TH.
2019, all the Board of Trustees and Executive Committee of ICLI participated in a day-long retreat. During
this 8+ hour session, five different groups were created and they discussed both the short-term, intermediate
and long-term goals of ICLI. In depth analysis of current status and opportunities of expansion were discussed and scored from highest to lowest importance. Some of the topics that were discussed and prioritized
were as follows:
Executive Committee of ICLI and its expanded roles and responsibilities.
ICLI Education Committee and Weekend School Programs
Finance Committee
Youth Committee and Programs
Governance ,Policy & Procedures and Bylaws of ICLI
Interfaith Institute
All these groups were led by a senior table-leader. The deliberations of this retreat were formalized into a
power-point presentation and discussed in the February 2020 Board of Trustees Meeting as formal recommendations. Based on this democratic process of prioritizing programs and functions of ICLI, the LRPC and
BOT have created a process to implement these recommendations with the upcoming EC and BOT groups.
Many of these items are being prioritized by the current Executive Committee and will be implemented in
the future, Insha’Allah.
With the inauguration of a new Board and Executive Committee, a new Chairperson of the new LRPC will
be appointed and the strategic work will continue as planned.
Respectfully submitted,

Members of LRPC:
Mr. Imran Zaidi
Br. Khalid S. Lateef
Dr. Qamer Zaman
Br. Nasir Farooqi
Dr. Hala Ubaid
Dr. Isma Chaudhry

Jazakallah,
Tanveer Mir MD
Chairperson, LRPC
ICLI
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Linda Michelle Baron Speaking at the Black History
Month Celebration at ICLI

North Hempstead Town
Supervisor Judi Bosworth

Habeeb Ahmed
President ICLI
Mufti Mohammad Farhan
Executive Director ICLI

Keynote Speaker Dr. Obery M.
Hendricks Jr. With Sr. Councilwoman Dorothy L. Goosby
(Town Of Hempstead)
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Islamic Center of Long Island’s
17th Annual Black History Month Celebration

“Inspirational and Visionary Unsung Heroes”
On Sunday, March 1, 2020, ICLI was proud to host its 17th Annual Black History Month
Celebration.
Black History Month, or National African American History Month, is an annual commemoration of achievements by African Americans and a time for recognizing the central role that
they played in our nation’s history.
The goal of the 2020 Black History Month Celebration was to highlight the inspirational and
courageous leadership of “unsung” black men and women in American history.
Our legendary celebration was made even more memorable by the presentations of a scholarly and talented guest line-up for the event.
The program began with an opening prayer by Luqman Bandagi.
Mufti Mohammad Farhan, Ph.D., Executive Director at ICLI, served as the guest speaker.
As ICLI’s spiritual advisor, Mufti-Farhan’s message set a positive and reflective tone for the
afternoon.
We were honored to have as the keynote speaker, Obery M. Hendricks, Jr., Ph.D., who delivered an impressive and passionate speech.

Dr. Hendricks is a visiting research scholar at Columbia University. He was also a professor
at Drew University and a visiting professor at Princeton Theological Seminary. Cornell
Ronald West, the American philosopher, political activist, author and social critic, call Dr.
Hendricks “one of the last few grand prophetic intellectuals”.
Our Black History Month Celebration is an integration of various artistic talents. The audience was captivated by the performance of the highly acclaimed and esteemed guest presenter, Linda Michelle Baron, Ph.D. Dr. Baron is the President and founder of Harlin Jacque
Publications, author, motivational speaker, and poet. Through call and response, she thoroughly engaged the audience.
Ms. Minna Dunn, from the African American Museum in Hempstead, NY, helped support the
celebration by introducing local artists. The innovative works of Vernon McAuley and Genaro Rafael hung on display throughout the affair and provided an eye-catching aesthetic environment.
It is customary for ICLI to involve the youth in its Black History Month Celebration. This
year, winners of the 2020 Black History Month’s student essay contest, Semaya Robinson,
and Maryam Shahid shared their prize-winning essays with the audience before collecting
their prize and certificate.
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To show appreciation to all the presenters for their impressive performances, various kinds of
gifts were offered, such as plaques, gift certificates flowers and distinctive shawls from India.
The ICLI’s Black History Month Celebration is truly a community event. The audience was
made up of ICLI congregants, community members, elected and public officials, as well as a
host of notable organizations from in and around the Long Island area.
As a time-honored tradition, at the close of the program, guests gathered for networking and
enjoyment of a variety of scrumptious hot and cold foods catered and donated by local vendors. We would like to express our deep gratitude to the entire community for a tremendous
show of support!
The 2020 Black History Month Celebration was truly a wonderful event that allowed everyone to join in solidarity to keep alive the accomplishments of unsung African Americans……………………………….
“for lest we forget that we are standing on the shoulders of giants”.
Kind regards,
Zainab Bey
Executive Committee Member
BHM Program Chair

From Left to right:
Zainab Bey, Mufti Farhan, Dr. Obery M. Hendricks Jr., Nassau County Comptroller Jack Schnirman, Sr. Councilwoman
Dorothy L. Goosby, Dr. Linda Michelle Baron, Habeeb Ahmed, Seema Rehman, Legislator Carrie Solages, Lionel Chitty
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Providing a place where kids want to learn, grow and have fun is our objective and “IC” KIDS.
A learning experience for 3 to 5 year olds who have not attended kindergarten.

It is our mission at “IC” KIDS Preschool to provide a safe nurturing environment in which children are encouraged to acquire knowledge and skills through creativity, socialization, respect for diversity, and physical activity
necessary to become lifelong learners.

Our goal is for each child to graduate the class not only recognizing the alphabets in both Arabic and English but
also be able to read and write them. Hands on activities teach basic math, social studies, and science concepts.
We focus on monthly themes and seasonal changes (Hajj, Islamic New Year, Eid). We make it an essential part
of our program to help kids learn about Islam through stories and enjoyable activities. Our curriculum also includes memorization of small Surahs and Duas. Apart from exciting activities we teach and enforce etiquettes.
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We understand that physical activity is crucial for a child to better develop their gross motor skills, therefore
thirty minutes of our daily schedule is allocated for physical activities such as “parachute play”, “daily exercise”, “musical chairs” and much more. To congratulate and celebrate the accomplishment of our children we
hold a graduation ceremony at the end of our school year.

Registration for the upcoming September 2021-June2022 begins in March 2021. Please make an appointment to visit our classroom.
We offer a discount for ICLI Members.
We have been following appropriate health and security precautions due to COVID-19. Masks are mandatory and the students are
encouraged to follow proper hand and respiratory hygiene.
Our hours of operation are: Monday-Friday 9:30am-3:30pm. If you have further questions or concerns please feel free to contact the
director and teacher of “IC” KIDS at naveenkhokhar1@outlook.com or visit us on the web www.icliny.org under Educational Program.
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Girls Scouts Update 2020
Girl Scouts is about sharing the fun, friendship, and power of girls together. Any girl—
from kindergarten through 12th grade—can
join ICLI Girl Scouts. Girl Scouts is the
world’s largest organization of AND for
girls, currently encompassing 2.3 million
girl members and nearly one million volunteers! Our troops at ICLI, started in 2005,
are unique because we stand shoulder to
shoulder with our Muslim sisters. To help
our Muslim girls learn more about their environment in a creative and interesting manner. The scout activities promote Islamic
values, self-esteem and provide a safe environment under the peaceful light of Islam.
Combining Islamic education with scout activity is our prime goal.

This past year, 2019-2020 was a challenge for our 30+ troops
of Daisies, Brownies, Juniors and Cadettes. The pandemic
stopped our activities but we were still able to do charity work.
The unsold cookies were donated to our essential workers at
Northwell health with snacks and special messages. We hope
to resume activities soon.
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Crescent School has been established for the last 25 years”
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