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THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S (PBUH) LAST SERMON 
(This Sermon was delivered on the Ninth Day of Zul Hijjah 10 A.H in the Uranah Valley of Mount Arafat) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

All Praise is due to ALLAH, so we praise Him, and seek His pardon and we turn to Him.  

We seek refuge with ALLAH from the evils of ourselves and from the evil consequences of our deeds. Whom AL-
LAH guides aright there is none to lead him astray.  

I BEAR WITNESS THAT THERE IS NO GOD BUT ALLAH, the One, having no partner with Him. His is the sovereignty 
and to Him is due all praise. He grants life and causes death and is   powerful over everything.  

THERE IS NO GOD BUT ALLAH, the One; He fulfilled His promise and granted victory to His bondsman, and He 
alone routed the enemies of Islam. 

"O People, lend me an attentive ear, for I do not know whether, after this year, I shall ever be amongst you 
again. Therefore listen to what I am saying to you carefully and take these words to those who could not be  pre-

sent here today.  

O People, just as you regard this month, this day, this city as Sacred, so regard the life and property of every Mus-
lim as a sacred trust. Return the goods entrusted to you to their rightful owners. Hurt no one so that no one may 

hurt you. Remember that you will indeed meet your LORD, and that HE will indeed reckon your deeds.  

ALLAH has forbidden you to take usury (Interest), therefore all interest obligation shall  henceforth be waived...  

Beware of Satan, for your safety of your religion. He has lost all hope that he will ever be able to lead you astray 
in big things, so beware of following him in small things.  

O People, it is true that you have certain rights with regard to your women, but they also have right over you. If 
they abide by your right then to them belongs the right to be fed and clothed in kindness. Do treat your women 
well and be kind to them for they are your partners and committed helpers. And it is your right that they do not 

make friends with any one of whom you do not approve, as well as never to commit adultery.  

O People, listen to me in earnest, worship ALLAH, say your five daily prayers (Salah), fast   during the month of 
Ramadan, and give your wealth in Zakat. Perform Hajj if you can afford to.  

You know that every Muslim is the brother of another Muslim. All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has 
no superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab has any superiority over an Arab; also a white has no    superiority 
over a black nor a black has any superiority over a white - except by piety and good action. Learn that every Mus-
lim is a brother to every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood. Nothing shall be legitimate to 
a Muslim that belongs to a fellow Muslim unless it was given freely and willingly. Do not   therefore do       injus-
tice to yourselves. Remember one day you will meet ALLAH and answer your deeds.                 So beware: do not 

stray from the path of righteousness after I am gone.  

O People, no prophet or apostle will come after me and no new faith will be born. Reason well, therefore, O Peo-
ple, and understand my words that I convey to you. I leave behind me two things, the QUR'AN and my  example, 

the SUNNAH and if you follow these you will never go astray. 

All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others and those to others again; and may the last ones un-
derstand my words better than those who listen to me directly.  

BE MY WITNESS O ALLAH THAT I HAVE CONVEYED YOUR MESSAGE TO YOUR PEOPLE."  
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  Islamic Center Of Long Island 
Brief History and looking ahead Alhamdulilah (By the Grace of God) 

 

Vision 
To be a center of excellence for developing and sustaining a vibrant Islamic community, and a nurturing 

environment for the society at large 
 

Mission 
To serve and engage Muslims by promoting the values and teachings of Islam and to advocate interfaith 
harmony in a multicultural environment in accordance with the Qur’an and Sunnah of Prophet Muham-

mad (pbuh). 
 
  The need for the Islamic Center of Long Island grew out of the concerns of a small group of 
Muslim families on Long Island, mostly immigrants who settled in Nassau County, New York in the early 
70s. The desire to preserve their Religious and Ethnic identity lead to the conception of the Islamic Center 
of Long Island (ICLI). 
 
  The property was purchased in 1984, and the donations for the purchase of land and the 
building came from private donations. The initial property was a small two-story house with an adjoining 
piece of land.  
The small house on the property was altered for the Quranic instructions and spiritual needs of children 
and adults. The first Jumma (Friday Congregational Prayer) had three adults and the weekend school had 
15 to 20 children. The first expansion of the center was started in 1989 and completed in 1991. This ex-
pansion added a prayer hall for men and women, instructional classrooms, library and offices, an area of 
10,000 square feet with a cost of two million dollars, Alhamdulillah.  
 
  The services that ICLI was providing are tailored to the spiritual needs of all age groups. 
Some of the community programs at ICLI are; A vibrant and busy Sunday School with about 400 students 
from KG to 12 grade, IC kids 3 to 5 years old, sisters Halaka, Adult Quranic education, Hifz classes, girl 
scouts, boys and girls basketball leagues, Salaam group for recent reverts to Islam, Interfaith seminars and 
Speakers’ Bureau, Matrimonial counseling and services, and funeral arrangements for Islamic Burial.  
 
  Through its interfaith initiatives, ICLI has been a steady force of resistance against Islam-
ophobia and dispelling stereotypes against Islam and Muslims. The Islamic Center of Long Island has a 
proud history of interfaith work and initiatives to a level of distinction, which delivers the message of uni-
versalism brought by all the Prophets and Messengers of God. In October 2015, Dr. Faroque Khan, a 
founding member and an interfaith maverick at ICLI established the Interfaith Institute of Islamic Center 
of Long Island. The Institute has prominent academic and community partners who firmly believe in ICLI’s 
work of building bridges of respect and understanding among the diverse Long Island communities. 
With the growing needs of the community, ICLI delved into its 2nd expansion in 2013 and completed in 
2016. This expansion added almost 19,000 sq. ft., with state of the art classrooms, conference rooms, li-
brary and an indoor professional regulated basketball court. 
 
  ICLI has been very actively involved with the diverse communities of Long Island, building 
community coalitions with the interfaith communities of Long Island. The Interfaith Iftaar that ICLI hosts 
every year bring about 300 guests from all walks of life, under one roof to break bread together with the 
Muslim Community.  
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  At the Islamic Center of Long Island, we have built relationships of trust, mutual respect and 
collaboration with the government, nonprofit entities and private organizations on Long Island. We engage 
actively with our multifaith partners and the current president Mr. Habeeb Ahmed is in the forefront civic en-
gagement projects and providing support to the various communities in need on Long Island and the Tristate 
area. Every year at the most revered Muslim Holiday of Eid Al Adha, which commemorates Prophet Abraham’s 
devotion to God’s commandments he leads the community in donating over 7,000 lbs. of meat to various or-
ganizations to help feed the families in need of our support. Under Mr. Ahmed’s leadership, the community 
actively participates in Winter Blanket Drives, Soup Kitchens, and Disaster Relief Initiatives on Long Island.  
  
  ICLI is in the forefront in condemning Human rights violations, Anti Semitism and Islamophobia 
around the world. Alhamdulillah (by the Grace of God Almighty), ICLI has been recognized as one of the top 
eight spiritual places in the United States, published by Next Avenue and Huffington Post. Keeping with the 
tradition and teachings of Islam, ICLI elected its first President, Dr. Isma Chaudhry, for the term 2015-2017. Dr. 
Chaudhry has been named among the 50 Most Influential Long Islanders 3 years in a row. She has participated 
as a panelist and speaker at the United Nations, and The United States Institute of Peace, presenting ICLI’s 
model of engagement at a grassroots level. She now serves as the Chair of Board of Trustees of the Center.  
 
For more information about ICLI’s involvement and ongoing initiatives, we encourage you to visit the Islamic 
Center of Long Island. Please call the office for joining the Jummah (Friday Congregational prayer). 
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(In the name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful) 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Islamic Center of Long Island wishes to express its sincere and heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to all, 
who, in whatever way, small or big, visible or  invisible, contributed to the success and growth of this institu-
tion.  We pray that as you help this institution grow in its development and services to the community and to 
the cause of peace and justice, that Allah (SWT), in turn bless you and your families abundantly, both in this 

world and the hereafter. Ameen 
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PAST PRESIDENTS 
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Sajid Shah 
2009-2011 
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2012-2014 

Dr. Isma 
Chaudhry 

2015-
2017 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
2021-2023 
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Joint Secretary 

Mr. Amin Khwaja 
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General Secretary 
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Firdous Qutubuddin 
 
Rafeeq Mohammed 
Manzoor Hussain,  Sharif Lau Bin Abdullah 



12 

ICLI Annual Gala Dinner 2021 AD / 1443AH 

Five Time daily prayers 
along with 2 Jummah Pray-
ers. Ramadan Tarawih pray-
ers along with everyday 
breaking of fast  

Community service, food 
drives, blanket drives, dis-
aster relief efforts, Qurbani 
meat distribution of over 
7,000lbs  for the needy. 

Full/Part Time Hifz 
Program, Quran Nazirah 
after school. 

IC Kids PreSchool 
available for kids be-
tween the ages 3-5 yrs 

Kids/Youth/Adults Sports leagues and sports activities throughout the year. 

1-1 Counselling Services 
for the community by ICLI 
Executive Director Mufti 
Farhan. 

Weekend School: Available for kids from 
Kindergarten to high School.   

A forum for sisters to learn the 
Qur’an, hadith and issues related to 
day to day life  

Services Offered @ ICLI 

ICLI Cub & Girl Scouts – 
In accordance with the Nas-
sau County Girls & Boys 
Scouts of Long Island, we 
build girls & boys of cour-
age, confidence, and char-
acter who make the world a 
better place 

Hall Rental and Event Booking: General 
events such as Nikah, Aqeeqah etc. can be 
held at the Masjid/Lower level which can 
accommodate a maximum capacity of 175 
people. The courtyard (open air) accom-
modates 200 people approximately. The 
Basketball court accommodates 250 peo-
ple maximum. 
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Our services include full burial, re-
lease of body, washing of body, 
kafan and grave plot 

Lectures and presentations on vari-
ous Islamic and social topics together 
with the Ahadeeth sessions are of-
fered every Sunday throughout the 
year with the supervision of the Ex-
ecutive Director Mufti Farhan 

Shahada Program: To pro-
vide a strong support system 
and a welcoming environ-
ment to facilitate the transi-
tion of new Muslims and 
their families to the Islam. 

Ramadan Iftar – Services orga-
nized for the local community every 
evening during the month of Rama-
dan.  

Zakat: collecting donations 
from the community and dis-
tributing them to the needy. 
Our mission is to enrich the 
lives of the less fortunate and 
strengthen community efforts 
in outreach programs. 

Establish an organized 
and efficient system that 
provides the educational, 
intellectual, social and 
moral support in the tran-
sition of those accepting 
Islam. 

The Islamic Center of Long 
Island offers Nikah Services 
for the Community. 

Marriage Counselling: ICLI offers 
secure and confidential counseling 
services.  Executive Director Mufti 
Farhan conducts Marriage Counsel-
ling by appointments. 

Summer Camp: The camp runs from 
July through August for children 
from Kindergarten through 8th grade. 
The children are given a healthy bal-
ance of Quranic instruction and reci-
tation, academic instruction and sup-
port, arts and crafts and structured 
sports activities. Lunch, snack, fruit, 
& juice are provided. 
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On behalf of the Silent Auction Team members, Dr.Tanveer Mir, Sr. Seema Rahman , Sr. Sara Khan , Sr. Salma 
Mirza-Malik and Br. Ammad Sheikh, We Thank You For All for the Generous Donations ! 
 
This year we have a variety of exciting items up for auction including Islamic Art, Original Oil Paintings, Hyder-
abadi Jewelry, Gift Baskets and more ! 
 
There is a QR code present at each table, which can be 
scanned with your phone, to access the auction item list 
and place your bid. 
 
We would like to give a shout out to some of the won-
derful organizations / clubs for their contributions to the 
auction including the ICLI Ladies Halaqa, IC Kids 
, ICLI Board Members, Sisterhood of Salaam/Shalom 
Chapter, ICLI Weekend School and One World Girl. 

Silent Auction Committee  
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Chairperson ’s Message 

 

Bismillah Ar Rahman Ar Raheem 
In the name of Allah (God), Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

 
As Salam O Alikum Wa Rahmatullahe Wa Barakatuhu 
(May the Peace and Blessings of God Almighty be with all of you) 

 
Dear esteemed guests, and respected brothers and sisters 
We are honored to welcome you to The Islamic Center of Long Island's 2021 Annual Gala. Our heartiest 

congratulations to the honorees on this well-deserved recognition of their commitment, dynamic engage-
ments, and service to the diverse communities on Long Island and beyond. May you all continue to inspire 
us in your unique ways. 

 

The theme of this year's gala is; Islamic Tradition: Serving Humanity with Humility. Since its inception, 
the Islamic Center of Long Island has extended its services to the neighbors and the broader community of 
Long Island. By the Grace of God Almighty, ICLI is at the forefront of service-oriented initiatives, locally 
and beyond Long Island. The center's leadership is committed to building community coalitions and rela-

tionships on the pillars of trust, empathy, mutual respect, and collaboration.  
 

Compassion and service to humanity are the guiding principles and are the essence of Islam. During the 
peak months of the Covid Pandemic, ICLI addressed the growing food insecurity on Long Island by estab-

lishing a fully functional food pantry to serve neighbors near and far. Alhamdulilah, ICLI, worked closely 
with the County and Northwell Health to provide space for Covid testing and vaccination PODs, which 
were open to the diverse communities of Westbury and Long Island.  

At ICLI, our goal is to bring people from diverse communities on a shared path towards co-existence with 
dignity and honor.  
 

The Holy Quran guides us in Chapter 4:37: "And worship Allah and associate naught with Him and show 

kindness to parents, and to kindred, and orphans, and the needy, and to the neighbor that is a kinsman and 
the neighbor that is a stranger, and the companion by your side, and the wayfarer, and those whom your 
right hand possesses (employees). Surely, Allah loves not the proud and the boastful." 

May God continue to Guide and Bless us in our pledge to serve with compassion and commitment, 
Ameen. 

Isma H. Chaudhry, M.D., M.P.H. 
Co Chair Islamic Center of  Long Island 

                Habeeb Ahmed 
Chairperson Islamic Center of Long Island 
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President’s Message 

          November 2021 / Rabi’II 1443 
 
Assalamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuh! 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful  
 
Dear Esteemed Guests, and Respected Brothers and Sisters, 

 
Welcome to the Islamic Center of Long Island’s Annual 2021 Gala. It is an honor to have your presence 
amongst us this evening. Alhamdulillah (All Praise be to God), the Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI) is 
blessed to have a community that is engaged, vibrant, unified, welcoming and with a deep connection to our 
faith and our desire to share the best of our faith and community with our gracious supporters. The Center’s 
continuous growth, success, and interfaith outreach since its inception in 1982 is thanks to its Foundational 
Leaders, Executive Committees, Board Members and most importantly its supportive Community Members, 
through the grace of Allah (SWT). 
 
This year’s theme is:  Islamic Tradition: Serving Humanity with Humility. As Prophet Muhammad (SAWS) 
said, “Wealth does not diminish by giving Sadaqah (charity). Allah raises the honor of one who forgives; and 
one who serves another (displaying humility) seeking the pleasure of Allah. Allah will exalt him in 
ranks.” [Sahih Muslim]  
 
ICLI is blessed to have a community that has been serving humanity on multiple fronts. This past Ramadan, 
ICLI distributed over 3,500 Iftars (meals) not only to our local congregation, however to all local community 
members in need, including our First Responders. Our Food Pantry, which is open three times a week, serves 
on average 35-50 servings weekly to our community at large in need of vital nutritional supplies. Recently a 
donation drive for the incoming Afghan Refugees collected over 20,000 Ibs of donated items at the Center for 
distribution. These examples are a few of the many activities that ICLI is engaged in to serve our congregation 
and our local and larger community with the compassion and humility guided through our Holy Quran and 
practices of our beloved Prophet (SAWS.)  
 
The progress of the Center over the past year has been exceptional, Alhamdulillah! The following provides an 
overview of how dynamic, engaged, and vibrant the ICLI Community has been.  
 

• 20 Specific and Engaged Committees established to meet the needs of the center. The Senior Affairs Com-
mittee was recently activated to address the needs of our community seniors. 

• Our Educational Programs are in demand and serving the needs of the community. 

 ICLI Weekend School enrollment is over 350 students thanks to the leadership of our Weekend School 
Committee, Teachers and Parents. 

 IC Kids Preschool is at capacity with a dedicated and engaging teacher staff. 

 We have 10 students enrolled in our Full-Time Hifz program (Memorization of the Holy Quran.) 

 Over 70 students are engaged in our after school Maktab program both virtually and onsite. 
We recently completed a successful Summer Camp Program with over 210 students in both our Camp and 
Quran programs. 

• Our Social Media platforms (Facebook and YouTube) reach out to more than 4,900 subscribers combined. 

• Our Monthly Programming Calendar is busy with recurring activities and special events: 

 Covid Testing and Vaccinations in early 2021. ICLI was the first Long Island Mosque to host vaccinations 
to the community in partnership with Northwell Health. 

 Family Fajr and Breakfast where we engaged the community for Fajr Salah followed by a community 
breakfast. 
ICLI recently held an “Open House” where we welcomed our local political leaders, law enforcement leader-
ship, educators, interfaith partners, and community at large to visit and better understand who we are as Mus-
lims. 
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Like to express our sincere congratulations to all our Honorees for their notable accomplishments, dedication, 
and commitment to serving the community. Our sincere gratitude to our political leaders, interfaith partners, 
and at-large community supporters of the Islamic Center of Long Island for their continued leadership and 
support of the Center’s activities, outreach and combatting the challenges of Islamophobia in an ever-evolving 
environment.  
 
The ICLI community is blessed to have an engaged, dedicated and passionate administrative staff, building 
management team, caretakers and selfless volunteers who go above and beyond to serve the community. Our 
Resident Imam Ahmad, Executive Director Mufti Farhan, and our teachers for all our programs are immense-
ly appreciated for their commitment to enriching the community with the spiritual knowledge and wisdom we 
all desire. The Executive Committee (Dr. Tanveer, Br. Rashid, Dr. Naz, Br. Moizuddin and Br. Imran) is look-
ing forward to continuing the work of the Center Inshallah, in the year to come. My sincere gratitude for their 
support and incredible dedication to serve the best interest’s of ICLI and the community. 
 
On behalf of the Executive Committee, we pray that Allah (SWT) guides us, keeps us on the righteous path 
and allows us and our community to be amongst those to serve humanity with our Iman intact and Hearts sof-

tened. 
 
 

 
Jazakum Allah Khairan,  
      
Amin Khwaja        
President, Islamic Center of Long Island 
2021 - 2023        
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Free Delivery 
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                November 21, 2021 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends: 
 
It is my honor to congratulate the Islamic Center of Long Island on the occasion of your Annual Gala Dinner. 
After such a difficult year, tonight’s event is even more special as we are back celebrating together in person.  
 
As Commissioner of Police, I am grateful to have the ICLI as an important partner in our efforts to not only 
keep Nassau County one of the safest places in the country, but to also celebrate its diversity. I want to thank 
the members of the ICLI for the work they do to better our communities and promote tolerance and respect 
throughout Nassau County.  
 
I give my very best wishes for continued success and I look forward to many more years of collaboration and 
friendship. Please enjoy your evening! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

        
Patrick J. Ryder  
Commissioner of Police 

PATRICK J. RYDER 

POLICE COMMISSIONER 

 

LAURA CURRAN 

NASSAU COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

1490 Franklin Avenue 
Mineola, New York  11501 

(516) 573-8800 
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Interfaith Open House at ICLI 
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Chair: Br. Waheed Siddique 
Submitted by Dr. Isma Chaudhry Food Pantry Committee 
member 
 
“(The righteous are those) who feed the poor, the orphan and 
the captive for the love of God, saying: ‘We feed you for the 

sake of God Alone; we seek from you neither reward nor 
thanks.” –  Quran, 76:8-9 

 
Prophet Mohammad (SAW) "He is not a believer who fills his 

stomach while his neighbor goes hungry." 
 

Inspired by the teachings of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah 
(tradition) of our Beloved Prophet (SAW), the Islamic Center 
of Long Island was able to establish its Food Pantry to ad-
dress food insecurity for our vulnerable brothers and sisters 
from all races, ethnicities, religious and non-religious tradi-
tions.  
 
The pandemic has worsened the food insecurity on long is-
land. The Muslim community has been at the forefront of as-
sisting neighbors and the larger community by addressing this 
challenge. During the peak months of the pandemic, the ICLI 
community served 1000 hot meals per week. We distributed 
groceries and essential items to neighbors, families and home 
delivered week’s groceries to those with health and transpor-
tation challenges.   
 
The Mayor of Westbury, Peter Cavallaro, nominated ICLI to 
receive a federal grant from the County to facilitate these ef-
forts. County Executive Laura Curran, and Executive Director 
of Asian American Affairs, Farrah Mozzawalla, assisted and 
guided us to receive this grant. Alhamdulilah, with the gener-
ous contributions of the ICLI community and the awarded 
federal grant money, on October 9th, 2020, ICLI inaugurated 
its fully functional food pantry and got a van to drop off 
meals and groceries to families who had travel constraints. 
ICLI Board member Mr. Waheed Siddique generously pro-
vided space for the pantry on his property which attached to 
the ICLI campus. 
 
ICLI Food pantry is open three days a week to serve guests by 
providing groceries. We acknowledge the ongoing support 
from Nassau County Executive Laura Curran, Mayor of 
Westbury Peter Cavallaro, Farrah Mozzawalla, Executive Di-
rector Nassau County Office of Asian American Affairs, and 
Island Harvest.  
 
Alhamdulilah, Islamic Center of Long Island, answered the 
call of need, May Allah (SWT) accept the efforts of all volun-
teers who are committed to serving the larger community of 
Long Island with the intention to seek the Blessings of Allah 
(SWT) 
 

Islamic Center of Long Island Food Pantry 

The ICLI Youth Committee engages our Muslim 
youth to develop a sense of belonging to both the 
community and Mosque. Our aim is to allow our 
youth opportunities to develop confidence and skills 
which they can carry forward to find success in this 
life and the hereafter. We organize programs and 
events that address various relevant topics such as 
Islamic knowledge, spirituality, interfaith relation-
ships and the everyday challenges of growing up 
Muslim in America. Events are typically categorized 
as social, faith or service related. The ICLI facility 
includes an abundance of space for the youth to host 
volunteer programs as well as coordinate sporting 
events in the athletic center. 
 
This past year, the Youth Committee planned and 
executed the following events: Career Fair (January), 
Get Well Cards (February), Spiritual Sunday Discus-
sion (March), Virtual Ramadan Meet-Up (April), 
Letters to Patients (May), Letters to Healthcare 
Workers (May) and a Youth BonFire (November). 
For the past few months, we began Spiritual Sundays 
with Mufti Farhan.  This past Ramadan we hosted a 
successful Youth Qiyam with over 100 students at-
tending. The high level of interest led us to host a 
second Youth Qiyam as well.  
 
We’ve had plenty of opportunities for giving back to 
the community. High schoolers assisted with provid-
ing drive-by iftars to the community, and ICLI 
Youth collaborated with nonprofit LI Helpers to 
wrap gift and make food packages for our communi-
ty in need. We also had a Resume Workshop for 
High schoolers, our annual Bonfire, as well as our 
annual Paint Nite. 
 
Most recently, ICLI Youth has been focusing on 
mental health. We hosted a mental health discussion 
with Dr. Omar Shareef and Sayed Bhuiyan. Due to a 
large interest from our Muslim community, ICLI 
Youth has been hosting Mental Health Training 
leading in certification for all participants. 
 

Please consider joining our Remind Group by tex-
ting @icliy to the number 81010, and following our 
Instagram page to learn more about upcoming events 
@icliyouth 
 

Misha Khan 

Youth Committee Report 
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Nowadays we are experiencing so many hurricanes, floods, 
storms and fires all over the world due to the environmental 
crisis of climate changes. The forces of nature are sending 
us a clear message. We’re doing something wrong, and 
planet Earth is complaining. But are we listening? Are we 
taking responsibility for our actions? 
 
In this short message, I’ve chosen some verses that clearly 
address the subject of our environmental crisis. These vers-
es explain the role of human beings in the grand scheme of 
things. They urge us to faithfully discharge the honor, the 
Trust that we have been given, to be good custodians, good 
stewards of all that our planet Earth has to offer, In Sura Al 
Baqara we read: 
 
And when your Lord said unto the angels: Behold! I am 
about to place a viceroy in the earth, they said: Will You 
place therein one who will do harm and will shed blood, 
while we sing Your praise and sanctify You? He said: Sure-
ly I know what you do not know.” (Quran 2:30) 
 

In chapter 36, Yaseen, the Noble Quran reminds us; 
Glory to Allah, Who created in pairs all things that the earth 
produces, as well as their own (human) kind and (other) 
things of which they have no knowledge.” (Quran 36:36). 
 
That evocative and lyrical chapter known as Sura Al Rah-
man, The All Merciful, begins like this: 
“Allah, The Most Merciful! He created human beings: He 
taught them speech (and intelligence). The sun and the 
moon follow courses (exactly) computed; And the herbs 
and the trees – both (alike) bow in adoration. And the heav-
ens has He raised high, and He has set up the Balance (of 
Justice), In order that you may not transgress the balance. 
So establish weight with justice and fall not short in the bal-
ance. It is He Who has spread out the earth for (His) crea-
tures: Therein is fruit and date-palms, producing spathes 
(enclosing dates);  
Also, corn, with (its) leaves and stalk for fodder, and sweet-
smelling plants. Then which of the favours of your Lord 
will ye deny? (Fa bi ayyi aalaa iRabbi huma tukath- thi-
baan?) (Quran 55:1-13) 
 
I think these verses speak for themselves. They don’t need 
my explanation. Allah has conferred on us a great honor to 
be the Trustees of planet Earth.  
But in Sura Al Ruum, Allah also warns us about misusing 
and abusing His sacred Trust: 

Environmental Crisis: What Muslims should do? 
Ibrahim Negm  
Senior Advisor to the Grand Mufti of AlAzhar , PhD 

“Corruption has appeared throughout the land and sea 
because of what the hands of people have earned, so He 
(Allah) may let them taste some of [the consequence of] 
what they have done, that perhaps they will return [to 
right conduct].” (Quran 30:41) 
 
Bear in mind that these verses were revealed by the An-
gel, Gabriel, to Prophet Muhammad, 1,400 years ago. 
They do indeed speak to us, as if they were revealed 
only yesterday! The lesson is clear: To deal with our 
climate crisis, food insecurity, species extinction and 
ecological disaster, we must change our personal habits. 
We must change our attitude, change our lifestyle. We 
must stop being so wasteful. We have to stop treating 
Planet Earth as if it’s just another giant shopping mall 
orbiting the sun! 
Islam not only explains our role as human beings in our 
precarious relationship as stewards of the environment. 
Islam also provides us with practical advice. It shows us 
how we can fulfil our God-given role as caretakers of 
Planet Earth, in a way that is sustainable for future gen-
erations.  
 
One example: Don’t waste water. Prophet Muhammad 
was standing next to one of his companions, who was 
washing himself, preparing for prayers. He reminded 
his companion not to waste water. His companion 
asked, “Even if I’m using water from a river? The 
Prophet replied: Don’t waste water, even if you’re by a 
river.” 
 
As a great teacher and exemplar, Prophet Muhammad 
lived and ate very frugally. He advised us that the worst 
thing we can fill is our stomach. In a well-known Had-
ith, he said that we should only fill one third with food, 
one third with water, and leave one third empty. Nowa-
days, with growing problems of obesity and diabetes, 
medical professionals confirm that this is really good 
advice.  It’s a simple matter of priorities. Need must 
always prevail over greed. We must satisfy our need, 
and stop our greed. If we can control our appetite for 
food, it becomes a lot easier to control our appetite for 
so many other things…. 
On planting trees, Prophet Muhammad said: 
“The Earth is green and beautiful, and Allah has ap-
pointed you his stewards over it. The whole earth has 
been created a place of worship, pure and clean. Who-
ever plants a tree and diligently looks after it until it ma-
tures and bears fruit is rewarded. If a : 
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Muslim plant a tree or sows a field and humans and 
beasts and birds eat from it, all of it is love on his part, 
an enduring charity.” 
Again, on planting trees and keeping focused on our 
duty, even in times of calamity, he said 

“If the day of Judgement comes upon you while you 
are holding a little seedling in your hand, then go 
ahead and plant it.”  (Saheeh Muslim) 
In other words, don’t panic. Be Islamic! Trust Allah. 
Love, worship and adore Him and be mindful of the 
environment around you and serve other fellow human 

beings. This is the road map of success. 

ICLI understands the environmental crisis and playing their part in 
keeping our planet earth green. 
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U.S. Senator Charles Ellis “Chuck” Schumer has dedicated his career to being a tireless fighter for New York. He 
visits all 62 counties every year and has delivered countless large and small victories across the state, including 
delivering $20 billion to rebuild after the 9-11 terror attacks and passing a $63 billion relief package to help New 
York recover from Superstorm Sandy. From massive snowstorms in Western New York to numerous floods 
across Upstate, Sen. Schumer has been there to deliver aid and support to New Yorkers in their time of need. 

Chuck was born and raised in Brooklyn, NY, where his dad owned a small exterminating business and his mom 
was a housewife. He attended public school and graduated from James Madison High School before heading to 
Harvard University, and then Harvard Law School. Chuck has two daughters, Jessica and Alison, and he still re-
sides in Brooklyn with his wife, Iris Weinshall. 

Chuck represented the 9th CD in Brooklyn and Queens for eighteen years, where he established his reputation as a 
consumer advocate and a pioneer in the fight against crime during the days of sky-high crime and murder rates 
that plagued communities throughout America. He was the leading sponsor of the Violence Against Women Act, 
which combats domestic violence and sexual assault, and the Brady Bill, which instituted mandatory background 
checks for handgun purchases. He championed the Hate Crimes Prevention Act, which organized data on crimes 
of bigotry and allowed federal authorities to prosecute these crimes. He also sponsored legislation that required 
banks and credit card companies to provide greater disclosure to consumers. 

Throughout his time in the Senate, Chuck has made improving New York's economy his top priority, bringing af-
fordable air service, like JetBlue, to Upstate New York. He has worked to successfully retain New York jobs that 
were at risk of leaving and to attract many new firms to New York to create many thousands of family-supporting 
new jobs. Chuck was the author of legislation that eliminated barriers that delay low-cost generic medications 
from entering the marketplace and led the charge to make college tuition tax deductible. He also aggressively 
championed agricultural measures to preserve vital market support programs for New York’s dairy farmers and 
crop growers. In 2013, Chuck worked across the aisle to pass a comprehensive immigration reform package, the 
Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization Act, which passed the Senate with over-
whelming bipartisan support. 

After New Yorkers re-elected him in 2004, Chuck secured two powerful posts: a seat on the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, which oversees the nation’s tax, trade, social security and healthcare legislation, and the Chairmanship of 
the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee (DSCC). Chuck successfully led the DSCC for two consecutive 
cycles and greatly expanded the number of seats in his conference. 

Following the elections of 2006, then-Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) appointed Chuck to serve as Vice 
Chair of the Democratic Conference, the number three position on the Democratic Leadership team. In 2016, 
Chuck was once again re-elected by the people of New York and at the same time, his colleagues elected him to 
serve as Leader of the Democratic Caucus, the first time a New York Senator has held the position. 

 

 

 

 

     Keynote Speaker 
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     Guest Speaker 

Keith Ellison was sworn in as Minnesota’s 30th attorney general on January 7, 2019. As the People’s 
Lawyer, Attorney General Ellison’s job is to help Minnesotans afford their lives and live with dignity, 
safety, and respect. His guiding values are generosity and inclusion. 

From 2007 to 2019, Keith Ellison represented Minnesota’s 5th Congressional District in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, where he championed consumer, worker, environmental, and civil- and human-rights 
protections for Minnesotans. He served for 12 years on the House Financial Services Committee, where 
he helped oversee the financial services industry, the housing industry, and Wall Street, among others. 
Among his legislative accomplishments are passing provisions to protect credit-card holders from abu-
sive practices and protect the rights of renters and tenants. While in Congress, he founded the Congres-
sional Antitrust Caucus and the Congressional Consumer Justice Caucus. He also served as co-chair of 
the Congressional Progressive Caucus, which he helped build to more than 100 members. 

Before being elected to Congress, Attorney General Ellison served four years in the Minnesota House of 
Representatives. Prior to entering elective office, he spent 16 years as an attorney specializing in civil-
rights and defense law, including five years as executive director of the Legal Rights Center. As the lead-
er of this public-interest law firm, he oversaw a team of attorneys focused on delivering justice for Min-
nesotans who had nowhere else to turn. He was also a noted community activist. 

Attorney General Ellison received his law degree from the University of Minnesota Law School in 1990. 
He is the proud father of four adult children: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Elijah, and Amirah. He is the first African 
American and the first Muslim American to be elected to statewide office in Minnesota. 
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           Spiritual Speaker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mufti Hussain Kamani is an instructor at Qalam. He is a faculty member at the Qalam Seminary. He gives 
lectures, conducts seminars and workshops, and teaches Intensives and leads Hajj & Umrah groups at Qalam. 
You can listen to the numerous series that he has recorded on the Qalam Podcast. 

He currently resides in Dallas, TX with his wife and four children. He also serves as a resident scholar for the 
Islamic Association of Carrollton (Masjid Al-Rahman). 

Mufti Hussain Kamani was born and raised in Elizabethtown, Kentucky. His journey to pursue sacred Islamic 
knowledge began at age 6. By the age of 9, he completed the memorization of the Holy Quran. To further ad-
vance his studies in the Islamic Sciences, he traveled to the United Kingdom and pursued formal Islamic au-

thorizations (ijazahs). For 7 years, Mufti Kamani studied a rigorous curriculum covering the Arabic language 
and literature, Islamic jurisprudence, Tafseer of the Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Islamic Philosophy, and Aqeedah. 
Afterwards, he was selected for a post-graduate level course in Islamic Law and Legal Verdicts, which he 

completed within two years. He later earned his graduate degree in Business Management from the University 
of Coventry in the UK. 

           Youth Speaker 

Dubbed the “voice of a generation,” Boonaa Mohammed is a critically acclaimed award winning writer and 
performer with accolades including a playwright residency at Theatre Passe Muraille, a short story pub-
lished in a Penguin Canada anthology called “Piece by Piece” and various slam poetry titles credits includ-
ing winner of the 2007 CBC Poetry Face-Off “Best New Artist” award. 

His popular Youtube videos have received Millions of views to date, and as an Artist he has toured and trav-
eled across the world, speaking alongside some of the most influential scholars and entertainers of our time. 
He frequently conducts writing workshops and seminars, sharing his experience and expertise in Spoken 
Word story-telling with mainly youth from all walks of life. 

https://qalamseminary.com/
https://www.qalam.institute/seminars-partnerships
https://www.qalam.institute/intensives
https://www.qalam.institute/hajj
https://qalampodcast.com/
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           President’s Award 

 
Sr. Farhana Syed has been a part of the ICLI community for over 18 years.  She is a local resident of West-
bury and a devoted Mother of three Children.   Sr. Farhana has been active with ICLI’ s many programs 
and has been serving as a Weekend School teacher for the past 5 years.   She has volunteered to assist our 
IC Kids Program, office projects and has been a key participant for ICLI’s funeral services to the commu-
nity.    
 
Sr. Farhana has served as well in different leadership roles with the ICNA Sister’s group.    
Her quiet, humble and forthcoming volunteerism in times of need for the Masjid and community for the 
benefit of helping the Center and others, makes her an exceptional example for all of us.   
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             Chairperson’s Award 

As senior vice president of community and population health, Debbie Salas-Lopez, MD, MPH, oversees 
Northwell Health’s community and public health strategy, including community health investment, communi-
ty relations, strategic community partnerships, the Center for Equity of Care, as well as the smoking cessa-
tion, human trafficking and Food as Health programs. 
 
Dr. Salas-Lopez’s leadership was critical during the COVID-19 pandemic. She and her team have partnered 
with various community and faith-based leaders to identify their most-pressing needs, which became the cata-
lyst for Northwell’s faith- based testing initiative — a program where Northwell partners with community 
and faith-based centers to offer free diagnostic and serology (antibody) testing. Dr. Salas-Lopez is also lead-
ing the Long Island Regional Health Equity Task Force, which has been tasked with providing equitable and 
safe COVID-19 vaccine distribution and education to lower-income communities. 
 
Dr. Salas-Lopez joined Northwell in 2019 as senior vice president for transformation, responsible for system 
value-based initiatives that improve health and care delivery. She assumed her leadership role after serving as 
the chief transformation officer at Lehigh Valley Health Network, where she led strategy and oversaw a 
unique and broad portfolio, including community-based and population health initiatives, telehealth, connect-
ed care, and innovation, strategic partnerships, and operational redesigning of the clinical delivery system. 
 
At Lehigh Valley, Dr. Salas-Lopez held various academic and clinical leadership positions. In 2009, she was 
appointed as the Leonard Parker Pool Chair of Medicine, a role she served in until 2015 when she became an 
associate chief medical officer. In 2017, she was appointed chief transformation officer for Lehigh Valley 
Health Network. Academically, she was a professor of medicine at the University of South Florida, Morsani 
College of Medicine and the College of Public Health. She is a fellow of the American College of Physicians. 
 
She has collaborated with many community-based organizations on issues related to prevention, screening, 
and healthcare access and has partnered with other healthcare institutions to address community needs. She 
has led initiatives to improve quality of care and the health of the community, reduce costs, and provide better 
care coordination. 
 
Dr. Salas-Lopez is a nationally recognized speaker and educator in women leaders in medicine, healthcare 
disparities and equity in care, cultural awareness and language-appropriate services, and the impact of social 
and economic factors on health. In 2021, Modern Healthcare named her to its annual Top 25 Women Leaders 
as a “Woman to Watch.” She also received the 2021 Tribute to Excellence in Health Care award from the 
United Hospital Fund. 
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                 Interfaith Award 

 
Randi Shubin Dresner has been with Island Harvest Food Bank since 2001, serving as President and Chief 
Executive Officer for most of her tenure.  Under her direction, Island Harvest has increased its income by 
more than 83% and its distribution of meals helping people in need has increased by more than 75% in the 
past ten years.   

Randi Shubin Dresner was appointed by the New York State governor to serve on the NYS Council on 
Hunger and Food Policy and the College Council at Farmingdale State College. She serves on a many 
councils and boards including the Suffolk County Food Policy Council, The Long Island Food Council, 
the Consultive Council of Non-Profit Leaders for Charity Navigator and an Advisory Disaster Response 
Council for Feeding America.  Randi is a member of the Energeia Partnership at Molloy College (a region-
al ethical-leadership academy) and recently, Randi has also been able to check off radio talk show and 
podcast host from her bucket list, with  “Conversations with Randi Shubin Dresner”. 

Randi served as adjunct faculty at Long Island University at CW Post and Molloy College spanning more 
than 25 years, served as the Co-Chair of the State University of New York (SUNY) Task Force on Food 
Insecurity and was Chair of the Advocacy Committee for Feeding New York State.  Prior to joining Island 
Harvest Food Bank, Randi was a partner in a successful development consulting firm and made her mark 
at several national and local nonprofit organizations, including the Heckscher Museum of Art, the March 
of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation, The Viscardi Center, and the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.  

Randi was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Law from St. Joseph’s College in 2013. She is a lifelong and 
proud resident of Long Island, NY. 



38 

ICLI Annual Gala Dinner 2021 AD / 1443AH 

Rev. Charles Coverdale is Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Riverhead, NY where he has served for the 
past 36 years. Formerly he served for 7 years as the Pastor of the historic Pond Creek Baptist Church in 
Providence Rhode Island. 
 
Rev. Coverdale is the father of 2 children, the grandfather of 8, and the great-grandfather of 3, and resides 
with his wife, Shirley, in Aquebogue, NY. He is a multi-faceted individual who has made major contribu-
tions to the life of his local community as well as having contributed positively on the county, state, nation-
al, and international levels. 
 
Rev. Coverdale was formerly an Assistant Professor of Business Administration at Simmons College in 
Boston and Bentley College in Waltham, Massachusetts. He also taught at Lesley College in Cambridge, 
Massachusettes. He served as an Adjunct Professor at the American University in Washington D.C. and 
taught at the Harvard Divinity School Center for the Study of Values in Public Life. The Reverend has also 
founded 3 non-profit organizations: the Family Community Life Center, the Open Arms Care Center, and 
FBC Housing Corporation. 
 
Rev. Coverdale is best known in Suffolk County for his pursuit of the vision given to him by God to devel-
op the Family Community Life Center. FCLC is a community-based agency, which through social, educa-
tional, recreational, and cultural programs, promotes quality family life and a greater sense of community. 
 
FCLC allows the diverse cultural elements of the community, as well as the disparate socio-economic 
groups, break down barriers that perpetuate Long Island's status as one of the most segregated suburbs in 
the country. He is looking to expand the vision for FCLC and build affordable housing to accommodate 
working families in the community. 
 
Rev. Coverdale serves on numerous boards and committees, representing the community and charitable 
concerns and causes. Some of the capacities in which he has served include the Commissioner of Human 
Rights for Suffolk County, President of the Long Island Council of Churches, Protestant Chaplain to the 
Suffolk County Correctional Facilities, Member of the Suffolk County Martin Luther King Jr., Commis-
sion, National Vice President of the Community Reinvestment Network, and as a member of the East End 
Arts Council, the American Baptist Churches of Metro NY, the National Institute for Community Empow-
erment, the Organization for a New Equality, the Urban League of Long Island, the Center for Remem-
brance and Understanding, the Peconic Bay Medical Center, the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, NAACP Diamond Life Member, and serves as a University Trustee for Lincoln Univer-
sity in Pennsylvania. In 2006, Rev. Coverdale was elected as President of the Long Island Organizing Net-
work. Since October 2008, Rev. Coverdale has served on the Leadership Council of the Harvard Divinity 
School.  

                 Interfaith Award 
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Flowers Blooming at ICLI 
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Spring Time at ICLI 
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ICLI Cares 

ICLI provided 
drive through hot 
meals throughout 
the Ramadan  for 
Iftaar 
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ICLI: Doing what they are best at… 
Serving the humanity. Volunteers 
distributing grocery bags to the peo-
ple in need in the tri state area.  
Courtesy: ICLI Food Pantry 
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179.22 UNION TURNPIKE FRESH MEADOWS NY 11366 

   TEL: 718 969 7000 

Interfaith Committee of Islamic Center of Long Island  

Dr. Isma h. Chaudhry (Chair) 
Dr. Naz Khan (EC Liaison) 
Members: Mufti Mohammad Farhaan, Br. Habeeb Ahmad, Sr. Seemi Ahmed, Dr. Irfan Amin, Br. Azhar Bhatt, 
Dr. Safdar Chadda, Br. Ali Mohammad, Br. HabibUddin Mohammad, Sr Rani Munawer, Br Saud Rehman, Br. 
Hasan Sheikh, Br. Waheed Siddique, Br. Najim Yaqubie. 
 
Al Quran 49:13 “O mankind We created you from a single pair of male and female and made you into nations and 
tribes; that you may know each other, not that you may despise each other. Verily the most honored of you in the 

sight of God is the one who is the most righteous of you, AND surely God is all Knowing and all Aware” 
 

Al Quran 30:22 “And among His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth and the difference of your 
tongues and colors. Surely in this there are signs for the persons having knowledge.” 

 
 
Alhamdulilah, the Interfaith Committee, added to the numerous activities of our beloved and vibrant Islamic Cen-
ter of Long Island. The committee members hosted small groups at ICLI and participated in the county and town 
events on 9/11, offering prayers and inspiration from the teachings of the Quran and Sunnah of our beloved Proph-
et (Salallahho Allihai WasSalam). 
 
We formalized “speaker request” forms and Interfaith topics to facilitate interfaith discussion and awareness of the 
Islamic tradition at various organizations and schools. We engaged with School Superintendents and Principals of 
Long Island School Districts to provide In-service curricula for the teachers and school administrators.   
 
In September, the committee launched an Interfaith campaign, “Upholding Humanity,” with the first project being 
“Afghan Refugee Support.” The launch was attended by the ICLI board and community members, Interfaith part-
ners from various religious traditions, elected officials, including Congressman Suozzi and County Executive 
Laura Curran. 
On October 3rd, Interfaith Committee held ICLI’s first formal “Open House,” which was Alhamdulilah attended 
by guests from all walks of life and traditions, including elected officials and their office staff Nassau County Po-
lice Department, School Superintendents, and administrators. We hope that these efforts will bring forth more 
awareness on the increasing Islamophobic trends and Anti-Muslim tropes in our institutions, schools, and the di-
verse communities of Long Island. 
 
We pray that May Allah (SWT) Guide us, Accept these humble efforts and forgive any intentional or unintentional 
oversights.  
The Interfaith Committee is actively pursuing volunteers to serve on the committee as speakers and facilitators of 
Interfaith presentations and dialogue.  
 
Isma H. Chaudhry  
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At the start of new term of ICLI’s Board of Trustees, a new Finance Committee was appointed for a term of 
three years starting January 1, 2021. The current Finance Committee of the Board of Trustee consist of follow-
ing members from our community with diverse professional background and experience.  
 
Rizwan Qureshi, Chairman, Habeeb Ahmed, Chair, Board of Trustee , Naveed Ali Haroon, Shahid Satti,  Hanya 
Mustafa, Aisha Umar , Ali Mohyuddin (Dr.), Hasan Sheikh, Mohammad Syed Arif, Muzaffar Qureshi 
 
As per the ICLI’s Bylaws, the Finance Committee’s mandate is as follows:  
Ensure the financial well-being of the Institution, focusing on its financial growth, financial sustainability & 
identify financial strategies and opportunities including the oversight of a healthy endowment fund. 
 
Members were selected and nominated based on their individual expertise and contribution to the ICLI. For 
members, it is a unique opportunity to serve ICLI in a tangible way to strengthen overall financial well-being of 
ICLI. During its first meeting, Finance Committee (FC) collectively decided and agreed on following goals for 
the next three years. The defining of overall goals will help the committee in working towards achieving con-
crete success for the benefit of ICLI. 
 

• ICLI’s Financial Viability  

• Revenue Sources: Diversity and Sustainability 

• Strengthen and Enhance Existing Revenue Sources 

• Undertake Projects to Improve ICLI Campus  

• Replenish Endowment Funds $500K in the next 3 Years  
 
Currently, FC is working on the following projects and initiatives: 
 
1. Purchase/ Acquisition of 3 Jaymie Drive: At the request of the Board Co-Chair, Br Habeeb Ahmed, FC has 
joined the project related to purchase and eventual integration into ICLI campus of 3 Jaymie Drive. The proper-
ty helps ICLI in expanding its campus and availability of more space to run its programs. FC, so far, has done 
the following:  
• Established online donation campaign, GoFundMe. (To Donate visit www.icliny.org) 
• Coordinating the closing of the purchase with ICLI’s attorney 
• Once acquired, FC will be part of the space planning as it relates to 3 Jaymie Drive  
 
2. ICLI Federal Credit Union: FC is looking into viability of establishing a federal credit union (non-profit) as 
part of building institutions within ICLI. Sister Aisha, with her background as a banker, has been tasked to ex-
plore the viability and mechanics of establishing ICLI FCU in the near long-term proposition but will create an 
institution that will give credibility and long-term viability to the center. There are number of church-sponsored 
FCUs in the US. ICLI will be the first if we explore this project.  
 
3. Planned Giving: This is a project that ICLI must pursue keeping in view our community’s financial as well as 
demographic stage. Br Hasan Sheikh, with his affiliation with a major financial institution, was tasked with 
looking into the following:  
• Deferred gifts of cash of assets 
• Gifts that pay income 
• Gifts that protect donor’s assets 
 
Br Hasan submitted his research and a blue print to initiate this project. Br Rizwan had an extensive call with 
Jamal Mahmood, Financial Planner at Main Street Solutions LLC. Jamal has been involved in this space for 
over 25 years. He will provide pertinent information to the committee for its consideration. Major non-profits 
including Synagogues, have well-established planned giving programs which are normally white-labeled by ma-
jor financial institution 

Finance Committee Report 
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4. Road to 786: Revival of IC Pass: A number of efforts have been made to make IC Pass a robust vehicle to raise 
recurring revenues. With the title “Road to 786” and right promotion, FC believes that IC Pass can add an ongo-
ing revenue source for the center.  The idea behind the promotion is to set a goal of 786 individuals signing up for 
IC Pass with a minimum of $30 per month. Ultimately, this can have the potential of generating revenue in the 
neighborhood of $282,960 per year.  
 
As we move forward in making our Center more financially viable, we appeal to our community to support ICLI 
and donate generously in the years to come. Financial support is essential for ICLI in delivering quality programs 
to the community we serve.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rizwan Qureshi, Chair, Finance Committee  
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Salaam Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuhu, 
 
We have been Blessed to back to school onsite for 2021-2022 school year, and have already had a fantastic 
start to the new school year. We have seen an impressive increase in the number of admissions for weekend 
school, with a steady increase in year over year registrations, and are now looking at near capacity for almost 
all of our grades in Saturday school, and are at capacity for Sunday School.  
 
We have added some fresh new faces to the Weekend School Education team, as well as changed the manage-
ment structure in order to ensure collaboration between both days. The Chair for Saturday School is Sr. Asma 
Abbas and for Sunday School is Sr. Aisha Kajtezovich. They have both been active and dedicated members of 
the weekend school education committee for many years and I am confident that along with their teams, they 
will ensure a smooth school year and engaging activities for our students. 
 
We have conducted extensive teacher development workshops under the leadership of Sr. Misha Khan and Sr. 
Maherukh Mumtaz who both have wide-range teaching experiences. In addition, Sr. Fatima Haque, Sr. Aisha 
Aziz, and Sr. Zahida Meghar have joined the Education committee. All of these education committee volun-
teers are dedicating their time, effort and experiences in making sure our students receive the best Islamic 
school experience.  
 
We were once again able to utilize Mufti Farhan’s knowledge and experience to continue our robust Salah 
curriculum, and Sr. Aswita Taizir’s extensive teaching and leadership experience to further enhance our cur-
riculum and teaching methods. The Salah curriculum has been further developed by the addition of new teach-
ers, and each student continues to receive individualized testing, as well as individualized quarterly assess-
ments and are grouped based on their current Arabic and Quran understanding. This has allowed for a more 
customized and personalized approach to their current knowledge and development.  
 
We plan to bring back our previous years’ activities such as Peace Day, Speech Competition, and Graduation 
celebration, which the students eagerly anticipate each year. We remain very excited about the upcoming 
school year and grateful for all the support and encouragement from our students, parents and the community 
at large. 
 
Naz Daniyal Khan 
Executive Committee of ICLI 
Liaison, Weekend School ICLI 

Weekend School Committee Report 
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November 21, 2021 

The Governance and Grievance Committee (GGC) of 
Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI) is a Board Com-
mittee which has been part of ICLI’s Constitution and         
Bylaws since they were first enacted in June of 1988. 
The committee functions at the behest of the Board of 
Trustees to oversee a broad range of organizational and 
operational functions at ICLI, besides serving to ad-
dress community and individual concerns. 
 
The seven committee members are selected by the 
Board at the recommendation of the Board Chair in the 
beginning of each Board term and serve on the commit-
tee for a period of 3 years as specified in the Constitu-
tion.  
 

The current committee members are: Dr. Qamar Zaman 
(chair), Sr. Safura Gangat, Dr. Isma Chaudhry, Br. Wa-
heed Siddiqui, Br. Nazir Mir, Br. Javed Munawar   and Br. 
Habibuddin Mohammed. 
 
The committee saw a busy first half of the year and 
met over Zoom for several sessions to discuss and de-
velop recommendations to the Board for amendments 
to the 2016 constitution. The committee’s recommen-
dations were presented and approved by the Board this 
summer and are now part of the     6th amendment to the 
ICLI’s Constitution and Bylaws. These should be 
available for the membership in the ICLI office. 
 
The GGC also made recommendations to the Board 
about ICLI’s       Social Media policy, Confidentiality and 
Conflict of Interest policies, which were also adopted 
by the Board. Going forward, the committee will be 
reviewing the Employee Manual and incorporate its 
recommendations into a Policy and Procedures Manual 
for the Board’s approval. 
 
As committee chair, I wish to express the committee’s 
appreciation to the Board for the trust and confidence 
it has     placed on us and to the committee members for 
their input. 
 
Qamar Zaman, M.D., F.A.C.C. 
Chair Of GGC 

November 21, 2021 
 
Appointed by the Executive Committee (EC) of the Is-
lamic Center of Long Island ICLI) Zakat Committee 
comprises of four board members and two general body 
members. The committee meets on the last Saturday of 
each month.  
 
Applications are accepted from needy individuals resid-
ing in NYC, Nassau, Suffolk and other counties in New 
York State. Priority is given to people living near ICLI 
and surrounding neighborhoods. Each application is thor-
oughly reviewed by the committee and appropriate dollar 
amounts are distributed. The committee helps applicants 
based on their needs and according to Quranic Guidance. 
T 
he committee also ensures compliance with Federal, 
State and local governments regulations for nonprofit 
organizations. 
 
Alhamdulillah, during the past year, the committee intro-
duced the newly designed Zakat form. The new form 
contains detailed questions which allows us to better de-
cide on the requirements of the applicant. The Zakat 
form is available online and can also be retrieved from 
the ICLI office.  
 
The Zakat Committee has reviewed close to 475 applica-
tions during the last year and disbursed $146,500 dollars 
to various applicants. 
 
In the near future, Zakat Committee in coordination with 
ICLI’s Social Media/Technology (IT) committee will 
introduce an online Zakat disbursement system. 
  
The Zakat committee is also considering a process to 
cover Zakat applicants through organizations like ICNA 
Relief and HHRD (Local New York applicants). 
 
The Zakat Committee would like to thank all ICLI com-
munity members for fulfilling their religious obligations 
through ICLI. 
 

HabeebUddin Mohammed 
Chair Of Zakaat Committee 
 

Governance and Grievance Committee Zakat Committee Report 
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In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Beneficent. 

Praise belongs to Allah Almighty, we praise Him, and that we ask Him for guidance and forgiveness. Salutation 
and blessings be upon our Prophet, Muhammad (peace be upon him), his family and all his companions. 

The teachings of Islam are centered on two essential principles— the worship of the Almighty and the service of 
mankind. Without putting both principle into practice, there are often no true fulfillment of one’s religious duties. 

Islam instills the essence of love and respect for all human beings. By serving others, they please Allah SWT, and 
achieve spiritual gain for themselves. According to a Hadith, one should be merciful to people on earth and Allah 
the Almighty will be merciful upon them. This yearning to serve others should not be accompanied by any hope in 
return. To assist others is, in essence, an acknowledgement of the blessings which the Almighty has showered upon 
an individual. But serving others with humility is the key for success and acceptance. 

Excellence belongs to Allah Almighty alone. He is in command of all the matters of everything made. He created 
life and death, He directs and prohibits, makes, and supports, gives and takes. He increases and decreases status, 
changes night and day, weather and seasons, causes nations to rise and fall. 

In a Hadith Qudsi, the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “Allah the Almighty said: ‘Pride is My cloak and great-
ness is My garment, so whoever competes with Me regarding these two are going to be thrown into the Hell-
fire’.” (Abu Dawud) 

Anyone who comprehends this will understand that our real status in the life of this world is only that of servants of 
Allah and this understanding gives origin to the beautiful quality of humility which is one among the best blessings 
that Allah could bestow upon His servant. When a person becomes humble, he acknowledges his limitations and 
shortcomings and surrenders totally to the rulings of Allah and Allah in turn raises his status in both worlds. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “…No one humbles himself before Allah, but Allah will raise him (in sta-
tus).” (Muslim) 

Humility creates within a believer a feeling to accept and believe in the greatness of Allah. When Allah increases 
him in worldly level, the quality of humility shields a believer from self-praise and pride. It makes him a person 
whose only concern is the pleasure of Allah and not the approval and recognition of those around him. 

Despite the fact being humble and confident are qualities that we should develop, we must be cautious not to cross 
the line and fall into the sins of arrogance and self-praise which are from the vile behaviors. The Prophet (peace be 
upon him) said, “No one who has an atom’s-weight of arrogance in his heart will enter Paradise.” 

True believer having humility understands that his skill, abilities, and talents are all from Allah and this keeps him 
humble, appreciative to Allah and always kind to others. Humility strengthens a believer’s self-certainty, which in-
spires him to do all that which is good without putting others down. 

Allow this time to take account of ourselves, work to fix our attitudes and be of those who humble themselves for 
the sake of Allah, for if we do that, Allah the Almighty will elevate us in status in this world and in the Hereafter, 
InshaAllah. 

Serving with humility 

Mufti Mohammad Farhan, Ph.D  
Executive Director ICLI 
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"For kids to have fun while exploring their Is-

lamic identity and gaining a better understanding 

of themselves and their role in the community." 

 
"To give them the confidence to face the rest of 

the world and acknowledge and embrace the 

beauty that comes with individualism." 

 
To be content in themselves, secure in the 

knowledge that they can be whomever they 

choose to be. 

 

Summer Camp Committee  
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In my class hoped to create an environment that would inspire my students and pique 

their interest in the Quran as its lessons pertain to all of them. As such started from the 

beginning, the threshold and opening surah of the Quran, Surah Al Fatiha. Through the 

six sessions we had together taught my students of the Tafseer of Surah Fatiha as well 

as explored the various attributes of Allah SWT, Rahman, Raheem. We cov-

ered the importance of dua as well as the basic structure of the Quran including its 114 

chapters and thirty juz.. granted them the tools, and an environment of study that would 

allow them to further delve into the pages of the Quran, allow them to further research 

by themselves. 

Overview 

Islam is not just a class, but a way of life 

The Quran is not only a book but a guide 

in how we live our lives. It is not exclu-

sive, but is relatable to all individuals in-

discriminate of age. 
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Some of the Activities in Summer Camp2021 
 
- Quranic Studies  

- Surah Competitions 

- Islamic Projects 

- Class ASpirit 

- Arts & Crafts 

- Creative Writing 

- Fundamental Arabic 

- Film Making / Video Editing 

- Islamic Arts 

- Arts And Crafts Workshop 

- Science Experiments 

- Arts Competition 

- Fun Activities 

"Hmmmm Are oil and water really opposites?" 
Students in class A gather together to conduct 
their own science experiment 

Take a look at the Sponge Painting, Chalk Art, 
Rock Characters, 
shaving cream clouds and Magic Modeling 
Clay Bowls created by our young students!  

Arts and Crafts Workshops 
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Science Experiments!!! 

Arts Competition!!!! 

(Above) Winners for the Class C Quran Competition for Surah Duha.  
(From left to right) 2nd place: Azeem, 1st place: Yousuf, Sr. Houriya and 
3rd place Safiye 
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ICLI Cares 

ICLI In partnership 
with the NY State and 
Northwell Health  
fighting Covid-19 
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ICLI Youth Paint 
Night 
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                  Hall Rentals at ICLI 
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                            Hall Rentals at ICLI 

- Masjid/Lower Level 

- Courtyard 

- Basket Ball Court 

 For detailed infor-
mation please contact 
the ICLI office. 
Ph:516-333-3495 
Email: info@icliny.org 
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ICLI Thanks their Donors for the 
continued support. Through your 
donations ICLI was able to acquire 
the property at 3 Jaymie Dr.  Alham-
dulillah. 
 
Congratulations to the Community 
for achieving another milestone. 
May Allah reward you all, Ameen. 
Please continue to support ICLI for 
the wonderful community work they 
are doing for the present and future 
generations. 
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Providing a place where kids want to learn, grow and have fun is our objective at “IC” KIDS. 
A learning experience for 3 to 5 year olds to prepare them for kindergarten 

It is our mission at “IC” KIDS Preschool to provide a safe nurturing environment in which children are encour-
aged to acquire knowledge and skills through creativity, socialization, respect for diversity, and physical activity 
necessary to become lifelong learners. 

 
Our goal is for each child to graduate the class not only recognizing the alphabets in both Arabic and English but 
also be able to read and write them. Hands on activities teach basic math, social studies, and science concepts. We 

focus on monthly themes and seasonal changes (Hajj, Islamic New Year, Eid).  
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We make it an essential part of our program to help kids learn about Islam through stories and enjoyable activities. 
Our curriculum also includes memorization of small Surahs and Duas. Apart from exciting activities, we teach and 
enforce etiquettes.  
 
We understand that physical activity is crucial for a child to better develop their gross motor skills, therefore thirty 
minutes of our daily schedule is allocated for physical activities such as “parachute play”, “daily exercise”, 
“musical chairs” and much more. To congratulate and celebrate the accomplishment of our students we hold a 
graduation ceremony at the end of our school year for children going to kindergarten and moving up ceremony for 
returning students.  

Registration for the upcoming September 2022-June2023 begins in March 2022. Please make an appointment to 
visit our classroom. We offer a discount for ICLI Members.  
We have been following appropriate health and security precautions due to COVID-19. Masks are mandatory 
and the students are encouraged to follow proper hand and respiratory hygiene.   

Our hours of operation are: Monday-Friday 9:30am-3:30pm. If you have further questions or concerns please 
feel free to contact the director and teacher of “IC” KIDS at nkhokhar@icliny.org or visit us on the web 
www.icliny.org under Educational Program. 

http://www.icliny.org


68 

ICLI Annual Gala Dinner 2021 AD / 1443AH 



69 

ICLI Annual Gala Dinner 2021 AD / 1443AH 

 
Zainab Bey, Chair 
Members: Habeeb Ahmed, Syed Basheeruddin, Hamza Byas, Dr. Isma Chaudhry, Mufti Mohammad Farhan, Dr. 
Naz Khan, Amin Khwaja, Dr. Tanveer Mir, Mohammed Moizuddin, , Zaiba Mustafa, Rizwan Qureshi, Seema 
Rahman, Beenish Saeed, Imran Zaidi 
 

The Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI), hosted its 18th Annual Black History Month Celebration on Sunday, 
March 7th 2021, at 6:30PM.Black History Month is an important time to acknowledge the outstanding accom-
plishments and achievements that African Americans have contributed to American history.  ICLI is committed 
to consistently highlighting past and present notable individuals, and sharing information with the entire commu-
nity. 
 
The virtual celebration’s 2021 theme, “Equity and Justice for All”, was livestreamed on various social media 
platforms.  The upgrades to ICLI’s technology enabled us to transition from Zoom to StreamYard, thereby 
providing a much more captivating event. 
 
The Annual Black History Month Celebration opened with a beautiful slide show presentation of prominent Afri-
can Americans, was created by Zaiba Mustafa, planning committee member.   The event continued with pre-
recorded welcoming remarks by Amin Khwaja, President, ICLI and Habeeb Ahmed, Board Chair.  Special re-
marks were also presented by Letitia James, Attorney General, New York and Laura Curran, Nassau County Ex-
ecutive.  
 
We were extremely blessed to have such an esteemed panel of Guest Speakers! 
Tracey A. Edwards, Long Island Regional Director of the NAACP, Reverend Barbara Felker, Vice President of 
Strategic Community Partnerships at Northwell Health and Elaine Gross, Founder and President of Erase Racism 
on Long Island, presented such compelling information in their area of work.   Each speaker shared the state of 
affairs of African Americans on Long Island in key areas such as housing and health.   Especially inspirational 
was the speakers’ presentation regarding how they are working to support the community through their tireless 
and dedicated efforts of community engagement, and collaborative partnerships. 
 
Our Weekend School students were a welcome addition to the celebration as we commemorated the achieve-
ments of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Students offered their favorite quote by Dr. King, and the audience was in-
vited to join in and share in the message chat a quote by Dr. King, Jr. that resonates for them.   
Kudos to Hannah Abbas, Munir Abdullah, Sydra Daniyal, Sania Daniyal, Adam Menwer, and Maryam Shahid. 
Special thanks to our exceptional technology team: Zaiba Mustafa, Basheer Syed and Imran Zaidi, who ensured 
that all technological aspects of the program were well attended to. 
 
The program closed with spiritually uplifting remarks, titled, “Reflections of Hope”, by Mufti M. Farhan, Execu-
tive Director, ICLI.   
 
I would like to express my deep gratitude to the Black History Month Celebration committee for their invaluable 
contributions and the generosity of their time.   
Finally, a resounding thanks to all of our guests, and the entire ICLI community who join us annually, as we 
acknowledge the contributions of African Americans of the past and recognize those individuals who are paving 
the way for the future.    
 

 

18th Annual Black History Month Celebration 
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The Salaam Group at the Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI) is committed to establishing organized and efficient 
religious and social support for new Muslims.  The Salaam Group’s guiding principles focuses on having the struc-
ture in place where new Muslims, Interfaith couples and any Muslim who would like to deepen their knowledge of 
Islam can reach out and receive individualized and/or group support as they transition into Islam. 
 
Upon taking Shahadah (Declaration of Faith) new Muslims receive a welcome bag. The bag includes a Quran, Islam-
ic reading material geared towards strengthening their Iman and social support with pairing through a new individual 
"buddy system" with a trusted member from the community.  Soon after, they can be assisted in learning salah, ac-
company them for Jummah (Friday) prayer and give support to their future endeavors.  
Devoted committee members also ensure that the vision and mission of the Salaam Group is maintained, as they con-
stantly seek ways to best support the new Muslim on their journey. 
 
The Salaam Group’s committee is flexible, and individuals meet either in person or via virtual meetings. The regular 
meetings serve as an opportunity to coordinate relevant activities such as Eid gatherings, picnics, scheduling guest 
presenters/classes, planning networking events and discussing next steps for new members.  
 
The Salaam Group hosts Eid celebrations and other social events where new Muslims have an opportunity to share 
their story about how they came to convert or revert to Islam. They also have a chance to meet members of the ICLI 
community, as they network with other Muslims in order to establish long-term relationships. If any of the new Mus-
lims feel they could use support through mental health counseling with trained Muslim professionals, services can be 
provided for an easy transition.   
 
New Muslims receive information about programs and events offered at ICLI, such as the new bi-weekly Sunday 
class with Mufti Farhan on the first and third weeks of every month, the Sisters’ Halaqa program weekly and other 
Islamic classes/events occurring at ICLI and around the New York City area.  Moreover, members receive e-mail an-
nouncements, online group chats such as WhatsApp, newsletters and Islamic publications that address a host of rele-
vant Islamic topics. 
 
Without ongoing support, staying on the path of Islam can be challenging for new Muslims. Therefore, we encourage 
community members who may know anyone looking for guidance and support as a new Muslim to feel free to con-
tact us.  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Salaam Group Committee 

The Salaam Group 
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ICLI Long Range Planning Report 
 
The standing committee within the framework of the ICLI Board of Trustees, LRPC is tasked with creating 
long range policies. The committee is to advise the Board for establishment of short- and long-term goals, and 
address the implementation and execution of these goals. 
 
The members of the committee have meet over the past year and have identified number of short- and long-
term goals the community needs and implementation plan over 3–5-year period. 
The LRPC has identified three initiatives which are in the implementation or discussion stages: 
 

1. ICLI Senior Care Initiative 
a. To provide an opportunity to receive mental and social stimulation in an Islamic setting as 

well as the continuing care they may need. 
b. Provide spiritual activities 
c. Planned social activities 
d. Personal and nutrition care 
e. Health services 
f. Transportation needs 
g. Service for caregivers 

 
Alhamdulillah, Senior activities program was initiated during this summer under the leadership of Br.Sajid 
Shah and Dr. Ennaji Benhammou 
 

2. Learning/Resource Institute at ICLI  
In planning for the long term, we have tried to imagine what Islam in the country will look like in some not-so-
distant future. There will be Muslim universities, hospitals, news and broadcasting facilities and inshallah a 
healthy representation in the political and educational and financial areas. For our current and future needs, we 
are looking into the needs for space expansion/reallocation for both the current and future programs including: 

a. Expansion of the IC Kid's program 
b. Space for a learning center which could be utilized both by our seniors/students and general 

membership 
c. Creating a relaxing and gathering site for Seniors for engagement and programming  
d. Creating a space for our weekend school students to do research projects  
e. Allowing IC kids, a resource room for group readings and other uses 
f. Creating a desired study space for our college and high school youth  
g. Creating a professional / High tech media center for meetings and conferences  
h. Turning the center into a walking museum of Islamic History and artifacts. 
 

 
3. Mental Health Counseling Center at ICLI 

 
There has been a lot of interest and desired need for the establishment of a mental health counseling resources 
center at ICLI, for our youth and seniors. The members of the Long-Range Committee will be working with 
medical health professionals for the implementation of this initiative.  
 
Presented By:  
ICLI Long Range Committee 
 
 
  
 

Long Range Planning Committee Report 2021 
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IT COMMITTEE REPORT 

This report is intended to give an update of progress so far in the IT projects at the Islamic Center of Long Island. 
Alhamdulillah, we have a dynamic team of IT professionals who worked together to enhance our organization’s 
performance. 
Key Highlights of what we have done in 2021 so far: 
 
- Installed a projector screen in the main Masjid area to make viewing more exciting, especially when watching 

our Live Streaming programs, lectures and interactive sessions. 
 
- Two TV screens have been installed in the office for surveillance of the ICLI campus. To improve the safety and 

security, we have added more security cameras to the existing ones and it is a total of 40 all around and within 
ICLI building.  
 

- For efficient & timely messaging, we have created WhatsApp groups. These groups are used to send messages to 
the Members and Subscribers info about our Programs and upcoming Events. 
 

- We have upgraded our streaming platform from Zoom to StreamYard which is incredible software and technolo-
gy. It enables us to execute our programs in the most effective way. We now multi-stream to all our social media 
platforms at the same time.  

 
- Computer systems and Google Classrooms have been setup for our Quran Teachers to effectively do their virtual 
sessions and online Maktab classes. 

 
- Google Voice has been setup which generated us a phone number for calls, texts, and voicemails. We use this for 
announcements and urgent messages to our community members. 
 

- We now Livestream on ICLI’s Website as well. The ICLI’s Adhaan and Iqamah schedule for the entire year has 
been setup on the website as well as ICLI’s App.  

Our team is continually working on improving the technology and boosting productivity at ICLI.  
Projects for 2022: 
 

- We are looking to upgrade our current Audio System with new connectivity and inputs to improve the tone and 
the whole listening experience. 
 

- We are excited to introduce Smart-Boards for the classrooms for children to a have similar experience of learning 
as they do at their regular schools. 

Our IT Team Members are: Br. Imran Zaidi, Sr. Zaiba Mustafa, Br. Syed Basheer, Br. Imran Pasha, Br. Javed 
Munawar, Br. Wajahat Ali, Br. Azhar Bhatt, Br. Syed Rahman, Br. Emaduddin Syed, Br. Abdus Samad, Br. 
Shakeel Daniyal and Br. Arsalan Shahid. 
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Ṣalāt al-Janāzah (Arabic: ةزصنجلا ةالص ) is the Islamic funer-
al prayer; a part of the Islamic funeral ritual. The prayer 
is performed in congregation to seek pardon for the de-
ceased and all dead Muslims.The Salat al-Janazah is a 
collective obligation upon Muslims (farḍ al-kifāya) i.e., 
if some Muslims take the responsibility of doing it, the 
obligation is fulfilled, but if no-one fulfils it, then all 
Muslims will be accountable. 
 
It is strongly recommended that as many members of the 
Muslim community as possible should join the funeral 
procession and Ṣalāt al-Janāzah: Abu Hurayrah (ra) 
reported that Allah's Messenger (pbuh) said: 
"A Muslim has five rights upon other Muslims: respond-
ing to his Salam, answering his invitation (to food), mak-
ing Tashmeet (God bless you)  when he sneezes, visiting 
him when he is sick, and following his Janazah when he 
dies." (Bukhari and Muslim). 
 
At islamic center of Long Island  
We have a sisters Volunteer group to take care of female 
funeral rituals. Same way the brothers take care of male 
funeral rites and rituals.  
When a member passes away the family calls ICLI office 
during office hours( after hours they call a designated 
member of the funeral committee. As our religion re-
quires the deceased is buried ASAP )  
 
ICLI calls the funeral director to pick the body up from 
hospital or their home and bring to ICLI’s funeral facili-
ty. The body is washed and shrouded after consulting 
with the family of the deceased. The family encouraged 
to take part in this process of preparation of the body for 
its final journey. The Janazah prayer (about 3 minutes) is 
performed and the deceased is taken to the cemetery for 
burial.  
 
As Islam dictates the whole process needs to be done 
quickly, in some cases from the time a person dies to the 
time he is laid to rest is about10 - 12 hours.  
I would like to thank all the sisters and brothers who vol-
unteer for this Fard al kifaya at ICLI.  
 
All funeral services are free of cost at ICLI for members 
and non members of the community.  
 
By  
Habeeb Ahmed  

FUNERAL SERVICES AT ICLI  

The ICLI Board approved the implementation of a news-
letter committee that serves to highlight the inspirational, 
exciting and spiritual happenings at the Masjid. 
In previous years, the Newsletter Committee published 
two (2) major journals for the year.  There was the Annu-
al Gala Dinner Journal and the Annual Ramadan newslet-
ter. 
Based on ICLI’s considerable expansion, coupled with 
the many worthwhile activities and events occurring on a 
much more regular occasion, it became critical to increase 
the number of times that information about the Center is 
shared with the community.   
Therefore, for the 2021 year, the committee was charged 
with the honor to publish a Quarterly Newsletter. The 
committee publishes a couple of short newsletters, an An-
nual Dinner Gala Journal and a Ramadan newsletter. 
To ensure that each publication comes to fruition in a 
timely manner, based on a submission schedule, the chair 
of each committee is requested to submit a narrative high-
lighting the current work of their committee on a quarter-
ly basis. 
While spiritual and social events are crucial, the infor-
mation that the newsletter team collects from committees 
regarding the Center’s finances, new initiatives, and col-
laboration with elected officials and other key community 
individuals, helps to provide a clear message as to the 
current state of the Center and plans for the future, In-
sha’Allah. 
The submission of written narratives is submitted for re-
view and editing is completed as needed. In addition to 
editing, the committee must ensure that each publication 
is alive with creativity in the layout, format and exudes 
overall quality and integrity.  The Newsletter Committee 
meets as needed but during the time of upcoming publish-
ing, members meet monthly. 
The work of the Newsletter Committee is a collaborative 
process.  The committee works closely with other ICLI 
committees to collect informative data that is placed in 
the upcoming newsletter and/or journal.  For many, these 
publications have become treasured keepsakes. 
It is a privilege for the Newsletter Committee to work 
with the ICLI community as well as the administrative 
staff who are key constituents in the publishing process. 
Members on the Newsletter Committee have specific 
roles and a process for how the committee operates is in 
firmly place. 
We ask that Allah (swt) put Baraqa in our work and that 
everyone will enjoy each publication that memorializes 
the activities and accomplishments at this wonderful reli-
gious Center. 
Best regards, 
ICLI Newsletter Committee 

Newsletter Committee Report  
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NRS Accounting Services Inc. 
 

80 Hillside Ave 
Williston Park, NY 11596 

Phone: 516-873-0530 
Fax:  516-873-7275 

Contact: Bashir Kapdi 
  
 
 A full service accounting firm serving all types of business. 
 Small Business is our Specialty! 
 We prepare tax returns for Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations. 
 We prepare tax returns for Estates and Trusts. 
 Payroll & Sales Tax forms. 
 Offers and Compromise. 
 Proficient in Quick Books and Peachtree. 
 Assist in your Real Estate and Mortgage needs.  
 We are the "Friendly" accounting firm. 
 
 
 
 

10 % fee will be donated to Islamic 
Centre Of Long Island 
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Alhamdulillah, ICLI Sunday Sisters’ Halaqa Group continues to meet for more than 20 years to date. In the early 

years, a good number of sisters met in the Halaqa after they took their children to the ICLI Sunday Weekend 
School.  Since that time, with the implementation of Zoom, a virtual on-line program, sisters join the Halaqa from 
a variety of geographic locations.  We have sisters who participate in the weekly classes from New Jersey, Penn-

sylvania, Canada, Arizona and even Saudi Arabia! 

 

The Halaqa is an “Islamic Circle of Knowledge”.  The group is composed of a diverse group of sisters of various 

ages, ethnic, educational, and cultural backgrounds. The sisters seek to enhance and enrich their total Islamic 
learning experiences; they are committed to deepening their Iman, develop new friendships, and build community.   
While some of the sisters are Muslim converts, others have been practicing Islam all of their lives.   The Halaqa 

Group engages in weekly Sunday virtual lectures and discussions facilitated by a knowledgeable and qualified 
teacher who is well versed in Qur'an, Hadith, and Islamic Studies.  

The group’s motto is: "Building a Strong Sisterhood, in a Caring and a Respectful Learning Environment, based 

on the Qur'an and Sunnah of our Prophet Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him)”.  Some of the 
Halaqa topics include: Tafseer of Quran (Commentary of the Quran), Hadith, Becoming Closer to Allah, Seerah 
(Journey) of the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him), Stories of the Prophets, Preparation for 

Ramadan, Islamic Manners, and Holidays. 

 

From its inception, Halaqa sisters actively support ICLI’s programs and initiatives.  Sisters attend and /or partici-

pate in programs facilitated by Mufti Farhan, the Interfaith Institute, and the Annual Dinner Gala, just to name a 
few.   While the group certainly appreciates the benefits of our virtual gatherings, sisters look for opportunities to 
meet in-person.  The Halaqa Group recently enjoyed a beautiful 2021 Eid celebration at Eisenhower Park. Excel-

lent company and delicious food strengthened and enriched our union as sisters in Islam. 

 

One of the main considerations of the Halaqa is never to forget that the Holy Quran puts the highest emphasis on 

the importance of acquiring knowledge. 

It says, “Read, for thy Sustainer is the Most Bountiful One who has taught (man) the use of the pen- taught man 
what he did not know!” 96:1-5 

 

We humbly acknowledge ICLI and the Halaqa sisters of the past for their efforts to establish a worthwhile pro-
gram.  We also express gratitude to the sisters of the present who maintain the traditions as we continue to grow as 

a community of learners of this wonderful religion, Insha’Allah. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Zainab Bey, Chair  

The Sisters Halaqah 
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The Islamic Center of Long Island has been a force in the community since 1984.   
The Membership Committee has been working on strategies to increase the number of members and to reach 
out to the general membership.  In sha Allah our goal of 100 memberships by the end of the year will be 
achieved.  The committee will be sending out surveys to reach out to the community to get feedback regarding 
the Center.   
                             Membership Benefits include:   

 

 Eligibility to run for ICLI Board and Executive Committee positions (need 3 yrs) 
 Discounts on Weekend School tuition fee and priority registration 
 Discounts on IC Kids tuition fee 
 Discounts on Summer Camp tuition fee 
 Discounts on grave plot purchase 
 Discounts on Sports Program Registration fee 
 Access to General Membership meetings to discuss goals and plans for masjid 
 Enables participation in ICLI standing committees 
 Yearly calendars sent home 

 

 

            JOIN TODAY   !!       
            USE QR CODE 
  
 
 
 

Submitted by Chair, Seema Rahman   
     

 

ICLI Membership Committee 2021  
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Best Wishes to  the  
 

Islamic Center of Long Island 
 

For all the 
 

Service provided to the community 



89 

ICLI Annual Gala Dinner 2021 AD / 1443AH 

Crescent School is the only preK-12 Islamic school in Nassau County. We have been proudly serving the New 

York City and Long Island Muslim communities for over 31 years. Our goal is to provide students with 

the foundations for being good Muslims and productive citizens. Crescent is dedicated to providing a quality 

education in a nurturing Islamic environment. We have a 100% graduation rate for our seniors who have gone 

on to great schools like Barnard (Columbia), NYU, Stony Brook, Adelphi, Hofstra, City College, Queens College, 

Hunter, NYIT and more. Like all schools we have been challenged by the pandemic, but we have remained open 

for in-person schooling five days a week. We also provide a remote learning option for our families. 

Transportation will be provided 

for Queen’s Students 

Pre-K- 12th Grades 

Admissions are open for 2021-2022 

130 Front Street, Hempstead NY 11550 PH: 516-292-1787 Fax: 516-292-1788 Email: info@crescenthighschool.com 
Website: crescenthighschool.com 

 

 
 

 

 

High School Graduation 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Education in Islamic Environment 
Home of Future Leaders 
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Cub Pack 114 would like to thank the Islamic Center of Long Island, The Board of Directors, the Executive 
Committee, the Volunteers and Donors for their support of Scouting at ICLI. We thank you for giving them op-
portunities to serve and develop. We would also like to thank the volunteers of scouting for donating their time, 
energy, and supplies.  

Since 2015, the scouts have been creating brotherhood based on Islamic Values.  We encourage the scouts to be 
compassionate, trustworthy and follow their duty to God. Any Boy or Girl in grades 1-5 can join ICLI's Cub 
Pack, where they can participate in many activities.   The 2020 year was difficult, and we had to scale back our 
meetings to stay safe.  We did continue our charity work at the ICLI Center by helping with the food pantry as 
well as hand out iftar meals during Ramadhan.  We are proud of our current Cub Scouts, and former 
Cub Scouts who have continued to be successful Boy Scouts.  In Sha Allah in 2021 we will continue with some 
of the activities we have done in the past such as:  

Hiking, which allows them to better understand nature and the outdoor environment 

Overnight Sleepover: In a safe environment, scouts have an opportunity to spend an exciting night in a museum 

Car wash - Scouts assist in raising funds for the pack by washing cars at ICLI 

Pinewood Derby - Scouts participate in designing and carving their cars out of a block of wood, and participate 
in friendly competition 

Flag Raising Ceremony - The pack had an opportunity to raise and lower the flag at Historical Sagamore Hill 

Cuboree- is a 3-day action packed weekend where scouts participate in Archery, Slingshot and team building ex-
ercises 

Eating Healthy - Scouts learned how to keep physically fit by eating a balanced diet 

Rock Climbing - ICLI scouts also participated in a rock-climbing activity this year 

Coding - As part of the S.T.E.M initiative the scouts learned how to code and create a mini-game in different 
coding languages 

Each year, the Pack 114 participates in the End of Year BBQ and Award Ceremony in Cantiague Park with fami-
lies of all the volunteers who worked tirelessly to create a successful Program. 

Inquires about joining the Pack contact Faisal Mirza at faisal.mirza@gmail.com.       
  
Submitted by Seema Rahman                                                                                           

mailto:faisal.mirza@gmail.com
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Girls Scouts is about sharing the fun, friendship and power of girls together. Any girl from kindergarten 
through 12th grade can join ICLI Girls Scouts. Girl Scouts is the world’s largest organization of AND for 
girls, currently encompassing 2.3 million girl members and nearly one million volunteers! Out troops at ICLI 
started in 2005 are unique because we stand shoulder to shoulder with our Muslim sisters. To help our Mus-
lim girls learn more about their environment in a creative and interesting manner. The Scout activities pro-
mote Islamic values, self esteem and provide a safe environment under the peaceful light of Islam. Combin-
ing Islamic education with Scout activity is our prime goal. This past year 2020-2021 was a challenge for 
our 30+ troops of Daisies, Brownies, Juniors and Cadettes. Covid stopped our activities so we could stay 
safe. The troops are excited to restart in September. Many activities are planned for the year such as hiking 
and our charity work such as food drives will continue as well. Some Cadettes are working on their Silver 
and Gold Award Project    

     Girl Scouts 2021 
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